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Th le SPSAKkmR took the Chair at 4.30 pam.,
and read prayers.

[For "'Papor Presented'' and ''Questions
Onl Notice" see ''Votes and Proceedings.")

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1917.18.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate, resunied from the 26th February on
the Treasurer's Financial Statement and on the
Annual E stimantes; Mr. Stubbs in tbo Chair.

M1r. GRSEEN (Kalgoorlie) [4.43): 1 ap-
proach the criticism of the Budget with con-
siderable diffidence, firstly because the figures
-as hia been explained by several previous
speakers-are difficult for a layman to analyse,
and secondly- on account of the attitude of the
Treasurer and of the Premier in addressing the
Committee on the Estimates. The Treasurer, in.
particular, almost pleaded with us to treat him
gently. Personally, I find it extremely hard to
moake a blow at a man who is not inclined to
put up his hands. Indeed, the position reminds
me of the story of the nigger who had got into
the tree and said, "Don't shoot, Colonel; I'll
conic don-n.'' Unfortunately, whatever per-
sonal feelings of kindness and sympathy we
my entertain towards the Treasurer in his un-
doubtedly onerous task, we miust face the posi-
tion. I believe with Lord Randolph Churchill
that 'the duty of an Opposition is to oppose,''
not to oppose with carping criticism, but with
the idea, of remedying, as far as may be, any
weaknesses or deficiencies in the policy of the
Government of the dlay. A great deal has been
made of the nniount which has been saved by
economising. I shall now place before the Corn-
mnittee certain figures, in order that the Treas-
urer may show ine lnter-as I have Do doubt he
will-where economies have been effected. A
comparison between the financial year 1913-14
and the cuirrent financial year, 1917-18, yields
some interesting results. The revenue for 1913-
14 was £5,205,000 odd, as against an estimated
revenue for the current year of £4,400,000. The
1913-14 revenue thus amounted to £800,000
more than the Treasurer expects to secure dur-
ing this financial year. Although we are receiv-
ing £800,000 less this year than in 1913-14, the
expenditure this year is expected to be
£5,337,000, as against £Z5,310,000 in 1913-14;, or
only some £3,000 less this year than in 1913-14.
In the circumnstances it naturally follows that
the working expenses should be proportionately
lower. If admit that the interest charges are
larger this year than in previous years, and
that the amount received from the Federal
Government is £46,000 less than in 1913414. Of
course, that will continue in a decreasing ratio.
Also, the amount received from the Railway
Department is very much smaller indeed. Let
us discover, if we may, what has been done in
regard to economies in the different depart-
ments. We find in the Premier 's Department
that the expenditure for this year is £11,526,
or E1,108 less then in 1913-14. In the Lands

Department the expenditure is £46,131, a de-
crease of £155. The amount spent in the Lands
Department seems altogether out of proportion
to the volume of work at present being done.
Several sub-branches have now taken over the
work originally done in the Lands Department.
In the Agricultural Department we find an in-
crease of £2,304. in the Colonial Secretary's
Department we find that the expenditure is
£567,005, or anl increase of £13,709. 1 suppose
it is only human nature if we reca the fact
that the Colonial Secretary was the most caustic
critic of the Labour Governnment and their sup-
posed wastefulness whom we had in the State,
The old trulism that the keenest critic is the
poorest administrator may possibly apply in
this particular case. In the Education Depart-
macat, also under the Colonial Secretary, the ex-
penditure for this year is set down at £ 360,048,
an increase of £25,916. On the subject of edu-
cation, I may say that I am as jealous as any
other member in safeguarding the education of
the children, but if lid a time like this the best
brains of the Education Department can be
uitilised to show whether any saving can be ef-
fected either by increasing the age at which
children shall go to school, or in any other
direction, so long as it does not interfere with
the eifficiency of the system, the suggested re-
form will find my hearty support.

Mr. Foley: Yon are not against this amount
being spent on educationW

Mr. GREEN: I will manke myself clear to
even the hion, member if lie will remsain in his
seat long enough. Take, for instance, the sec-
ondary school at Kalgoorlie. I am told that
out of the original number of scholars who at-
tenkded the opening of that school, sonic 250
or 300, only 10 remain to-day. In view of
this, one or two conclusions seems inevitable:
either the goldfields children manifest a stupid-
ity after settling down to their educational
course, or a large number of those children
have been withdrawn for somie reason over
which they have no0 Control.

The Colonial Treasurer: When was the
school opened?

Mr. GREEN: About four years ago. I am
given to understand that practically all of
of those 10 children still there are the child-
rent of wealthy men. If that is so, it behoeves
us to see if we cannot expend at least a portion
of our education vote in some other way calcu-
lated to benefit the children of citizens unable
to pay. If, for instance, the bursaries or the
scholarships could be increased, it would set
uip a healthy competition amiongst the childrea,
and would enable the children of poorer men to
go to the University or thu higher educational
institutions of the metropolitan atrea from all
portions of the State, from tha agricultural
areaLs in particular, where there are now no such
facilities, and in consequence brains would
cotunt in our educational system. Thi Minister
for Works shows an expenditure of £E120,019
for this year, or an increase of £El_2SSS.

The Colonial Treasurer: His buildings and
so forth amount to £27,000, so there is really
a substantial decrease.

Mr. GREEN: I will hear what the Mlinister
for Works has to say later in. What I have
in mind is that he has cut out £8,000 from the
municipal and roads board subsidies, and, con-
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sidering that tire expenditure from loan fund
this year wilt be a very small amount as com-
pared with that of other years, when we spent
as much as three millions, it sems to me the
presiding genius who at present exercises con-
trol of the public works of the State will have
to see if be cannot in some way re-organise
his department so that we shall not find in a
lean year with a scant public works policy the
expenditure increased by £12,000 over that of
a normal year. TIn the Attorney General's de-
llartnint there is an increase of £10,266.

The Colonial Treasurer: There was special
expenditure for the elections.

Mr. GREENX: I will await with interest the
explanation of the Attorney General in respect
to that large increase. We find that in the
Industries Department there is anr increase of

£13,723, which, of cors, mutcommend itself
to hon. members at a tinge like this. Ink the
Trreasuirer 's Department there is a decrease of
£55,000. I rio not want the Treasurer to tell
me that he does not desire any credit for this,
because he has already explained that the air-
emit has been carried forward fronm a previous
year, and that therefore the expenditure of his
department is practically the sme as bef Iore. I
regret that the Mines Department should show
an expenditure altogether out of proportion to
the magnitude and importance of the industry
it controls. We have there a decrease of £E1,816.
So we find there is a decrease of only £8,071
in expenditure this year as against the pre-
vious year mentioned. There are other
items of expenditure which I feel constrained
to question. For instance, I find it bard to
defend the Government on an expenditure of,
roughly, £:700 for pulling uil the trainlines in
Mfurray-street and putting them clown in Hay-
street, and taking the trains around Mel-
bourne-road. It seems to mec that was a tot-
ally unjustifiable course to adopt. I have
bad conversations with men who ought to
know the merits of this question, and they
have told me that it was totally unwarranted.
I do not think the present Treasurer was
Treasurer when this was done, but to a cer-
tain extent he must be regarded as his pre-
decessor's keeper, and in any case the gen-
tlemen associated with him cannot be held
free from blame in this regard. We find also
that premises for the Educational Depart-
ineut have been rented from Mr. A. F. Mor-
gans at a cost of £560 per annum. I have
had] a good deal to do with the Education
Department, and have had to pay many visits
to the premi ses of the department, and I
think hom. members will agree that the pre-
mises that are now empty and bare been
empty since they were vacated by the Educa-
tion Department are far more favourably
situated from thre point of view of those who
have to call at tile department, and are more
suitable to the purposes of the department thank
are the premises for which we are now pay-
ing rent to a gentleman who, for a brief
period, was once Premier of the State. There
is also the cost, referred to by the member for
Frenmantle, of Government House and of the
Albany Government cottage. This year it
is set down at £2,160, or an increase of
£1,500. These are small srms, it is true;
£7,000' for pulling up the tramlines, £560 to

a "'friend of ours,'" Mr. A. E. 'Morgans, and
£1,500 in order that vice-royalty shall con-
Uinue to surround itself with the absurd trap-
pings so distasteful to the heart of a demo-
crat. It is matters like these by which we
must judge the Government, as to whether
they are determined to be thorough and fear-
less in cutting out unwarranted expenditure.
The offices in the AALMP. buildings, for which
we pay £1,700 per annul,', may be conmfort-
able, wecll lighted, and close to the centre of
the Cit, kbut, in my opinion, the renting of
those premises was totaly unwarranted. The
old premises that were used for a similar
purpose might well have been retained until
such tione as we are in a position to build
those big public offices which in this State are
undoubtedly required. For the cost of Royat
Commissions a sum of £10,098 has been set
aside, the greater portion of which could have
been saved had the Government shouldered
the responsibility of self-government.

The Colonial Treasurer: Youk cannot inter.
fere with Royal Commissions.

Mr. GREEN: It is a large expenditure
which, in my opinion, might have been ob-
viated.

The Coloniat Treasurer: The House called
for the appointment of the Royal Commis-
sions.

Mir. Mtunsie: Royal Commissions were ap-
pointed when the House was in recess.

Mr. GREEN: The great trouble which this
State has to face to-day-it does not matter
what Governments are in power-is the loss
upon our railway' s. That is indeed a problem.
and were a financial genius to come from
the-

Ron. T. Walker: Malay States:
3fr. GREEN: Malay States where the

gauge is about aft, and the railways are
manned by Chinese, Ranakes, and Malays,
how would] our railway system benefit? I
could amuse this House, if there is an amus-
ing side to my character, if I were only to
describe a short trip I took over the Mfalay
trainways and railways. I have been on dlif-
ferent railways in my time, but the Malay
States railways are the funniest things and
the most hunnourous from the Australian
point of view that I have ever seen. They
go through the jungle, it is true. The authori-
ties there had considerable trouble in clearing
a track, which they had to do with coloured
labour. To go across the island of Singapore,
a distance of about 10 miles, it takes three
or four hours in the train.

Mr. Nairn: Is that an express?
Mr. GREEN: Yes. Not even our friends in

the remotest part of York would be satisfied
to have a railway service copied from the
Malay States' pattern. Indeed, we need not
go into the Malay jungle, where the railways
were practically unknown until a year or two
ago, for a progressive people like those of
Western Australia to deal with the railway
problem. I have a certain amount of fond-
ness for the Americans, because I lived
amongst them for five years, and I believe
that the best mail to get into our country to
instil into us new ideas is the American.
America has in any one of its 48 States more
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railways than are found in miany other ~oun-
tries in the world. Even an up-to-date
American authority, however, if hie caime to
this State, would hare to unlearn a lot that
hie knew, and] would have to adapt liinself
to a certain extent to 'Western Australian
ideas. T believe, however, this would be coins-
pletely' offset by the new ideas lie would
bring imoungst uts.

Mr. Foley.: You do not think there is a
mil in Australia fit for the job?

Mr. GREEN: There ought to be a rman in
Australia fit for the job . A great deal has
been said against Mr. Short. f am inclined
to think that our Railway Comimissioner is
not the worst roan in Western Australia to-
day. If byv importing a inan either front
Aiirica or Enigland, or elsewhere, we wan
improve our position, I ant not parochial
enough to speak against something of that
kind being done. Our railways dropped in
revenue for the year as against 1913-1.4 no
less a sunm than £E380,000, notwithstanding
the fact that we had 500 miles more of rail-
ways opened. It is here that one of the big
leakages, so far as our revenue is concerned,
has takenl place. The estimated railway de-
ficit for thIs year, allowing for interest, is
£38710OO. It belioeves us. therefore, on both
sides of the H-ouse, irrespective of party
bickering or personal bitterness-if suceh
exists-to put our mninds together, and in our
limited vision, suiggest some way in which
this great trading concern might be made to
pay. It is good to peruse the Commissioner 's
report, because he is the manager of this con-
cern, and whatever hie has to say' should carry
some' weight with members of this Chamber.
I1 should like to read an extract from his
latest rep~ort. This is dealing with the idea
of whether the freights can be raised to help
the revenue. He says-

It is very manifest that we could not
hope to square the ledger by increases in
rates alone. The only remnedy lies in largely
increased population and Lproduction, so
that the existing railway facilities can be
wore extensively nsed. Naturally, this de-
velopmenit nuist take some few years, but
it is the solution of thme matter.

Of course that is the position. It is hardly
necessary for me to point out that, in this
vast territory of ours, with a small population
of something like 308,000 and with our
large railroad nifileage, we cannot expect
tider our- system of freights that the rail-
ways will pay. If we take the other States
of the Commonwealth and group them to-
gether-and in some of these States there is
a deficit in the railways-we find that the
population per mile is 296 for the year 1915-
16. in our own State for that year the popu-
lation was 95 per mile of railway, whilst this
year we hare a population of 91 per railway
mile, as against a popuilation of 296 on thme
average is the Eastern States. Iat 1894 we
had 209 persons per railroad mile in this
State. On the 30th June last we bad 83 per-
sons per railway mile in Western Australia,
and that I presume is allowing for the Mid.
land railway, which should be allowed for.
The passenger earnings per mile also tell uis

a similar story. We' find that the earnings
in New South Wales per railroad mile during
19.15-16 were £717, and in Victoria £639-I
believe there has beens a big deficit on the
Victorian railways-and in Western Austra-
lia it was £165 per mile, about one-fourth of
what they have got in Victoria, and a little
more than one-fifth of what they have in New
South Wales, oil the passenger earnings per
in tie. Under circumstances such as these I
submit that it is impossible for us, by any
method of increatsing our freights, to expect
to square the ledger so far as our railways
are concerned. I am going to suggest a remn-
edy, that may be laughed at by certain meat-
bers of this Chamber. I may' be accused of
being doctrinaire, but 1 recognise that it is
necessary to blaze a track with those hardy
spirits wvho have always advocated, and been
at the forefront of, reform, I, refer to a tax
on the unimproved land values. We have in
this State a magnificent chance of putting
this into operation, because we have a small
p)opulation in comparison to oar vast areas of
land. The unimproved valne of our lands is
stated to he 19 million pouds. Will any
member of this House have the temerity to
say that tme value of that land has been given
to it by any particular individual owner in
the State? We know it is a truism. that the
value of the land has been given to it by the
piresence of the people in the State arid the
public w-orks which have been constructed, anl
by the united efforts of the people of the conm-
mirniity. [.f it were p)ossible to imagine a
state of things under which there was a gen-
eral exodus of' the whole of the populationL Of
Western Australia the values of the landl
would become absolutely nil. In Other coura-
tries this tax onl unimproved land values has
beent brought into opteration, and where I am
going to link it uip, if I mnay, with the rail-
road system of the State is by the following
method. If there is any factor ilL the State
that is responsible for the creation of land
values it is that we have constructed by Gov-
emnent nmoney railways to the value of about
173/ million pouinds. A sum. of Od. in the
pound would giv-e us a revenue of Z500.000)
per annum, which would pay off the whole of
thne deficit so far as our railways are con-
cerned and give us £118,000 as a surplus with
which to deal with freights.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: How much of that
would come from the gohdfieldsi

MNr. GRIEN: A very large portion of the
railway revenue at present comes fronm the
goldfields. Fremantle pays nothing towards
that, and the member for North-East Fre-
Mantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) may well be
satisfied, unless he is of a progressive nture
and hopes to fight in the land with the men
who are after progress, to selfishly stick to
his own constituency.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is double the size
of 'yours in population end everything else.

Mr. GREEN: But the hon. member is in
the happy position of not having to pay a
single penny so far as railway rates are con-
cerned on what goes to the coast in his pa,-
ticular electorate.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: You are not talking
about railways; you are talking about taxes.
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Mr. GREEN: f am talking about a land
tax, and my desire to relieve the great burden
which threatens to be put upon the primary
itndustries of the country, with which the bon.
nmember is apparently not 30 cents concerned.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Services rendered
niust be paid for.

.Nr. GREEN: How is it the hion. member
has always hugged the sea-coasti Is it not
because of the privations of those in the in-
terior, the farmers' wives whom I have seen
wearing sacks for clothing and working out
in the fields in their husbands' pants, is it trot
so that he can keel) his wife and family away
fromi conditions of that kind that he lives. at
the sea-coas:t?

lion. W, C, Amtgwimt: [ worked on the gold-
fields for many years.

Mr. GREEN: But the hion. menmher got
aw-ay to the coast again. I f he has worked
on the golddields hie will surely be synipa-
thetic when we advocate something of tihis
kinmd. Anything one (,ati do, not alone for
the tmining pioneers-thouigh it is necessary
to do something for them, because if there is
one thing which stamps itself upon thle devel-
opimental character of the country it is that
thle umining industry is threatened with ruin
unless we do sotnething for it-ia the House
with regard to railway freights aad easitig
these people by tmeans of a just tax of this
sort, cannot possibly be too miuch for us to
do0.

M\r. Lutey: We paidI £300,000 last year in
freights.

Mr. GREEN:. Let us return unto the even
tenor of our way, and resume the discussion
at the time we were assaulted by the inter.
jection of the hiomn. miember. I say that the
value of our lands has been created by the
people. Land values in Fremantle, and in
North-Eust Fremantle, have been created by
the rifles of railway situated in any portion
of the State which converges towards Fre-
mantle and Perth. Where would these cen-
tres be but for our railway systemnif Indeed,
the term "centre'' suggests that the whole of
thle unimproved value of the land is derived
from our railway system and front the fire-
sence of the people here. If by this just tax
we could show that no man is going to he
unjustly treated I say, in view of the present
parlous condition of the railway finances, if
is up to us to suggest some such nmeans of
relieving the position. If there is any more
just means than this, I want to know it. It
is necessary for us to consider a proposal of
this kind.

Mr. Griffithis: You are on a good wicket.
.%r. GREEN: I have no fault to find wvith

the business man, the uman who goes in for
production, and makes his money in that par-
ticular way. He is doing something, and may
he doing somnething by his capacity for work,
which is bringing in wealth that another
finn nmight not do. I say that even such a
conservative authority as Adam Smith, who
is my mtentor, tells us that a man must bep
taxed, even though wealthy by his own exer-
lion, according to the benefit he receives from
the State. This is a tax on unimproved land
values. A great obstacle in the past baa been
to try and eradicate from the minds of the

faniner tile iden that he, and he alone, is go-
ing to be unjustly, treated in regard to this
tax, and[ that the whole of the revenue will
conic from hint. Such is not the position.

Mr. Maley: Will Dot they pass it back?
Mr. GREEN: That is the one tax that can-

not be passed back. Let mae point out what has
been paid by the farming and the mining com-
munity in the way of a tax. For the year
1916-17 there was carried on the railways goods
and minerals to the value of £:1,033,297, live-
stock £;73,000, parcels, horses and carriages
£74,000; a total of £1,231,000. The total pas-
senger traffic was £-505,000. I am not directly
interested in passenger fares bnt in the car-
riage of goods, something which directly affects
production in this country. If it is proposed,
in order to square the ledger, to increase the
freights, it will be the moat fatal mistake ever
made, so far as the lprimary industries are
concerned. Let tue point out how a tax such
as that 1 ani advocating would operate. Say
the farmer has 1,000 acres of land the value
of which is 10s. an acre, or a total of £500.
He crops say 300 acres per annumn, which aver-
ages 10 bushels per acre, giaig tim 3,000
lbushels. He sets aside 300 bushels of seed
wheat and that leav-es him 2,700 bushels to take
to market. How is he going to do it? He is
not ini close proximity to a iport, The average
cost of getting each bushel of wheat to the
market is 3 /d. That anfounts to £39 7s. Od.
There are freights on machinery, sacks, and
the farmer's very household requirements, and
in view of that wve mutst add considerably to
that £39 7s. 6d.

Mr. Eroun: Nearly double.
Mr. GREEN: I ant pleased to have that

remark. Would time menmber for North-East
Fremantle (lHon. W. C. Angwin) say that that
remark of the member for Bleverley is untruel
If lie can do so he defeats my position. If he
cannot, hie can content hintself by continuing
to make silly interjections. If w-e were able
to take the farmers' wheat at 2d. a bushel
instead of 31/d. what would that mean? The
amount on the quantity of wheat which F
quoted would be £22 10s. instead of £39 7s. Gd.
As an offset against that, a tax of 6d. in the
pound on £E500 would be £12 10s., leaving a
saving to the farmer of £C4 7s. 6d., besides the
immense amount that would be saved by the
Carriage of machinery and other goods. Cheaper
carriage would niean immediately cheaper liv-
ing for the producer and, as I have shown, the
tax on unimproved land values would not be
aimed at the farmer. If we turn up the return
of the Commissioner of Taxation we will find
that the greater amount of revenue in this
State on unimproved land values comes from
the metropolitan area, and that is why we find
the opposition of the member for North-East
Fremantle so keen on this proposal. The tax
would only affect those owning property, the
value of which has been increased by the pre-
sence of people here, values which have been
created by the people at Yorkrakine, or any-
where else hion. members might like to mention,
values created hy the people in the back blocks
who are carrying on the real fight so far as
Australia is concerned. If there is one country
more than another which requires pluck and
unfailing faith to develop it is this country

645
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of ours. It has been referred to by one speaker
as the great dead heart of Australia. Having
been through America I want to say that the
task the people there had before them was no-
thing compared to that which faces the people
who are onl our back blocks at the present
time. In America every man was given his
.160 acres of rich land which was also well
wateredl, and all hie had to do was to
guard against a few Indians, but they
were so poor that they were nothing in
the formi of a menace and were easily
combated. The task of those people in
Amierica was as nothing compared to what
our outbackers have had to face in trying
to open up the dry areas. The land which
would be affected by an unimproved value
tax is held by those who are only waiting
for a rise. We find that 6 per cent. of the
people of Australia owvn 93 per cent. of
the land and if we want a patriotic comi-
inunity, if we want a people who will not
have to be told repeatedly to go to the war
when we think it is their duty- to go, we
must give them a stake in the countr 'y.
Eigbtly-sir per cent. of the people in Auds-
tralia are landless and we make it pretty
hard for them unless we enable themj to feel
that they have some stake in the country.
The only wvay to do that is to impose a tax
on unimproved land values. That is the
only way ont of the wood so far as WVest-
ern Australia, and indeed the whole of Axis-
tralia, is concerned. In my native State of
Victoria, when the first lan~d sale took place
in Melbourne, a block of laud was disposed
of for £28. Fonr years later it fetched
£4,000 and that block of land to-day is
worth 11/2 millions sterling. No single pos-
sessor of that land ever added to the unimi-
proved value of it by one penny. It was
impossible for the owner to do so. The value
was created by the community. Not only
we, but everyone of the 300,000 soldiers who
have gone abroad, have inc reased the land
valne. And who is pocketing that increased
land value? The land that is no good will
not be affected by an unimproved value tax,
mierely because it is no good, but in regard
to the land which has been improved by the
Community, the value of it should go back
to the people, Having dealt with that ques-
tion, and having made that suggestion, T
may be pardoned for referring to another
subject which is almost as opposite to it as
one pole is from another. My only excuse
for bringing up the subject which has no
relation to the all important question we
have been dealing with is because we have
been invited to make suggestions by which
the Government may be able to secure more
revenue. I sometime back visited China sud
before going there I wrote to several firms
in Western Australia, and in other parts of
Australia, firms which are dealing in various
lines of production, and asked whether I
could do anything in China in the way of
making inquiries for placing those produc-
tions. I did not pretend to be a commercial
traveller nor a commercial agent. I merely
asked whether I could be of service in try-
ing to find a market for articles produced

in Australia, my object being solely to ent-
deavour to increase trade. I am not going
to weary hon. members by going into details
with regard to the inquiries I made on the
subjects of jamn, flour, biscuits, wattle bark,
etc. I have already prepared a paper on the
subject and I hope to be able to place it
before the public at a later date. But there
is one thling I wish to refer to, and it is
the possibilities that lie before us with re-
gard to sandalwood. I regret to say that
with regard to this great product of ours
Western Australia is being robbed of its
value, InI order to show the House that that
is thle ease, and that we are being deprived
of the benefit we should receive by the ex-
port of sandalwood, I intend to delay hon.
nieumbers for a few minutes in order to ex-
plain the position of the sandalwood industry
in Hfong Kong as I found it. That induns-
try is maintained in China almost exclusively
by the sandalwood which is exported from
Western Australia. During thle 11 3-ears
from 1907 to 1917 Western Australia ex-
ported no less thtan £E634,302 worth of sandal-
wood to China. The value of the sandal-
wood exported froma the rest of Australia
was practically infinitesimal compared to the
figures of our own State. During the years
1910-15 thme COmonI0nWeal th exported
£323,000 worth, sod in tile same period
Western Australia was responsible for
£290,349 worth, thme increase for the whole
Coummonwealth in those five years over the
value of the exports from this State being
onlyf £33,389, Thus it will be seen that
mime-touitls of the sandalwood that goes to
China is exported fromn Western Australia.
11Wc Chiliese place a great value on this pro-
duclt for they cannot do without it. They
'-allnot even start work before burning their
little sandalwood joss stick. It may sceem
absurd to mention this as one of the uses
to which the Chinese put the santdal-
Wood1, but when wve come to consider
tmo immnense population of China,
it needs no0 assurance of mine that
this is time principal way in which sandaln-ood
will he consumed. The memiber for Forrest
(Mr. 0 Lioghlen) said it is a dying industry,
but the figures given in t le ''Statistical All-
stract" extending over seven years, if closely
perused, will show that thle reduction is very
small. I admit it is getting a little less ever'y
year. The sandalwood getters have to go fur-
thter back every year to get the sandal wood.
The exr-ellent kniowledge whit-l the member for
Forrest possesses as to the planting and re-
aforestation of sandalwood together with thme
proposals of mine, would prove good joint work-
On landing at Hong Kong and making inquiries
T found there was only one firm in Wexstern
Australia handling sandalwood, Tohn Paterson
and CO., Of Frenmantle. They purchase the
sandalwood and the people canl only sell to
-Tola Paterson.

Member± You mean Dunpan Paterson andI
Co.

Mr. GREEN: I think it was John Paterson;
it may be Duncan Paterson. T went imp in thme

'Rwinaoa' which was loaded with sandlal-
wood to the gunwale, almost into the Captain 'sq
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cabin. We had 2,200 tons and the State re-
ceived £2 5s. per ton for the carriage of that
wood. ft was shipped by John Paterson and
Co. and it was nearly the whole of thle pro-
duct of siandalwood for one year. When I got
to H1-ong Kong I found not only is the sandal-
wood getter of thle State in the clutch of one
particular buyer to whom he must sell, but that
John Paterson is also in the clutch of what is
knoain as the ''Sandalwood Guild" in Hong-
kong, which is composed of three firms, Jar-
dline Matheson, Oilman and Co., and Bradley
and Co. There is one reputable firm in Hong
Kong which I interviewed, and I found that
firm was entirely cut out of the trade. It was
thle firm that preceded Jlohn Patersoa; I think
it is Gutlie and Co. Guthrie had fallen out
over seine comlnission and does not get any
trade now. John Chinaman is a fairly astute
gentleman and he knows something about West-
ern Australian rings. He thinks that JIohn
Chinaman should get a cut out of the sandal-
wood trade, and therefore before a pound of
sandalwood reaches the consumer in China,
John Chinamnan in his sandalwood guild gets
£:40 a ton before the product is sold. Let me
mentLion that there is a fairly astute sandal-
wood getter named Ti, Park. The sandalwood
getters are .50 or 60 miles from anywhere.
They live away out in the bush, They do not
even get the "Sunday Times," but do not
suffer much loss thereby. They are not ia the
happyv position of thinking that the Germans
are defeated one week and having the newsi
contradicted the next. Mr. L. Park, of Warrie-
dar, wrote to Hong Kong. He was going to get
past Paterson of Fremantle. He was going
to have a co-operative scheme by which there
should be nothing between the producer and
the consumer. Hle wrote to a firm that was once
in the sandalwood trade and he gave me a copy
of the letter. M,%r. Park will be surprised if
ho gets "'Hansard" in finding that this letter
has been read in this Hfouse. The letter is ats
follows-

To Ls. Park, Warriedar. Your letter of
20th September to the Australian Consul
has been passed on for reply to us by our
Chamber of Commerce. The sandalwood
situation here is a somewhat difficult one to
explain. We were in it some years ago onl
behalf of Messrs. Cuthrie & Co., Fremantle
and Singapore, ivho sold out their interests
in the trade to John Paterson & Co., Pre-
mantle (Perth). who now solely dominate
the trade. This firm has three avrents here,
viz., Jardine Matheson & Co., Ltd..- ilman
& Co., and Bradley & Co.. who work on nt
commission basis (the last named firm we
are not quite sure of the basis or working);
they are bound together in an agreement
which we call the "Sandalwood Guild'' to
cell at same i-rices, allowances, and they
dlominate the trade against all corners. As
v-on well know the dlifficuly is to get the stuff
here, but in normal times, Paterson chartered
or engaged space on steamers coming from
'ouir coast carryVinf slepers to China and
.Taolau usully~ 2.000/2,500 tons ait a time.
which onl arrival, was divided up between
those interested then stacked in lots of about
100 tons with the necessary proportion of
chips (2lbs. and under) and dust, and in

combine fixed the price at which the whole
consignment was to be sold With the neces-
sary allowances for chips and dust.

They sweep up thle (lust in China, it is such a
valuable product. The letter goes on to say-

Cash discount for Native and Hon gkong cur-
rency (between which there is a discount),
length of time for clearance etc. Usually thle
lots were sold immediately for future clear-
ance and was piecemeal cleared, and in event
of further shipments to arrive the price was
reduLced of which buyers of uncleared pur-
chases got the benefit, that is if clearance
dlate was not yet due, and vice versa an in-
creased price if nothing was coming forward
of which the members were cognisant. Clear-
ances were always delivered in proportion,
say 10 lper cent. large stuff, 70 per cent.
regular, 15 per cent. chips, and 5 per cent.
dust whatever was the proportion. As you
can well see the business is highly organised.
The figures when we were in it, were very
profitable. If we remember rightly the wood
cost', ex wharf Fremantle, about £8 per ton,
and they used to pay about 25s. per ton
freight, payable on landed weight, of course
freight would be much higher now, and pos-
sibly not direct to Hong Kong hut via Singa-
pore, where a loss in weight is sure to happen
as Chinese steal the wood if transhipped, so
much so that precautions are always taken
here in unloading to stop pilferage. The pre-
sent price here is in the ineighbourhood of
$14 to $14.50 per pleul (a, picul is 1,331/3
lbs., IS picuils SO catties equal a ton), i~e.,
24/8 to 25/S per picul, so you can well

see there is a large profit in the trade, Fre-
mantle wood is preferred to Geraldton wood.
Geraldtou wood is usually sold at $1 per pieni
less, big wood should run 6Olbs. and over (in
fact full frees) and a lot containing 15 per
ceut. is considered good. Logs and wood
should be peeled, not barked with adze, as
this depreciates the oil fragrance when
burnt, We hope with all this detail You Will
understand how the trade is done.

Then the letter goes on to deal with clearances
and it says-

We are prepared to handle and care for any
shipments you may wish to ship as for your
account on a commission basis of 5 per cent.
accounting to you at actual selling price less
actual charges incurred. We give as refer-
ences the Bong Kong and Shanghai Banking
Corporation, Chartered Bank of India, Aus-
tralia, and China. In fact any Eastern Bank
and shall thank you to exchange same, as to
financing we leave this matter till you ad-
dress uts again.

The point I arrive at is this: of the 24s. 6R.
per picul. with the 16 piecils and 18 catties per
ton, runs out at £20 J is. Gd. per ton. The first
robber gets that. The guild of which I have
spoken-the Chinese guild-makes £20 after
taking the business Over from the original sat:--
dalwood guild. The "Kwvinnna'' took up 2,200
tons of sandalwood. There waa a profit to Pat-
erson of F'renmantle for being in the happy posi-
tion of getting cutters to send sandalwood
don-n, While Paterson slat in his office. The State
got £40.50 for shipment while Paterson got
£22.000 profit.

Mr. Johnston: On how many tonsI
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Mr. GREE.N: Onl 2,200. H~e makes £.10 per
toil profit, that is allowing for carriage. The
carriage used to be 25s. a tonl, hut no"w it is £2
5s. so these dealers are not in so good a posi-
tion as prev'iously.

Member: Does the Harbour Trust get much
out of sandalwood!

Mr. GREEN: The member for Fremantle
JM.-ones) no doubt caml give the lion. aem-

ber the informnation,. Let nie say onl these
figures, thme State has been losing the sum of
£30,000 per annum iii this one industry. That
amount is lost to the State. If it was a new pro-
position whereby the State had to erect machi-
nery I call recognise it would be taboo as far
as the present Government are concerned. See-
ing that thme Pr-emier cries Produce, Produce,
and still again Produce, and seeing that the
State need only take up the position of adver-
tising in the '"'West Australian'' or the ''Go'-
erment Gazette,"' if they are prepared to
make sandalwood a State mnonopoly and pimr-
chase, they would be in the happy position of
saying to the sandalwood getters, ''We are pre-
pared to piay you £10 15s. per ton so that you
may go further out, if need be, and extend the
industry. We w-ill allow £2 5s. a ton per
shipment by the State steamer, and £4,950
is a p~rofitable venture one way to Hong
Kong. After selling to the first robbers still
they make £7 per ton profit. This would
mean that the State would be making anl
.annual profit of £30,000 simply by mnaking
sandalwvood a State monopoly. If the Govern-
ment are prepared to proceed with that State
enterprise, I will do may best to see ,that they
get in touch with the Chinamen, so as to be
able to deal with the 'sandalwood guild'' and
cut out Jardine, Mathiesou & Co., and the first
robbers, thus getting in on the ground floor
and dealing directly with the Chinese. I have
here a letter from Mr. Frederick Mow Piing,
of Hong Kong. He is a native of Victoria,
the child of pure-blooded Chinese parents. FHe
was born in the Great Western District, and
is known to a number of Victorians. The
whole of the family have gone to China, and
made good there. Mr. Mow Piung's sister is
married to an Americana doctor. The lady has
translated into Chinese a text book of niursing,
and has also established a nursing staff of
native born Chinese, who are doing good work
under the Chinese health authorities. These
things, however, are by the yay. Mr. Mow
Fung is anxious to get in touch with the land
of his birth, and I am prepared to help) im if
the Governmenmt are willing to assist. His let-
ter is dated the 10th October, 1916, and the
portion relating to sandalwood reads as fol-
lows:

I note all you have stated, and I sincerely
trust You will have in the meantime made
further 'progress in finding out all about
this business.

Iwas experiencing great difficulty in getting
into touch with the sandalwood getters. I have
chased them a few hundred miles on the bike.
It is pretty hard to get near them. When you
do get near them, they dodge behind trees, un-.
less they happen to be armed with gunl.' The
letter continues-

As already informed you, I am in touch
-with some wealthy Chinese here who are pre-

paredl to go into this business oil a large
scale; in fact, some of them had already in-
vested a lot of money wvith a view to opening
tip direct sandalwood business with W.A.;
andl they have a manl named Hector, who,

Iunderstand, has been connected with the
trade for a number of years, and until re-
cently was carrying on same in partnership
with another manl nalled Paterson. Both of
them were up there,' and when they dissolved
lpartnership Hector made all arrangements
with the Chinese to carry on the business. I
shall be glad to hear further from you in con-
nection with this trade, as there is money in
it for all of 'is if it canl be worked success.
fully.

I am prepared to take up this position. I will
simlply suggest to the Government, ''There is
mney in this; take over the concern; simply
become the purchaser of sandalwood in this
State; help the poor beggars who are isolated
from the centres of industry out back, and who
have to get further back, by giving them an
increased amount of money. See that the
State gets some fair return for the cutting
out, as the member for Forrest suggests.''

Mfr. O'Loghleu: I did not suggest that.
Mr. G-REEN: Then I will say, ''Assist the

member for Forrest,ilor any other forestry ex-
pert, in this, so th t we may plant sandal-
wood, the supplies of which are being rapidly
depleted.'' At present the seller is getting
one-fifth of the final purchase price. So much
for sandalwood. As regards the deficit, I lam
of opinion that it is not entirely due to the
war, and not entirely fine to those State trad-
ing concerns which have been a bugbear for
several years past. This cry about State trad-
ing concerns is a dog that will not fight any
'more. Froml the Budget it is plain that the
State trading concerns, but for the bungle of
the cattle purehase-whieh, by the way, is
not a State trading concern, and the presence
of which among the State trading concerns
is inexplicable to those who understand
figures and examine them for their value-
would have shown this year a net estimated
surphus of no less than £55,000. I shall not
deal with the State trading eonicerns now.
The deficit exists not because of the war,
and not because of the State trading con-
cerns. It exists, to sonic considerable ex-
tent, because of thme loss on our railways,
which, again, is due to lack of population-
a matter over which we have no control for
the moment. But the chief cause of the
present parlous condition of the finances is,
in my opinion, the decrease in our gold
yield.' That point has been too frequently
overlooked. T have no wish to appear paro-
chial in this matter, but when T find on these
Estimates £1,816 less than on last year's
Estimiates for the pursuit of inquiries tend-
ing to the welfare of the gold mining in-
dustry, I cannot think that the value of
that industry is righitly appreciated by the
Governnment. Tn this respect let us compare
gold with wheat. Ia 1907 our gold yield
was worth 71/, millions; last year it was
worth a little under four millions, only about
half of what was won eleven years ago. It
means nearly three millions less money
spent in our community, given to wage earn-
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vrs and[ to recipients of dividends. That
fact in itself largely accoants for the con-
dition of our finances. Let hon. members for
a. nautnient think whaft it would mean if this
additional 8'4 millions were to be distri-
buted among the COnaun1111ity now, as was the
case in 1907. Let them imagine that at the
prosent day 16,000 gold miners are being
emiployed instead of only 8,000. Let them
imagine the money from those wage-earners
passing through the various ramifications of
trade nnd finally filtering to the City, and
thence to the farners, and throughout our
different industries. Then we would be now
in the same position as that which obtained
in 1907. It is true that our wheat produc-
tion has increased materially. In 1907.
when Western Australia was producing 7/4
million pounds, worth of gold, it was pro-
ducing only 2'Yl million bushels of wheat.
In 1916, when Western Australia produced
only a little more than four million pounds'
worth of gold, the wheat had increased to
18 t million bushels. The obvious inference
is that while agriculture requires all the
help we can give it, surely by a parity of
reasoning the great industry which has stood
on its feet heretofore, but in which produc-
tion has fallen to about half within a period
of ia years, in which the number of wage-
earners has diminished by half, requires as-
sistance from the best brains of this com-
munity. Surely it is plain that the State
must do the utmost possible to fortify this
great but declining industry. The only solu-
tion of our financial problem is taxation.
The present Treasurer has the ball at his
feet. Previous Governments who brought
forward super taxes had their proposals de-
feated in another place. They had no pos-
sible chance of passing their taxation, be-
cause in another place members were of a
different political faith. In this case the
Grovernment have, at all events for the mom-
enit, friends iii another place. Members else-
where are on many questions staunch Lib-
eral;, holding Conservative views opposed
to the progressive ideas of the Labour party.
What has been done in other States can be
done here. Queensland, for example, found
itself behind in its finances. On the 30th
October, 1917. its Treasurer anticipated a
deficit of £496,000. That, of course, is very
little more than half of what we here have
to face with only half of Queensland's pop-
ulation. At the sanme time, we can well fol-
low along the same lines as Queensland in
order to straighten our linances. That State
brought in the necessary taxation proposals
andI put them into operation; and Queens-
land to-day, with those taxes operating, is as
good a State as any other to make a living
in. Queensland is just as flourishing as any
other State of the Conmmonwealth. Unde'r
its increased stamip and succession duties.
Queensland is obtaining another £-50.000 an-
nually; from super tax on land it is
obtaining £120,000; front extra rents on pas-
toral holding;, £1.50,000; and from the new
income tax, £E180,000. New Zealand has done
something similar. New Zealand has faced the
position boldly. Our Colonial Treasurer, with

the -National party behind him, can do the
same. We of the Labour party can stand over
here and see the ripples below the surface
opposite. 'We see the anxiety of the different
sections of the National party, or of some of
thme independents, to grab office. It is very
apparent to us. We are not children, born
yesterday. We see the position as regards cer-
taini members opposite, who say, I I We arc with
you, brothers, but let us swallow you?' The
thing is plain and manifest. flowever, with
one or two exceptions the party attached to
the Government would be with them in a
policy of increased income tax and increased
land tax. J repeat, the ball is at the Trea-
starer's feet. I have great faith in him. If
hie facs the position boldly, he will be aC-
claimed in this State as S ir George Turner
was in Victoria, when my ntative State was
in the slough of despond financially a decade
or two ago.

Mr. THOIMSON (Katanning) [5.59]: Like
the last speaker, I feel aL certain diffidence in
approaching the Estimates. It does scent to
me that there is a general spirit of pessimism
in the Committee. Member after member
irises to say that the country is going to the
dogs, or words to that effect. One of the main
things which we need to bear in mind in the
Legislative Assembly of Western Australia is,
apparently, the establishment of a cheer-up
society. The members of that society would
cheer each other up, ad also would, inci-
dentally, let the people of the State know that,
after all, Western Australia is a country worth
living in. I amn quite prelpared to admit that
the deficit is mounting up to alarming propor-
tions. In any opinion we can trace our pire-
sent position, in pert at least, back to the 1911
election, when the Labour Government were
retuirtied by an overwhelming majority to carry
their policy into effect. They had a mandate
from the country, and so Itad a perfect right
to carry out their policy; hut it has had an
alarming effect upon the State.

lHon. T. Walker: You are talking nonsense.
Mr. THOMSON: Let me remiad bon. mciii-

hers. opposite that during the period they occu-
pied the Treasury bench our loan expenditure
was increased by 1-5 million pounds. Thus it
will be seen that they were largely responsible
for the present position. Still, as I have said,
they had a mandate from the Country, and so
were justified itt adding that huge expenditure
to the burden on the shoulders of the comt-
munity. The confidence expressed in them by
the people in 1911 w-as repeated in 1914, when
they were again returned to power. Therefore,
while we may blame the Labour Government
for the riresent position, after all, the blame
really, rests upon the country for having ac-
cepted the p1olicy of the Labour Government.
The present Government received their man-.
dlate fron the people at the last elections, tHie
mandate being that they must effect economi
Buit I do not think the country is desirous tha"t
the Governmnent should adopt the suiggestion
of the member for Perth (M.Pilkineton) for
violent and drastic retrenchment. I for one
would not support violent and drastic retrench-
mient. Thme member for Kalgoorlie (Mfr. Greeni)
has said that the Treasurer, if hep carried his
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policy ite effect, would be known as the Sir
George Turner of Western Australia, T was
living in Victoria when Sir George Turner put
his policy into effect, and I want to say that
[Lever by a vote of wine will such a policy of
drastic retrenchment be brought in here as Sir
George Turner introduced in 'Victoria.

Mr. Munsie: It was Western Australia that
saved Victoria at that time.

Mr. THO'MSON: I agree that Victoria has
much to thank Western Australia, and par-
ticularly Coolgardie, for. I. remember that
when the people of Victoria were rushing
over to tils State, those who remained be-
hind said, ''Let themn go; it will me-an more
work for those of us who remain." What a
foolish policy! Yet that is the policy thle
member for Perth would have introduced in
this State, a policy of drastic retrenchment
and its consequences. It is the duty of the
Government, however, to go faithfully
through their departments and cut down, c;on-
sistent with efficiency. It is a suicidal policy
for the State to dispense with mnen whom we
c;annot spare. 'in my opinion, thre Treasurer
has a very hard task before him. He cer-
tainly has my sympathy. I do not suppose
that any previous Treasurer of Western Aus-
tralia ever had so difficult a position to face.
But we have to remember that it is futile
to cut off a man's head in an endeavour to
save his life. That is what the member for
Pertb would have us do. We require to con-
serve and foster the State, and bring it back
to the happy position it enjoyed prior to
1911.

1Mr. Johnston: And up till 1914.
Mr. THOMSON: Well,' we will say up till

1914. At a later stage I hope to show hon.
mnembers that the position of Western Auis-
tralia is not so hopeless as sonme would have
ns believe. It is time we reduced the number
of State em~ployees. I believe that one in
every four of our mnale population is in the
Governmnent service. If this be so, we can
realise the enormous responsibility east upon
the other three, working outside the Govern.
nient service. It is time the departments were
re-organised, and if we are to judge hy the
startling statement in this morning's ''fWest
Australian'' and by the file I have here per-
taining to a certain gentleman who considers
he lhas been very harshly treated by the
State, it seems to me it is time also we
amuended some of the Acts under which pub-
lic servants work. This file deals with a
gentleman of thle name of Kessell.

The Minister for Works: Colenso Kessell.
Mr. THOMISON: I am inclined to call him

Colossal Cheek Kessell. Here is a man who
says hie feels aggrieved tllat he has not had
justice dolns to hizi by the State. In 1902 he
joined the Railway Department at a salary
of £208, and from 1902 until a few mlonth~s
Iago hie has been drawing a good salsry from
the State. Since 1911 he has been drawing
£500 per annumn and I find that a grateful
country lies paid his expenses from England
to the amount of £641 6s. 8d. So important
do I regard this matter as being, that I pro-
pose to read certain extracts from this file
for the information of the House and in order

that they may be recorded in "'Han sard.'
Let us consider the position of this particular
gentleman-and God knows there may he
hundreds of others.

Hon. T. Walker: What did you say hap-
penied inl 19111

Mrr, TIIOMASON: In 1911 this particular
gentleman had his salary increased by the
Government in which the lion, memiber oc-
cupied an imiportant office.

M1fr. Foley: It seems tha, his salary has
been increased] every yenr since 1902,

Mr. 'Munsie: He was appointed secretary
to the Premier before ever the Labour Gov-
erinient was thought of.

'Mr. T11OMSON: But your Government in-
creased his salary by £1 00. I think that
when a public, servant who has served thle
State for 17 years and is still in the prime of
life gets a pension of £132 per annum, tllere
is something wrong.

Mr. Johinston: They would not give him
the Imperial Service Order.

Mr. THOMSON: He deserved it for con-
sidering that he has not been fairly treated.

Mr. Munsie: It was thre first mnistako ever
he made-he did not go for the maxinlmum
award.

Mr, THOMSON: It is the bounden duty of
the Government to introduce legislation
which will prevent snch a thing ever happen-
imig again.

Time Colonial Treasurer: It is difficult to
take away pension rights.

Mr. THOMSON: It nmay be difficult, but I
do not think a man who has had a constant
job in the Government for 17 years, during
which he has drawn a large salary, is en-
titled to a pension. Contrast the position of
snch a man with that of a man working for
a private employer. Thme only pension an
ordinary workuman can look forward to is the
old age pension, and if he has been at all
thrifty in life the Oommnonwealth Govern-
meat will see to it that he does not get the
full measure of his old age pension.

Mr. Foley: No, public servant has been
eligible for a pension since 1904.

Mr. THOMSON: Well, if none of the others
can obtain a pension, perhaps I am going too
far.

Mr. Mfuosie: Any officer who joined the
service before that date (-an still get a pen-
si on.

Mr. THOM1SO]S: Incidentally I am going
to have something to say about the compas-
sionate allowances shown in the Estimates,
when we reach that division. But this 'Mr.
Kessell. in time ordinary course has seane 25
or 30 years of Life in front of hium, dilring
the whole of whichl time he will draw this
penision. We can all afford to he generous at
the expense of the Government. In Mr. Kos-
sell's circumstances probably even I should
he as free with my tips to stewards as was
Mr. Kessell, if I knew that the Government
were going to reimburse me. It is appalling
to think that the State has to pay that mnan
£132 per annumn for the rest of his life. He
has from 25 to 30 years ahead of him, and he
ought to live to be as old as Methuselah, if
only for the charges he has put uip against
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the State. It has cost the State £041 to
brimig this gentleman home,

Mr. Munsic: He is cheap at thle umoney.
Mr. THO'MSON: Perhaps he is. Let ume

draw attention to the fact that alt the time
be was travelling he received £4 ins. per day.

The Colonial Treasurer: No, that is one of
the many things he asks for. He has not
received it.

'Mr. THOMSON: Here are somae of his
claimns-

Fares, M,%r, and Mrs. Kessell and family.
Liverpool-froin 21st July to 3rd August,
14 dlays a.t £4 1.0s. per day, £03 (owing to
postponenmen t of sailing). Canada-be-
irveen Montreal and Vancouver, us distinct
fromt actual travelling time necessary in
4irossing the Dominion. August 18th to
27th, 10 days at £4 1 0s. pe;r day, £4.5. Van-
couver-delay caused through non-arrival
of steamer and postponed date of departure
for Australia, 29th August to 1st Septem-
ber, four (lays at £4 10s. per day, £18.

Sitting suspended ironm 6.15 till 7.80 p.nm.

Before tea I wvas reading front the file the
amnount which Mr. Kessell had claimed over
and above the amount which the Government
paid to him and I had got as far as New
Zealand. I was eudeavouring to follow this
gentlemsan through his trip and to show how
generous hie wvas prepared to be at the ex-
pense of this country. We come to New Zea-
land. ''Owing to the Australian strike,'steamer not proceeding to Sydney, and awvait-
ing developmsents September 21 to October 2,
11 dlays at £4 10s.-949 10s.1' Then we have
the item "detentions between Sydney and
Adelaide."I ''Arrive Sydney, evening Oc-
tober 7, reached Perth November 10. De-
layed, as distinict fromt time necessary for
travelling owing to no steamers runninig and
inability to procure berth on newy East-West
railway until November 7 from Adelaide, say
14 days at £4 10a-£6."1 Then wre go back
to when lie was living in London. "'Cartage
of baggage to London 17s. 6d., Excess charges
to Liverpool railway 6s. 6d. Liverpool: taxi
for selves and light baggage 2s. 6d., porters
3s;, baggage balance and porters 4s., storage
of heavy baggage till sailing £l10.9s., porters
on leaving 3s., taxis and porters at docks 8s.'"
Now he has got to Montreal and lie says,
''Gratuities on steamer £E2, baggage men and
transfer of baggage to railway 3a. 6d. Tor-
onto, taxi and baggage 38. Winnipeg, sleep-
ing car conductors 4s. 2d., porter, arriving,
Is., porter, leaving, baggage, 2s. 6d. Lake
Louise, sleeping ear conductor 4s. 2d.

Hopi. P. Collier: They arc all dollars now.
Mr. THO'MSONX: Yes. "Vancouver, por-

ters Is. 8d., sleeping ear coiiduetor 4s. 2d.,
baggage, station to hotel 4s., hotel gratuities
porter to wharf and taxi l0s., baggage trans-
fer, hotel to wharf including fares of family
(-5) 8s. 9d."1 Then he arrives at Auckland.
"Gratuities to stewards, etc., £5. Sydney,
gratuities to stewards on small boat bringing
party over safely on small boat £1 Os. 6d.,
baggage charges wharf to hotel 9s., excess
baggage to 'Melbourne and porters, arranging

same £1l 4s. Sd., baggage charges at Sydney,
carrier to residence, part of, storing balance
pending ascertaining possibility of going b~y
steamer anil conveyance to station for Mel-
bourne £2 10s. 2d.'1 Now he has arrived at
Melboune, and we have these items: ''Sleep-
ing car conductor 39., cloaik room charges
.5s Oi., baggage uren 3s., porters ont leaving
for Ballarat 2s. 6d., Ballarat cab 2s. Ade-
laisle-he is getting nearer home. ''Baggage
and cloak room, arrival Is 4d., sleeping car
conductor 2s. Oil., hotel and baggage porters
4s. 6dl., East-an4-West train gratuities and
porters 7s. Perth, baggage delivery carrier
4s. Gd.'" I wvant to say in fairness to the
Government that they turned all these iteims
down and T have read them deliberately with
the intention of having them insertedt in
''Hansard.'I'

Hion. T. Walker: Are they worth the cost?
Mr. THOMSON : They may not be, but

they will stand as as example to the
people of Western Australia of the colossal
imuidence of this gentleman who wyas paid
£E641, and still considers he hals a grievance
against the Government. lto statement No. I
we have this: ''six monthas long service leave
£204, two weeks annual leave £20 5is., fares

Mr. essell and family, Liverpool to Pre-
mantle, second class four and a half at
£52 i8s. 10d.-1238 4s. 9d., rnilwaW fares
Lonflon to Liverpool anti allowance for sleep.
ers and ineals on train across America
£40 17s., removal allowance furniture £70
allowance )15 per cent. on £15 18s. 10d., on(
fare only in accordance with regulation 04
£7 19S." This gentleman received from thE
IState of Western Australia £641 6s. 8d. t(
bring hint back to this State, and I anr
pleased to say the Treasurer refused to pa~i
any further claim. I do not propose to reat
the whole file. There are several other item;
II should like to refer to, but whent the pubilii
realise that this offcial, a paid servant of thi
State, has received £041 Gs. Sd. and also hati
the supreme impudence of lbeing desirous o
charging uip further anwounts paid inj' tips-
why we could all he generous and make our
selves large and big in travelling over tit,
world if it was at the expense of the Govern
ment.

Hon. T. Walker: He was keeping uip th,
reputation of Western Australia.

Mr. THOMSON: Possibly he was keepinj
up the reputation of Western Australia, be
no Agent General who has ever gone home an,
come back ever incurred the expense that thi
gentleman did.

Hon. P. Collier: The present Agent Centre
oiily received £500.

Mr. THO'MSO-N: The Premier, and I say
without contradiction, received from the Stat
for his passage home, £70.

Mr. Foley: You are costing Ile, a page fo
nothing now.

M.%r. THOMSON: fbt is worth the moneyt
have it inserted. 1 am, just quoting thee
itemis to show to what a pass our civil servic
is likely to arrive at if the condition of affair
such as this is allowed to continue, becaus
under the regulations, unfortunately as the
are to-day, we are not able to prevent thi
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gentlemtan receiving from the State £132 per
aninum. If it would be legal for this and
aniother place to pass sonic resolution or
amendment of the Act whereby we could pre-
vent anl imposition in this direction, an i-
position such as this, I say it would only be
doing comnmon justice to this State. It is
one of the economies that can lbe effected.

lHon. P. Collier: It has been done.
Mr. THOMSON: Then I say it has got

to stop. The Act should be altered and such
a thing should never be allowed to happen
again.

Hon. T. Walker: There will never he an-
other 'Kessell.

Hon, P. Collier: Much you have read is
not statutory obligation.

Mr, THOMSON:T- Whether it is done under
the Act or not, the Government have had
to pay.

The Colonial Treasurer: The £132 is stat-
utory.

Mr. THOMSON: The expendtinre I have
just quoted is not. I regret the £6132 is
statutory- As far as 1 ami concerned I say
quite clearly here, if it is within the power
of the House to prevent this individual from
receiving £132 per annum as a pension, it
shall have niy vote. As I stated earlier, I
am not in favour of vriolent and sudden re-
trenchnicnt such as that advocated by the
member for Perth (Mr. Pilkington). I had
the experience in Victoria of seeing the best
manhood of that State thrown ont of em-
ploylnment.

The Colonial Treasurer: It cost more to
keep the unemployed they say.

Mr. THOMSON: I believe tblmt is so, it
did cost more to keep the un~employed. in
'Victoria. We cannot afford to do anything
to precipitate a crisis, I have a firm belief
in Western Australia. I elaim to be an up-
timist, and not only in act, hut in deed.
There is no fair portion of the Common-
wealth which has greater possibilities than
Western Australia. Admitting that wve have
a very large deficit,, our total indebtedness,
including our railways, comes to something
like £E40,000,000. We have a sinking fund
of five millions, and that means that our net
indebtedness is 35 millions. Our railways
have cost us something like 18 million
pounds, and T say without fear of contradic-
tion that if the railways, at the close of the
war, were placed on the market, some Amer-
ican company would come along and give us
frontk 30 to 35 millions for them, and run
them as a paying concern. The member for
Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green) stated that the
Treasurer had the ball at his feet, and now
was his opportunity of taxing the comn-
mimnity. In my opinion we cannot tar the
commuinity into prosperity, or ecoinmise it
into Prosperity. Certainly, both factors wvill
materially assist in that direction. T aim
at one with the member for Perth (Air. Pilk-
ington) when he states that he is prepared
to Put a super-tax on liquor. We should be-
looking about for means of taxation, and see
if we cannot tax the luxuries of life. I was
sorry the Treasurer did not include iii his
taxation proposals an amusement tax. I will

discuss these various ta xation proposals
when they comle before us. We have no
reason to be down hearted so far as Western
Australia is tonerned.

Hon. P. Collier: We have not too much
reason to be cheerful.

'Mr. THO'MSON: That is so, bitt we do
not need to cry stinking fish and to decry,
our own security. Unfortunately, however,
there is a habit throughout the country, of
indulging in pessmism. In 1913-14, there
were deposits in the local branches of the
Com nmon weal it Savings Bank to the amount
of £277,956; iii the State Savings Banks
£4,624,482, and in the Children's Savings
Bank £23,016; or a total in the savings5
bankcs in that year of £4,92.5,454. In 1917,
the deposits in the Commonwealth Savings
Bankk were £1,025,661, in the State Savings
Banks £4,780,134, and in the Children's Sav-
ings Bank £35,216, or a total of £5,840,011.
This is an increase in deposits for the three
years since the outbreak of war, of
£915,165.

Hon. P. Collier: Increased bank deposits do
imot indicate prosperity'.

Mr. THOMSON: 'It is rather a good indica-
tion.

Hon. P. Collier: Quite the opposite. The
people may be buttoning up their money and
not investing it in industries. You want the
money, put into developing our- industries and
not left in the bank.

Mr. THOMSON: The savings of these de-
positors have increased by £915,165 in. that
period, and this is not the class of people which
would go in for large investments. I think I
am safe in assuming that, notwithstanding the
war, the people are fairly prosperouts; other-
wise their deposits in the savings banks would
not have, increased to that extent. Turning to
the private banks, we flid that in 1914 the de-
posits, not hearing interest, were £3,781,284,
and beariag interest £3,112,431, or a total of
£6,893,725. Last year the deposits not bearing
interest were £4,342,159, bearing interest
£4,427,028, or a total of £8,769,187. The total
increase for the three years of the war, both
as regards deposits in the savings bank and in
the private banks, amounts to £2,790,639.

The Colonial Treasurer: A good deal of the
increase in th6e private banks would be due to
the fact that they were holding sovereigns.

Mr. THOMSON: I understand that the Coin-
monwealthi have taken practically the whole of
the gold. These figures show that, despite the
fact that 30,000 odd of our producers have
gone to the war, there has been during the
three years of war, -both in the private and
savings bank;, an increase in deposits of atp-
proximately three mi llion. pounds. Tt is there-
fore time that the people stoppedl decrying
their country. As one who has much to hie
grateful for to Western Australia, 11 feel it my
duty to say that I have a belief in the future
of this State, notwithstanding that we are the
cinderella State of the Commonwealth. Unfor-
tunately, our seondary industries are not yet
established. There are people who are freely
stating that we should have unifiation, that
unification is the only thing that will save
Western Australia from bankruptcy. All I can
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say is, if that is so, God help Western Aus-
tralia. When Federation was introduced] we
were told that it would mean cheaper living,
lint instead of that it has meant an increased
c-ost of living. It may seemn from my statemient
thaut I am an anti-Federalist, but I make this
statement, knowing that I am doing so deliber-
ately, and knowintg it to be correct, that Feder-
ation has absolutely strangled our secondary
indlustries. There is no getting away from that
point.

The Minister for Works: Hear, Hear!
Mr. THOMSON: The Chamber of Coinuce

has recently taken considerable interest in
our financial drift. To my niind these gentle-
men01 reaped the full benefit of our prosperity
when we had years of ptenty,

Mr. Lanmbert: If we took a greater interest
ini their exc-ess profits it would be very much
better.

.Mr. THOMSON: This is the unfortunate po-
sition we are in, or would be in if we estab-
lishied any industries in Western Australia to-
alay. We have this unfortunate position staring
us in the face, unless we get special exemption,
that upon any profits that are made on enter-
prises that are started the Coumnonwealth will
take 7-5 per centt. for the first year.

Mr. Lutey: Why make so much profit; whly
not make a fair pofit?

Mr. THOMSON: If an industry only makes
a profit of £100, under this Commonwealth
taxation proposal, that Government will take
£7.5 of it. There is -not very much inducement
for people to start industries in this State
to-day, when other industries of the kind will
be found to have already been started in the
Eastern States. The Federal Government have
entered into the realms of State rights in re-
gard to taxation in a way that was never
anticipated. We have the Federal land tax,
amusement tax and an income tax, and oii the
top of that we have the Commonwealth Sav-
ings Bank. [ have not been able to ascertain
the amount of money the Commonwealth has
received from the land and income taxes and
the amusement tax, or the profit it has re-
ceived from the Commonwealth Savings Bank.
I find, however, that since 1902, Western Aus-
tralia has paid to the Customns £16,493,417.
I want to impress the fact upon bon. members
that in 1902 there was collected through the
Customs in this State £1,335,014. During the
year 1917 there was collected, through the Cus-
tomus of this State, a sum of £E809,202, or an
apparent saving to the people of E456i,4]l1.
This, however, is not a saving to the State. T
find, on turning to the ''Statistical Eegister,'"
that for the six months ended the 31st Decem-
ber last we imported from the Eastern States
goods of purely Australian origin to the value
of' £1,670,694, or, to bring the fligures down to
dlays, we are importing from thme Eastern States
goods of purely Australian origin to the value
of npproximntely £9,162 vcr day. Here, in mny
opinion, is ain opportunity for the buisiness
w~en of Perth to come to their country's rescue.
'rhey say that thme financial drift umust stop,
th~at the-State must play its vart. The Chain-
her of Commerce is opposed to state enter-
prises. I, personally, am not in favour of
State enterprises, but if they mean the salva.

tion of this country, and the business people
will not establish soine of the industries which
are so badly wanted, I will go to the length of
saying that it is the duty of the Government
to establish such enterprises. If the men who
have money at stake in this country ate not
prepared to play their part, we shiall be re-
luctantly compelled to ask the Government to
introduce these business concerns themselves.

Mr. Foley: Some of us have been in favour
of that for years.

Mr. THOMSON: There is a large field for
the manufacture of woollen articles and count-
less other things, which I will not deal with at
the present juncture because I understand that
it is desired to finish the general discussion on
the Estimates to-night. There is one business
which should be fostered by the Glovernment,
and that is in regard to cool stores. From
Albany uip to Narrogin there are approxi-
mately a million sheep, and in view- of that
fact we should now begin to prepare for the
export of lambs. 'May I be permitted, briefly,
to refer to the evidence placed before the Agri-
cultural Royal Commission, of which we hare
heard so much. There is a fund of itifonina-
tion contained in the report of that Cwmuis-
sion. I wish to Impress upon the Government
the fact that, unfortunately, ais a general rule,
when any improvements are going to be made,
such as the pr~ovision of facilities for the ex-
port of meat or wool, the first expenditure has
been incurred at Fremantle. As I have said
before in this Rouse, my views are not of a
parochial nature, and I believe that every part
of the State should receive its just dues
and requirements. T have, therefore, no
desire to take away from Fremantle that
to which it is jnstly and lawfully entitled.
But it is time that we of the outports were
given the same facilities anid opportunities to
export goods to foreign markets as are avail-
able at -Fremantle. The evidence placed be-
fore the 'Royal Commission was that Albany
has a cold store of 30,000 cubic feet capacity
and that it is possible by the expenditure of
£2,000 to provide conveniences suitable for
handling fronm 500 to 600 lambs per day. Up
to (late the Government have spent £18,000 on
the Albany cold store, without receiving any
profit in return-at which I do -not wonder. To
my mind, the works have been located unsuit-
ably, right away from the town. Mforeover, they
are designed principally for the storage of
fruit. Even in this respect, however, the con-
ditions are such as to make it practically impos-
sible for the small grower to derive any benefit
from the establishment of that store. The store
can, if necessary, freeze 3,000 lambs for export
n-eekly, provided only that the Government are
prepared to incur an expenditure of £2,000 to-
wards that end. As there is not a sold] store at
PFremantle, the G overnmenit must, I admit, face
the establishment of one there, if necessary as
an accessory to the Wyndham freezing works.
But, in view of the expert evidence I have
quoted, I contend the Government would be
justified in immediately incurring that small
expenditure at Albany. I guarantee that from
the country between Albany and Narrogin
3,000 lambs can be supplied per week.

Mr. Harrison: What are you going to do
with them after you have frozen them?
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'.\r. THOM S1UNX: I admit that at present it
is impossible to export frozen lambs, but we
know that meat is urgently required throughout
the country. We know, too, that our sheep are
increasiug in number;, so that, if we do not pro-
vide an outlet, as suggested, by way of cold
storage, there is likely to be a serious slump in
the price of sheep. It is the bounden duty of
the C-overunment to be prepared for the export
trade which will come. Do not let us start to
pitt our house in order when the thief comes.
Let us be ready. When the war is over and the
homeland is calling for supplies of food, let us
be in the position to take our part by exporting
frozen lambs. I am not going to criticise the
Government for having got rid of the dairy and
fruit experts. Still, I believe the Minister for
Industries will bear me out in saying that at
present this State has neither a butter expert
nor a bacon exlpert, though u-c are desirous of
establishing the butter and bacon industries,
Far too much money is being sent out of this
State in paymnent for those two commodities, I
therefore suggest to the Government that the
Minister for ]Industries should secure as speed-
ily as; possible both a butter expert and a bacou
expert. The Government, I understand, are pre-
paring planis for butter and bacon factories;
but let us not embark on a new natural indus-
try wvithout taking advantage of the experi-
ec of the 'Eastern States. Let us profit by

their mistakes. Let us benefit by their experi.-
ence. Let us start where our competitors stand
to-day- I strongly urge the Government to en-
gage experts as I have suggested.

'Mr. Johnston: Mr. Connor was supposed to
be a butter and bacon expert.

Mr, THOMSON: Mr. Connor was most en-
thusi18astic.

'.%r. Foley: Anybody can be enthusiastic.
Mr. THOMSON: However, I will not discuss

that phase at all. Another matter I desire to
touch on is the need for the erection of silos.
Recently I asked whether it was proposed to
erect silos at Albay, ad whether there would
be any engineering difficulties. But, as usual
-this applies not only to the present Govera-
meat, but to every Government this State has
had-when it comes to the expenditure of
money for the providing of facilities, Fre-
mantle comes first. Fremantle comes first
every time. That port has to-day absolutely
the best facilities to be found in this State
for handling wheat in bags. Then, if the bulk
handling system is to be inaugurated, why can-
not the Albany district have the silos erected
first?

Mr. Harrison: To which port does the bulk
of the wheat go?

M~r. Johnston: Fremantle.
Mr. THOMSON: I anticipated a question

of that kind. The bulk of the wheat should go
to its nearest port; and that is what I am
contending, T represent a district which has
been penalised for years. Before the wheat
pool came into existence, the farmers were
penilised by the port of Fremantle being made
the' basis Of deduction for railage, though
some of the wheat from my district went to the
port of Albany. The reason given for making
Fremantle the basis was that the part of
Albany bad no handling facilities. fn the

1916 season the country front Albany to Wagin
produced 1,40.5,155 bushels of wheat-quite
sufficient to justify the Government in giving
serious consideration to the placing of silos at
the southern port. Let me say here that in
advocating the establishment of silos at Albany
I ann not in the slightest degree encroaching
upon the province of the memiber for Albany,
who no doubt will back ine up. The farms in
my district will fill those silos; and therefore
I shouild be uanting in my duty if I did not
voice my protest against the action of the
Government in erecting silos first at Fremantle,
which has up-to-date handling facilities,
while the port of Albany has absolutely no
facilities whatever.

Mr. Harrison: Tine purpose of the silo is to
preserve the asset when you have it.

Mr. THOMSON: Why cannot we preserve
the wheat grown in our district at the natural
port of that district? Does the lion, member
think it a fair thing that our wheat should be
dragged to Fremantl Let uts not forget that
the producer has to pay the railway freight
every time.

Mr, Pickering: If a silo is put up at Albany,
a silo should be put up at every port.

Mr. THOMSON: I have neither the right
nor the desire to encroach upon the functions,
of the hen. members who represent Bunbury
and Geraldton, They would regard it as pre-
sumption on my part if I were to urge the
establishment of silos at their ports. I am sent
here to represent my own electors, and in
advocating the erection of silos at Albany I
ant battling for men who have during a long
term of years suffered from the lack of those
convenience2.

M r. F oley: I have not heard the member for
Albany say that a silo was wanted at his port.

Mr. H. Robinson: I was occupied in offering
suggestions for adjusting the finances.

Mr. TH-OMSON:. As regards the deficit,
with which the member for Albany dealt at
length, the wheat which the State is producing
will help to pay off the deficit.

Member: The wheat may be here for three
years.

Mr. THOMSON: Possibly. But it is the
duty of Parliament to conserve the interests
of the people. Where will the ports be if
the farmers are driven off their holdings be-
cause they are not able to continue the pro-
duction of wheat or other commoditiest I1
have voiced my protest because of the lam-
entable fact that on every occasion when
improvements are proposed the metropolitan
area gets the preference. I have another
suggestion to make; and I expect tbe mem-
ber for Albany will take me to task for
making it, because it involves a slight ex-
penditure. In my opinion it would be des-
irable to establish demonstration cars in
order to convey expert agricultural know-
ledge to the settlers. We have had experts
who were supposed to disseminate their
special knowledge among the agricul-
tural population. The unfortunate diffi-
culty, however, was that the majority
of the farmers who required informa-
tion would persist in living too far
away from Perth. That was the un-

Lnc:1YIQi x I



(28 Pnclauiay, 191-8.15

fortunate thing. If all the farmers in
need of information had lived within a few
miles of Perth, it would have been aDl right.
Then they could have come in at night to
hear lectures, and thereafter gone home. If
we are to have agricultural experts, we must
send them out into the country. To my
mind it is no use merely sending a man into
the country to deliver a two, three or four
hours' lecture--as sonic of our experts, in
their zeal, did; and I have no desire to de-
tract from either their zeal or their ability.
Still, it would not cost the State much to
convert one or two closed-in railway wagons
into demonstration ears, and by this means
convey to the outback settlers information
as to wool classing, soil culture1 and wheat
growing, and other information which can
be imparted by experts. There is another
matter I want to deal with and it refers to
the repatriation of the soldiers, more par-
ticularly in connection with land settlement.
We have heard a great deal about nothing
having been done. I do not intend to east
any reflection on -Ministers because I be-
lieve they are sincere, but so far as can be
judged from the actual results, we have ar-
rived at that stage when we should have
something tangible to place before those Sol-
diers who have returned and those who may
yet return. I have received a letter which
has given inc cause for considerable thought.
It was written to me by the wife of a man
now serving his country. This soldier wrote
to his wife and she communicated with me
,in the follo 'wing terms-

As representative member for Katan-
ning, I wish to ask you to kindly place
my letter before the 'Minister it concerns,
and get a definite reply, as the contents
are of vital importance to a large awrn-
ber of our citizens as well as to our men
on active service. The following is an ex-
tract from letters received from our hus-
bands and other men on active service-
Several of our fellows are asking me to
write and request you to find out what our
Government are doing for us on our re-
turn when the war is over. We are
amongst railway men and others from
America and Canada. They say those
countries are good places to make good in,
and that -'their Governmnats are making
special concessions to those who have done
their bit in this war regardless of what
country they enlisted in. Kindly find out
and let us know so that we may decide
what is best for us to do. We want to
know definitely as other countries have
their schemes all ready.

Hon. members will thus see that the men in
the trenches are anxious to know what we
are going to do for them when they return,
because they see possibilities elsewhere. The
men who wrote the letter were under Mfle
Industries Assistance Board and they are
anxious to find out also what their position
is. The letter goes on-

There appeared an article in the "West
Australian" a week or so ago to the effect
that the Federal Governnment were leaving
the question to the Treasurer, M-%r. Oar-
[27]

diner, as to the finality whether those men
who have been on tbe Industries Assist-
ance Board before enlisting should partici-
pate in the repatriation scheme whereby
each Manl qualified was to receive a loaa
of £500, notwithstanding his previous
indebtedness. As vonL are aware
many farmers who on account of
bad seasons, handicapped with poison
country and indifferent land, etc. were
practically forced through the accumulated
and ever accumulating debt, and seeing no
future prospect, to enlist, thinking it bet-
ter to expend their energies fighting for
their country instead of being a burden as
they were on practically impossible propo-
sitions. These men should have every con-
sideration as they were not lacking in grit
and energy. It was not their fault that
they were failures, but rather the fault of
the Government who sent them out to pio-
neer in uncertain areas.

I- can endorse that statement. The Govern-
inent of this State--T am not blaming any
particular Government-in_ a great many int-
stances have been responsible for failures on
thle land because they sent men out to take
uip land which was totally unsuitable.

Mr. Teesdale. Does that. refer to Kat.a-
ning?

'Mr. THOMSON: I am not going to men-
tion which place X am referring to; it would
not be right. Bitt even in Katanning there
have beenl failures and the fault lies with the
Government for having placed men on land
onl which there was no chance of making a
success. In fact it was a gross inljustice to
do that, and I go so far as to say that it was
almost a crime to place inexperienced men
on laind which was totally unsuitable for
cultivation. Repeatedly I have asked that
officers of the department should be sent
down to inqulire into the cause of the fail-
ures Of the crops, hut up 'to the present withi-
out success. I am particularly referring to
thle failures at North Ongerup. Settlers in
that part have spent not only a good deal of
money, but valuable years of their lives with-
out avail. If after inquiry the Government
find that the land on which these settlers
were placed is Unsuitable, and that it will not
produce, it is their bounden duty to reconi-
pense the men on it because they were sent
there under false pretences.

Mr. Jfohnston: Is the salt the trouble?
Mr. THOMSON: I have been endeavouring

to find out, and it is the duty of the depart-
ment to show why the land is not productive.
Of Course I can point to instances where sue-
eess has followed farming operations, whero
families have niade good after having taken
up their selections without any capital. Of
course there are good and had areas in every
country- just as there are good and bad mndi-
s-id a Is.

Mr. Rlicknmott: Is it the fault of the land
or the meca on the land?

M,%r. THOMISON: I believe it is the fault of
the laud because the men have stuck to it
year after year and in those instances where
they have removed to more favourable blocks
they have met with success,
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Mr. Hiekmott: Some can make good, while
others, even though they spend fortunes, can
never succeed.

Mr. THOMSON: In the eases. I have
quoted it was not the fault of the individuals,
but of the Government, who sent them out to
pioneer in uneertain areas. But I have di-
gressed somewhat. The letter I was quoting
goes on, and it is the wife who is now writ.
ing-

These men will not expect to go through
a repetition of their past bitter experi-
ences, especially after suffering all the hor-
rors of warfare, while I think in mnany
eases their miental vitality will not stand
it. So many of our returned men are al-
ready complaining of delay and lack of
employment-one has only to go out to
hear the dissatisfaction. Needless to say
every country owes a debt to our men
who are fighting for their country's cause,
in order that those who stay behind might
enjoy and retain (what under German rule
and power would soon be confiscated) their
properties and possessions. Our husbands
and the Men in question are asking for a
definite reply, and if it is a negative one,
then they can take it that the Government
do not want popnlation in Western Aus-
tralia, and it would, therefore, he as well
for them to negotiate with other countries
and seek pastures new.

That is the letter which I have received. I
have not presented it to the Minister yet,
because I have not had the opportunity to do
so. I thought the mnatter of such vital im-
portanee, and seeing that the statemnents con-
tained in it were written by men now at the
Front, that I considered I should read it to
bon. members. 'We should have some definite
policy. I do not blame the present or the
previous Govcrniment I I lay the blamne at the
door of the 13ederal authorities. They have
not made the money available to eniable the
State to do its duty. :In my opinion, the
Government Of Western Australia should ap-
proach the Federal authorities and ask for
permission to build roads in connection with
the repatriation scheme, and also to con-
struct railways if it is considered desirable
to open up any given area, and we as a State
ishould give the land to these men free of
cost. I consider that if a mnan has fought
for his country or eveni for any portion of the
.British Empire, hie should receive special
consideration on his return. The State of
New South Wales is prepared to receive inen
from any portion of the Empire. We
too should be ready to receive men
from everywhere, but we are not ready to
do so. We seem to be only playing with
this great question. Unfortunately, the
hands of the Government appear to be tied
by the Commonwealth. But that should not
prevent us from preparing our scheme. We
want to be ready to receive men and to in-
crease our population as soon as the war is
over. Personally, I think the Government
should prepare plans and specifications of
public buildings, railways, and other works
of utility which are likely to be required in
the near future. I know the Treasurer will

say, ''Where are you going to get she money
f rom."I

The Colonial Treasurer: No, he will not Say
much to you; you can go on.

Mr. THOMSON: The Treasurer and others
will ask that query. All I can say is that
we must find the money if we are to make
the State advance. If the State is not pre-
pared to receive inmmigrants and is not pre-
pared to receive the soldiers when they return,
there will he serious trouble. Therefore, II
hope the Government will take into consider-
ation the suggestions which I have offered.
I have pled ged-myself to support the Govern-
ment in carrying out their policy of economy
with efficiency, hut no vote of mine will ever
be cast which wili bring about chaos in
Western Australia. I am prepared, however,
to support the government in every genuine
proposal for economy, proposals which will
not impair the efficiency of the State. t1 am
prepared to support reasonable taxation pro-
posals, recognising that we must have them.
We must carry on the affairs of the State,
not in a spirit of despondency, because we
have a State with wonderful possibilities.I
trust hon, mcmtners will feel. it to be their
duty to case from cavilling and crying down
this wonderful State of ours, and that they
will carry on a cheer-up society, believing
sincerely and honestly that there is no per-
tion of the Commonwealth like Western Aus-
tralia which can offer greater inducement to
men who are desirous of improving their
positions.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [8.281: : I ani not
going to delay the House for any length of
time, and I do not intend to go over the ground
which has been already traversed by many
speakers. There are, however, one or two
things which I desire to bring under notice.
We know that the war has been largely re-
sponsibl for our present financial Position.
The remedies may be varied and many, but we
have to go back to the basic principle that,
being citizens of the earth we must get our
products from the earth. And the expenditure
we are put to for the development and increase
of production will be financed from that pro-
duction. Further expenditure must he incurred
for the protection of the assets created through
that production. Beyond that we have to rely
on taxation of the wealth of those who have
wealth to give. We all have a certain amount
of wealth, if not of cash, at least of energy,
and men in every walk of life must pay tax
on their energy and must realise it. We cannot
afford to pay mcii on certain hours of employ-
ment; because if we pay for energy by Cash
and we are not getting the full equivalent of
energy, we are going backwards instead of
forwards. We must insist upon getting a
higher standard. We are all too selfish. We
are not giving the equivalent ire should. We
are each looking from the narrow, selfish stand-
point. We on this side come here as a national
party with national aimis and aspirations. Per-
sonally I am sorry that we have not come to
anything like the standard I thought we should
attain under this Nationsl Government.

M.Nr Davies: It is early yet.-
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'Mr. HARRISON: It may be. I have thought
that it would be a good thing if we had a limi-
tation of time for speezbhes.

lion. T. Wlalker: What is your length?
Mfr, HARRISON: I think I could condense

nay remarks to the members of the House to
within half an hoar. Cabinet Ministers and,
F suppose, the leader of the Opposition would
require a little more latitude. I really do think
we could condense our speeches and bring out
the kernel of what we wish to say-not the
root system, tree, branches, the stem and the
leaves, or the burr and shell, bitt the kernel of
what we wish to say, in half an hour, Long
speeches are of little avail. The crux of the
whole position. to-day is shipping aad ship-
building. Because of the war and the entemy
submaries we cannot get our products away.

Mr. Pickering: That is n Federal matter.
'Mr. HARRISON: I am aware of that. It is

no reason why we should not assist by doing
our part. I have heard that there is private
capital in Western Australia for ship building.
If the Commonwealth will not tackle the ques-
tion, and if the State cannot get a share of
the ship building through the Government,
surely wve are not going to prevent private en-
terprise from tackling it. The trouble is that
the ow.ners of this capital say they are not
prepared to start until they get an assurance
that there will not be competition by the State,
We are losing a lot of ground by not getting
off the mark without further delay-. Here is an-
other point, also a Federal matter-I do not
know of anything that would give better re-
suilts with less cost. I refer to the adoption of
the metric system and decimal coinage. If we
were to do this, not a tenth of the time for
the education of the young by the decimal sys-
tenm would be required as against what is
necessary under our present complex system.
If we brought down our calculations to the
metric system we would come into line with the
most advanced nations of the world.

Mr. Davies: It would have. a beneficent
effect onl the cost of living.

Mr. HARRISON: It wonld he thle greatest
factor to economy that I know of. Britain,
the most conservative nation of all has not
yet adopted the systemn. On the 4th August,
19iG, four years before, the war broke out, it
was carried in the Commonwealth Parliament,
with only two dissentients. Why should not
Western Australia assist the Empire by fall-
ing into linle with the Commonwealth in this?
We could let it take effect at once by findiug
a place for it in the curriculum of our schools.
I know or nothing else that would bring so
itch good to the State. We have a hybrid

systeni in Australia to)-day, which system they
had in England 30 years ago, buying local
product by the quarter and foreign by thle
cental- We still sell on a long ton of 2,240
lbs. and we buy hack at 2,000 lbs. Think
what it would mean with the handling of our
wheat to-day and with the records of it: think
what it would mean in our offices and our
businesses. It wonld knock out some of the
accountancy work, for a man could then focus
Onl ny portion of his business at a glance.
Remember our experience at school, when
after a wearying passage through the earlier
stages or arithmetic, we reached the decimal

system. It was child's play to what we had
gone through. The Imperial Government are
likely to adopt this' systemn when the war is
over and I think we should suport them. On
the subject of the Estimates, I do not propose
to address Myself to the question in what has
become the ordinary way. All the depart-
mental figures are furnished in the annual
reports of thle several departments, where any
member who chooses may study them. Thus
far, the general debate has been productive of
v-cry little. We have had from the leader of
the Opposition the suggestion that we should
not make nurseries of our schools. We have
had other suggestions from other members,
andi I hope those suggestions will he taken
notice of by the Governent. But if we are
to make these very long speeches I do not
think that what we say will be taken miuch
notice of. The questions that particularly in-
terest my electorate I will refer to when we
are dealing with the items. I hope hon. mnem-
bers and the Government in particular will
give full consideration to my suggestions in
regard to ship building and the metric system

H~on. T. WALKER (Kanowna) 18.40]: I
agree with the hon. member that there has
been a tremendous amount of talking, and I
ant wondering what definite plans we have
formutlated for the assistance of the Govern-
ment. I approved the utterance of the man-
her for Katanning (Mr. Thomson) when he
reproached for their pessimistic tonle all the
mnenthers who have spoken thus far. I1 very
sincerely regret that the Treasurer should
have set the example in that respect. A more
gloomy, foreboding speech I have never heard
than that uttered by the Treasurer in deliver-
ing his Budget. It may be an excuse that lie
could not help it, that he was telling the
truth , that there was no other course for hint
to take but to let us know the plain facts,
tliat neither he nor his colleagues nor Parlia-
tuent could possibly find a solution of the
difficulty into which it was said the State was
drifting. I draw attention to the fact that
this tone h as become thme parrot cry, the
fashion, taken up even by our daily news-
papers, evidently through writers who have
never seriously thought of the great problems
of national development, but who write from
the purely party standpoint with a view of
daning one section of the political com-
niunity and exalting the other on a pedestal.

The Colonial Treasurer: We are not to be
exalted.

Rit. T. WALKER: Not just now, becaus:e
there are other suns rising in the firmament,
and all .eyes are upon them. The Treasurer
is very much in thle position Mr. Scaddati was
in when be was in the Treasury three or four
years ago. He was not the chosen, the se-
lected, the petted, the favourite of a certain
section of the community, and therefore nall
ho didl was to be utterly condemned. The
Press talked about a financial debauch, talked
about reckless extravagance, the want of ec-
onomy and the exhibition of inability to
finance the State at all. What are the facts,
as we have had them revealed by the Trea-
surer himself ? The Scaddan Government
were in office for five years, and the Press was
crying '"Gone-a-million-Jack." This Govern.
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nient, and their predecessors of similar ilk-I
am not using the ward in its vulgar sense-
have been in office for, one year and eight
month;, and they have gone to the bad two
millions. So it is no longer "Gone-a-million-
.-lack'' but ''Gonte-three-qnillions.Jiml.l''Now
that, of course, would be a very ungracious
thing for me to say if it were not for the
fact that the Government are in office simply
on that cry of I'IGone-a-niillio- Jack'",; the
inability of the Labour Government to keep
the finances within the Budget. If it were
not for the cry that we are drifting, that We
arc going to the chasm of destruction, this
Government would never have come into
office. When Mr. Wilson was leader of the
Opposition the cry on this side "'as , ''IPut

n there who have business capacity, who
know how to run the State by financial rule,
who have experience and can manage things.
That able is inconpctent. They are inex-
'perieneed. They have no capacity."1 And,
backed up by the public Press, by the Liberal
leagues, by the junior Liberal leagues, and by
aspiring youthful politicians who tal1ked as if
the wisdom of Solon and of Demosthenes and
all the great teachers of the ages were in
them, they threw such dust in the eyes of the
public, they so absolutely suppressed the real
truth and they suggested so many absolute
falsehoods that the public believed them.
They were looking for their saviour, for the
Messiah. They groped about for him; they
got Mr. Wilson. He was not good enough
and then they held their secret meetings and
found the hon. member. They roped himi in.
Ho camne with his generous heart and said, "'I
have come here to help you; please, Govern-
nient, won't you allow me to help you?" And
they thought he was so helpful that they em-
braced him and gave him a prominent place
in the Government. And now what does he
say? ''You help me because I cannot help
myself.'' Undoubtedly the hon. member has
had some experieuce in the political history of
the country, in the building of the history of
the State. I want him to bear in mind that,
when they took him in-or he took them in-
he assumed the responsibility. He then told
the public at large, the constituencies of this
State, "I am going to do things which will
restore to a normal state the drifting
finances. "

The Colonial Treasurer:- Nonsense.
Hon. T. WALKER: It was a fact.
The Colonial Treasurer: Absolute nonsense.
Hon. T. WALKER: The hon. member as-

sumed responsibility.-
The Colonial Treasurer: I am assuming re-

sponsibility now but I am not talkinig tripe.
Han. TF. WALKER: But the hon. member is

acteting it. The hon. members on the Govern-
mnrt side obtained their seats by none other
than false pretences.

The Colonial Treasurer: We take no notice
of your assertions.

Iron. T. WALKER: What a magnificent
spirit; what a noble example.
*The Colonial Treasurer: Talk sense.

Hfon. TF. WALKER: I say tbe Government,
by their statements that the Labour Govern-
ment had exhausted the resources of the State,
that they had not the capacity to financially

steer the State, and that the newcomners, calledl
under the name of National, were going to
restore public confidence and prosperity-by
those statements they were saying things that
were not true and assuming a superiority that
was nothing short of a false pretence.

The Minister for Works: That is your
opinion.

Hon. T. WALKER: It is the opinion of the
public undoubtedly at the present time. There
never has been an exhibition more pitiable in
the history of parliamentary Government in
this State, or in any other, than the Treasurer
coming along and telfling the House and the
eduntry that he practically has no defined
policy, that he and every member must con-
sider himself a shareholder and a director.

The Colonial Treasurer: When you sat here
you did not ask, you demanded it, and some of
us were so loyal as to give it.

Hon. T. WALKER: When the Labour Gov-
ernment were in power they took the respon-
sibility.

The Colonial Treasurer: All this ancient his-
tory at i1s, 6id, a page is too dear.

Ron. TF. WALKER: Depend upon it, the
truth is going homne.

The Minister for Works: It is going home
as far as you are concerned.

Hon. TF. WALKER: I say again, notwith-
standing these sneers, notwithstanding the ex-
hibition of character unworthy of the Treas-
urer of a dignified Government of the State,
notwithstanding all that, I say there never
was a more pitiable exhibition than to come
here and ask every member of Parliament to
shape a policy f or the Governnient that have
assumed the position and taken the responsi-
bility. In no part of the world has such a
spectacle been seen. It may be new; it may
be original.

Mr. Pickering: National.
lHon. TF. WALKER: If that is National, then

keep us from such nationality. Their cry of
National was another sort of advertisement
like the advertisement on a pill box.

Mr. Pickering: There is nothing wrong in
nationalism.

Han. T. WALKER: But there is something
wrong in the assumption of monopoly to nation-
alism.

Mr. Johnston: You had the chance to come
in.

R~on. T. WALKER: To conic into this sort of
coniglomleration and call it niationalismf What
is there national about it? What has it done
that is national? What proposal has it made
that is purely national? What has it accom-
plished in that respect? By the attitude of
some members it has helped to make the nation
unnational. Where is the nationalism, and
what can be hoped from a Government eansti-
tuted as it is! There are somne remnants of
the old Liberals.

The 'Minister for Works: They are not too
bad.

Hon, T. WALKER:- I have some respect for
some of the new Liberals. I recognise in
political matters, as in national affairs, there
are negative and positive poles. The medium
between the two is the direction which nature
often takes. I respert the old Tory but I can-
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not be with him. We have the old Liberals
and the new Liberals.

Mr. Pickering: And the Country party.
Hon. T. WALKER: We hare the Country

party, the National Country party, the Inde-
piendent Country party; we have the Liberal
Nationalist, the Country Nationalist, the new
Liberal Nationalist, and the Conservative
Nationalist. We hare all these mixtures.

Mr. Pickering: Proving it truly national.
Ron. T. WALKER: Provinig it purely

hybrid, neither one breed nor another.
It proves that already there are conflict-
ing elements in that combination that cannot
harmonise. It means that there should be a
sliking of some conscious conviction on the
part of same. There are forces pulling in op-
lposite directions, conflicting views that cannot
unite and the Government can only exist bya
species of compromise which is a subjugation
of all independence. There can be no one cours
taken. We see that when great questions are
submitted to the Premier he says, "'I will tell
you what my opinion is as Mr. Lefroy, but I
cannot give you the opinion of my Government
until T have consulted my colleagues.'' And he
has to askc his colleagues and they pull in all
directions. The result is no policy but a careless
floating on a raft whichever way the strearm is
taking them. It is impossible to formulate a
policy by a Government consisting of such con-
trary elements.

Mr. Pickering: You want a machine Gov-
ernment.*

Hon. T. WALKER: I want no machine, but
I want a live Government.

Mr. Pickering: You have one.
Hon. T. WALKER: Here we awe at this last

dlay of February considering the Estimates of
last July. A live, full force, so much alive that
when the Treasurer could not get back on the
opening dlay there was nothing for the House
to go on with,.

Mr. Brouni Did your Government ever bring
their Estimates down earlier in the year?

Hon. T. WALKER: Did they ever so late?
Never. The hon. member was not in here most
of the time, N ever were the Estimates brought
down so early as when the Labour Government
wvere in office.

The Minister for Works: They were not very
reliable.

Hon. T. WALKER: What has that to do
with it? They were reliable. There never were
such discrepancies as we are discovering now. I
admit we cannot he exact in Estimates but as
Estimates have gone they were as good and cor-
rect as any. I an, saying it is a false pretence
to call the Government National. It is a com-
bination of the contrary opinions fused into a
whole for the purpose of occupying the Tyca-
Fury bench.

The Minister for Works: If we are content
why do you worry!

Hion. T. WALKER: It is not I who am
worrying but 1 think the truth should be stated.
The public ought to know. The public cannot
take the government at their advertised value.
The public ought to know that this talk of Na-
tional is purely illusionary and misleading-I
was going to say, a fraudulent term, because
they are no more national than we are on this
side. We claim to be truly national, to repre.

sent the bulk of the State and to represent
every section of the State. That part of the
House which call themselves the Government,
and call themselves National, are seeking, by
every meams in their power, to depreciate that
large section of the community representing
the industrial order of the people, and to make
it appear that there is something absolutely
traitorous and non-national in that party which
is called Labour.

The Minister for Works: You are quite
wrong.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is the course
which has been taken. Let inc show that this is
the case. When the first conscription campaign
was on I took the platform in advocacy of con-
scription. I was a convinced conscriptionist, not
because I believed in the principle of conscrip-
tion, but because I believed it to be a necessary
expedient by which the war would he brought
to a speedy conclusion. I left the State without
having tittered one word to the contrary. What
happened in mly absence?9 A general election
took p lace, andi a representative of this Govern-
menct, who "-as a member of the present Gov-
ernment, went up to my constituency in order
to deprive me of the snifrages of the people
and to put Ine out, misrepresenting mue by stat-
in~g that T belonged to a disloyal and unpatri-
otic crowd, as it was said to be. As a matter of
fact, I belonged to the crowd which had given
one of its only sons at least for service at the
front, and f was as anxious as any mortal liv-
ing to see the triumph of Blritish arms for the
Welfare of humanity. This was done in the
name of the -National Government. I only in-
stance this to show their lack of sincerity, to
show that after all, it was not national
but pusrely party purposes that were being
served by those who were championing the
so-called cause of nationalism, that it was
in short to destroy true nationalism, and if
possible usurp in the minds of the people
that which stood for true nationalism and
give them a hybrid in its place. I predict
that this Government cannot by any of the
measures they have at present projected
hring this State to the tranquility of con-
fidence in our financial future. They have
brought forward no proposal that is a new
proposal, or that is statesmanlike. They have
brought forward no proposal that amounts to
anything more than a drop in the ocean.
Some members have said, Of Course, "'At-
tack education and cut it down.'' I can
well understand that attitude fromt those
who have had their complete education, and
whose parents have been able to afford to
them the career they hare had, but I cannot
understand it from those who are sitting be-
hind the present Government and support-
ing them. I shall have something moe to
say when we come to the education vote,
hut to try and put out the light of know-
ledge and education, training and discipline
fromt our growing young citizens, those who
are to be the citizens of the State, is to my
miind to return to the days of darkness, and
to the groove of bygone days.

Mfr. Thomson: Do the Government propose
to do that?

lHon. T. WALKER: They do not know
exactly what they are going to do on that
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point. They have no policy as yet, but are
asking -for one. This, however, has been
suggested by some of those sitting behind
the Government.

Mr. Thomson: How much support has it
hadf

Hon, T. WALKER: I hope it has had none.
I can at all events trust that the hon. mem-
ber will not give it his support. On almost
every question that arises hon, members on
that side of the House are just as much
divided amongst themselves as they would
he against members sitting on this side of
the House in direct opposition to them.

Mr. Thomson: You were rather pleased
they were divided last night.

Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly I was
pleased, and I was rather pleased at the
attitude of the lion. member to-night. This
only shows, however, that there is no policy
in the mind of the Government. At any
rate I do not intend to have a clhat with the
hon. memnber at this stage, and would be
glad if he would postpone it until a better
occasiun arises. It is no particular dispar-
agemnent of thle Colonial Treasurer to assure
the conmmunity that he cannot do what has
been expected of hint, or what the Govern-
nient gave us to understand they wvere cap-
able of doing. As a matter of fact, it was
not with the Labour Government that the
so-called drift started, that the financial re-
sources of the country began to fail. We
began to drift, if it is a drift, the moment
we put our customs and our full rights of
taxation into the hands of thle Common-
wealth. From that time forward, as events
have gone on, and as our revenue from the
Customs, or the substitute for the Customs,
has diminished, we have gone more and more
to the bad, and have been unable to make
both ends meet. Money has bcen collected
from, our citizens, quite enough to carry on
the State without any deficit being created.
but that money has gone into other chan-
nels, into another sphere of government, in
fact into thle Commronwealth exchequer. In
consequence of that, we are at our wits' end
to find resources with which to carry on. It
is all nonsense to talk about sacking people
and reducing employment in the civil ser-
vice, it is all nonsense to seek to stop our
public works and our enterprisus, for if we
arc to survive the misfortunes of the hour it
must not be by shutting up shop, but
by actually throwing more energy into our en-
terprises and in the carrying on of forther
work. We cannot possibly recover by closing
up the avenues of employment, or by lessen-
ing thle amount of money circulating amongst
the community in the Shape of wvages, or sal-
ary, or means of support at all.

The Minister for Works: We have to get
it somehow.

Hon. T. WALKER: We have to get it by
one means only, by the means that every be-
ginner has to adopt when opening up a new
enterprise, we have to get it by loans.

M.\r. Smith: We have to find thle lender.
Hon. T. WALKER: We have people in the

State who, if they were properly sounded,
would keep the industries in the State going.

and there are other States which have set the
examiple, in spite of the Commonwealth and
the calls of the Imperial Government, by get-
ting money with which to carry on public;
works and to keep the wheels. of industry going.
It is foolish to expect that we can make ends
meet with our resources, as at present censti-
titted, in a great country like this, a third of
Australia, and with a population of some
300,000 people, 30,000 of whom, comprising
our most vigorous manhood and biggest wealth
producers, and those who did most in keeping
money circulating, have gone to fight the Em-
pire's foes. We cannot keep things prosperous
by taxing the limited few that are left. We
mnust pile up the debt for a little while. That
is an absolute necessity. We can be sure of
the future, as the country becomes developed
and settled, and our liabilities are wiped out.
When the assets of the State are considered,
our imimense acreage of land yet awaiting
settlenient, our public works of all kinds, our
mineral resources, and our agricultural and pas-
toral industries, when we consider all these
things wve should not feel that we should be
at all despondent. The future surely can re-
veal the dark hour through which wre are pass-
lng, I have seen something of the history of
the other States of the Comnmonwealth. There
was a time when the people of New Zealand
were in despair, in greater despair than we
are to-day. There was no war then, and none
of the wYretched seasons through which this
State has passed, and yet to-day 'Neiv Zealaud
is one of the most prosperous dominions of
the British Empire. I also remember when at
the age of 19 1 arrived in Sydney. The general
talk at the time was that the people were fac-
ing immediate bankruptcy. At that time I
heard just the same kind of language used,
and recriminations amongst politicians Ms to
the drift and financial disaster that were fac-
ing the country, that I have heard in this very
Chamber, But New South Wales has gone
ahead and has become one of the jewels of the
British crown. Everyone knows of the dis-
astrous times through which Victoria has
passed. We know what crises South Australia
has passed through, in those times when there
were none of these terrible pressures placed
upon us, when there was no time of war. And
yet these States have recovered and gone
ahead. We are passing through an inevitable
depression, which comes front making a be-
ginning, and it only requires patience and a
good heart, and keeping free from that pessim-
ism which closes uip public wb~orks and spirited
enterprises, it only needs, in short, that we
should ignore our sufferings for the hour and
keep our eyes on the bright- future ahead of
us, for this country to be as prosperous as
ever, nay, miore so. I ant not going to dwellI
upon that feature of the position to-night. T
simply rose to show, how history teaches lessons
to people, that when we were in office we
were abused because we were getting into
debt, that the Government nlow in office
have gone at three times the speed at which
we went, and arc still going to the bad, and
that if the Government had only followed
the Labour Government in their good mea-
sures and examples, they could have dlone
ver- much better. I only rose to show that
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the public have had demonstrated to them
beyond any shadow of doubt that if there is
anything to choose in the way of Govern-
inents in point of view of financial capacity
andm a real desire to do good to the State, the
Labour Government shines out brightly in
comparison with the dark and gloomy memn-
bers of this composite Government.

Mr. l-ickmott: Do you think the people
would give you another lease of political life
to-morrow it you went to the country?

Hon. T. WALKER: I ant c.ertain of it. It
only wiants a little disillusionment taken out
of them, and to have all this glitter and gilt,
this flag-flying and brag and boast subdued,
and for them to look solely at the truth and
to do common justice, and there will be no
question as to whom they will prefer, a
straight out party with a definite policy, or
.a party of mnixtures which are incongruous
with each other in policy, and are situply
moping along and gropiug into the future.

'Mr. BEGUN (Beverley) [9.1.5j: 1 am on-
-able to congratulate the last speaker upon
the pernicious charges lie has emade against
the governient. He has attacked the ad-
mninistration of the present Government-
which the lbon. member should be thu last III
this Chamber to do. In mny opinion, the
odmninistration of the Labour Governtent is
largely responsible for the financial stress of
to-day. As I proceed I shall -advance argu-
ments in support of that statement.

Hun. WV. C. Angwin: Your opinion is like
mine-not worth much.

'.%r. BROUN: I ant pleased to hear the
mtember for lNorth-East Fremantle admit that
his opinion is not worth much. The member
for Kanowna has tried to deprive menmbers
of this Chamher of the privilege of expres-
sing their views on the Estimates.

Hfon. T. Walker: No.
Mr. BROUN: The memiber for Knnowua

concurred with the member for Avon in the
statenient that the speeches of mnembers
should be limited in duration. I congratu-
Into the member for Kanowna on his consis-
tency. Only yesterday he brought forward
a maotion in order that his views might be
recorded in ''Hansard" for political puir-
poses. As a result, nearly the whole of ves-
terday's sitting was wasted on that motion.

Hon, T. Walker: Wasted!
Mr. DROUN: And then the hon. member

tries to deprive other memubers of the privi-
lege of speaking on the Estimates.

Hon. T. Walker: When dlid I do it?
Mr. BEGUN: The hon. member concurred

with the member for Avon in the suggestion
that speeches in this Chamber should he
limited.

Hon. P. Collier: It was your colleague sug-
ge sted that.

Mr. BROUN1\: I stand corrected; but the
amember for Ranowna, when that suggestion
was made by the member for Avon, inter-
jected "Hear, bear."

lon. T. Walker: I did not.
3fr. BROUN: I accept the hion. member's

word. However, I was in the Chamber at
the time, and I am still of the same opinion.

Hon. T. Walker: I absolutely deny it.

Mr, -BROUX: I accept the hon. member's
word that he did not concur.

Hion. P. Collier. The member for Kanowna
at all events did not exceed the timie limit.

Mr. BEGUN : A nuniber of memnbers have
refrained from speaking on several of the
subjects which have come befnce the House.
I dd not speak on the Esperance question
yesterday, although ninny members made
mention of railways required in their various
districts, and although I have as much rea-
sonl to ask the Government to build a line
in my district as many other members bare
reason to prefer such requests. I did not
speak because I did not want to waste the
titme of the House.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Government have
just finished a railway in your district.

Mr. I3ROUN: I also retrained from speak-
ing on the Address-i n-reply, because E thought
that on the Estimates [1 should be able to
refer to any subject I thouight necessary.
Therefore to-night I must crave the indul-
gence of the Committee to grant nic a rea-
sonable hearing. Of course, my views may
not be worth muchi-may be worth no niore
tihan the member for North-East Premantle
claimed for his views. We now know what
value to place en certain statements mnade
by the hon. member. With regard to the
Government in power, I reserve the right at
allI times to be a just critic. Any member of
this Chamber is justified in criticisinig the ad-
ministration of any Governmtient, no matter
'where hie sits. I trust mny criticism to-night
will be taken by the Government in the same
good spirit as that in which it is offered. I
shall have no severe strictures to make, be-
eause T consider the Government have a
most arduous and nnpleasant duty to per-
form in admninistering the affairs of Western
Australia at this juncture. It has been an
easy miatter for past Governments to adminl-
ister success5fully Since near1ly nil Of them
had any aniount of money at their disposal
to carry out public works-sonic of them, I
sin. sorry to say, not reproductive works-with
the result that a certain amount of employ-
ment was created, and that, to a certain ex-
tent,' industries advantageous to the State
were built uip. The present Government can
have no policy of that kind. They suffer
f rom impecuniosity. All they have to think
about is the best nies of preventing any-
further increase of the deficit during the
next two or three years. If the Government
are only able to prevent the further rise of
the deficit between now and, say, 12 moniths
after the war, they will have accomplished
something that will place the State on a
sound footing. It is certain that we shall
have no difficulty, if the Government accom-
plish that, in stopping the financial drift once
the war is over. Many reasons can be ad-
duced for the present financial position. The
war, we know, is one. Another reason, which
we niust realise, is that many public works
are o e-rcapital ised as the result of construc-
tion by day labour instead of by contract.
Their cost of construction has been excessive,
and this means that extra interest and sink-
ing fund have to be paid in respect of them..
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The final result is that the works) necessarily,
cannot show a profit. These remarks apply
to a number of works constructed during thle
past six years.

ton. W. C. Angwin: Name sonme of themi.
Mr. BROUN: I will namne two, if the hon.

member likes. Two works which are over-
enpitalised as the result. of being constructed
by day labour, instead of by contract, are the
Wyndliamn Freezing Works and the Wooroloc
Sanatorium.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Ask the Minister for
Works whether the Port Darwin freezing
works fire not costing a quarter of a million
more than the Wyndham works?

Mr. BROIJK: I have a fair idea what the
Wyndhamn works would have cost if carried
out by contract. Moreover, there are deficits
in many of the small works.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: Does not the deficit
arise mostly from the railwayst

Mr. BROUN: A fair proportion of it -results
from the railways, It is frequently stated here
that the agricultural railways are largely re-
sponsible for the deficit in the railway accounts.

Rion. WV. C. Angwin: I did not say that.
Mr. BEOTEN: But it has been staed in this

Chamber from time to Pinie. I will presently
show that it is not so by any means. I will show
that it is the trunk lines, largely, which are not
prodiuciiig as much revenne as they should pro-
duce; and this applies more particularly to
lines near the metropolitan area and to the sub-
urbant lines. I would be able to shorten my re-
marks considerably if I stated simply that as
regards certain lion, members I believe in one-
tenth of their utterances and disbelieve in thle
other nine-tenths. However, T mnust state my
views on various points. The Treasurer has ex-
tended to hon. members an invitation to assist
him in his financial difficulties. I wish to tell
the Treasurer that it is impassible for me to
offer him suggestions in that connection, and
that I would not do it even were I able. I take it
Ministers who have been placed in power, and
who administer the various departments, know,
or should know, the inner workings of those de-
partments. Therefore it is absolutely to the
Ministers themselves that we look for the
straightening of the finances. If Ministers are
unable to solve the difficulty, no nmember of this
Chamber can assist themt; at all events, not to
any aplpreciable extent. The position is exactly
the &-tine as if a inan in a large way of busi-
ness, finding himself behind at the end of the
year to the extent of a couple of thousand
pounds, went to one of his ordinary Munds, and,
without telling the man anything nbout the
inner workings of the business, said to him,
"'I am £2,000 behind this year; can you help
me to straighten my finances?"

The Colonial Treasurer: I have frequently
known of eases where private employers have
asked their employees for advice, in much the
same circumstances.

'Mr. BROIT.N: That may be so; but I do not
think it applies in this case. We have been told
that the Government intend to introduce addi-
tional taxation measures, and that they also an-'
ticipate having to increase railway freights. I
eintertain no great objection to considering
these taxation measures and increased railway
freights provided they are not going to prove

detrimental to the residents of outlying agri-
cultural and milling districts. In that case I
shall give the Government my assistance in that
connection. I must mention, however, that
unless I see the Government absolutely doing
their utinost to ceonomnise I shall withhold my
vote for any material increases in taxation or
in railway freights. 1 have always noticed that
when Governments aire able to secure money
easily-this applies more particularly to Ilbour
Governuents--they spend it easily. There are
many avenues of taxation outside the land and
the railways. I would like to see the Govern-
neat get right at the root of many of our evils.
Undoubtedly one of the greatest evils takes thle
form of horse racing and trotting. The Govern-
wnt ought to be in a position to tax horse rac-
ing and trotting, and should tax these sports to
the utmost. rTbe people will have these sports;
and 1 say, let the people be taxed for thenm, and
taxed to the uttermost. I do not believe in. the
Government striking, through taxation, at the
manl toiling and mnoiling for a living. Let them
get at thle man wasting his money in drink and
gambling. If it is racing, let the bookmaker's
tickets and the totalisator be taxed. If it is
liquor, let the Liquor license fees be raised. Also
let the dividend duties be increased. Again,
with all due resp~ect to my friends from tie
North-West, let the rents of pastoral leases be
increased. They could be increased tenfold
without thle pastoralists feeling it. Then there
are luxuries to be taxed. I mentioned this sub-
ject to the Treasurer the other day, aad .1 con-
gratulate him on his statement that the matter
is now receiving his attention and that be is
doing his best to see whether something can be
dlone in these directions.

The Colonial Treasurer: A. previous Gov-
erment suggested a tax of 15 per cent. on lux-
nries; and] the proposal was laughed out of this
Hou1se.

Mr. B3RGUN: Whyl
The Colonial Tressurer: I do not know. It

was laughed out of Western Australia by Press
and public alike.

Mr. BROUN: We look to the Treasurer to do
his very utmost to straighten the finances. The
Treasurer will receive my support if he taxes
luxuries and other conmmodities which are not
necessary for our every day life. The Govern-
mnent should be able to judge what are and]
what are not luxuries.

Mr. Jones: Luxuries are things wre do not
want ourselves, but which the other fellow
uses.

Mr. BR-GUN%: The humn. member might p-ut
it that way, but wve should be able to define
them. I would call a luxury something that
could be done without in the ordinary course
of living, It would he different if we were
living in normal times, but we are not.

The Colonial Treasurer: From a taxation
point of view you can only tax a thing as much
as it can stand; if you tax it and knock it nut
you do not get any revenue.

M-Nr. BEGUJN: I doubt whether we would
ever knock mont amusements such as horse rac-
ing. A section of the community is so wrapped
up in the evil that even if it were taxed out
of existence it would he better for nll. This
applies also to the liqumor question.
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The Colonial Treasurer: If you tax a thing
out of existence will you tell the Treasurer
how he is going to get his reve.,ue?

.%r. BROUN: I know, that is a problem
that has to be solved. But we should never
attemhpt to jump a fence until we rea(-h it.
'fake the liqu;or traffic; we hear it said that if
it were not for that where would the revenue
come from? During the last elections I stated
from the platform that T would refuse to sup-
port an anti-shouting Bill. I turned doon all
requests to reduce the consumption of liquor in
an unjust way. It will not be possible to re-
duce the consumption of liquor by passing an
anti-shouting measure. The other night I
v-oted against the motion favouring the closing
of the bar at Parliament House because I
recogilise that that would do no good. The
evil, however, could be done away with gradu-
ally so that it would] not he felt, and all the
money which is now being spent on liquor
would be spent in other directions, and we
would have a more prosperous community who
would be better able to pay increased taxation.
I admit that care must be takeit not to o'er-
tax. There is no doubt about it that excessive
taxation is harmful and harrassing, and not
nnly that, it destroys thrift, investment and
speculation, and it is these things which a
country like ourd requires to build it up. Then
again, when a man is overtaxed he does not
try to make any more, he wilt make just suffi-
cient on which to live reasonably. With re-
gard to education, I do not agree with the
remarks of the member for Perth (Mr. Pil-
kington) when he stated that he would cut
dowvn the vote by £150,000. It is necessary
that we should have reasonable education in
our State, and it is necessary that we should
have primary and free education. I would not
go further than that. We have a scattered
population, and many hon. members are totally
ignorant of the conditions under which child-
ren exist in our scattered areas. Mfy desire
is to see all children treated fairly and equit-
ably; they should be on an equal footing. In
the metropolitan area we have a number of
secondary schools and we provide free con-
tinuation classes, cookery classes, a technical
school and a University, and also exhibitions,
scholarships and hursaries. The children in
the country cannot take advantage of all these
things. Why, therefore, should we centralise
education in that way! In the metropoli-
tan area many of the children are of
parents in receipt of substantial salaries,
and who could well afford to pay for
the education of their offspring. There are
boys in the University to-day endeavouring to
obtain degrees who are sons of men, some of
then, in receipt of between £2,000 and £3,000
a year. That is not right. People in that
position should be compelled to pay for their
children's higher education. There are chil-
dren in many of the outlying districts to
whom educational facilities cannot be given
and who are consequently brought up in
almost total ignorance. That is not right.
I contend that payment should be insisted
upon with regard to the secondary or the
continuation schools or the University. The
U1niv-ersity in 'Western Australia was not in-

tended to be free, and moreover, I think that
when a diploma is obtained as the result of
a course of study' for which payment has
bee,, made, it is regarded with greater value.
iMy opinion is thsat there should be one cen-
tral university in the Commonwealth.

Mr. Jones: You would make education a
class privilege?

Mr. EROUN: Not necessarily. We are
not in the same position as other parts of
the world, and I do not think we can afford
a university. If the university had Dot been
built, the money which has been expended
in the erection of the building could easily
have been utilised for the housing of all1 the
branches of the civil service which are pay-
ing rent to-day. I would also point out that
in the metropolitan area the children are
given more attention even in the primary
schools than is the ease in country districts.
I have it on good authority that a head
teacher in a central school only takes a
class of 2.5 children, while in some instances
in country schools the teachers are given 50
or 60 children to teach; also in some of the
metropolitan sahols the head teachers only
supervise and take no class. Why should
that privilege be given to the metropolitan
schools and not to the schools in the con-
try!I I desire to refer briefly to State
farms. I notice on the Estimates that all
the State farms except Avondale and Har-
vey Estate, have a lump sum set down as
expenditure. We do not know what is being
made from these farms, but for some reason
Avondale and Harvey have been put to-
gether, and in connection wtih Avondale the
estimated expenditure over the revenue is
£65. I notice that practically nothing is
being made out of the Avondale estate,
though it is one of the finest estates for
agricultural purposes in Western Australia.
It should be worked to better advantage
than if it were in the hands of a private
individual, because at the present time
neither roads boards rates npr taxation is
paid. Something should be done by the
Government with this estate; it should cer-
tainly be re-classified and cut up into smal-
ler blocks and utilised for soldier settle-
ments. The prices too should be reduced.
With regard to the hospitals of the State,
the same arguments might he used in con-
nection with them as have been used on the
subject of education. The Government have
spent a considerable amount of money on
the upkeep of the hospitals in the metropoli-
tan area, and the public subscriptions are
very small in comparison with the moneys
similarly raised in the country. The Perth
hospital isa by no means assisted by the pub-
lic in the mnanner that should be done, and
the majority of the patients in that institu-
tion are treated free of cost. That is not
the ease in country hospitals. In nearly
every instance those who become patients in
country hospitals pay fees.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Only in some in-
stances. Narrogin does not give a shilling.

Mr. BROUN: Narrogin has always been
specially favoured as against other towns.
When I was contesting my election T ex-
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Fressed the belief, which J still hold, that
memibers of Parliament should be reduced in
numbers by 50 per cent. I go farther and
say that the members of the Upper House
should not receive the same remuneration as
members in this Chamber, because the work
there is not nearly so strenuous as in the As-
sembly. It nay be said that it is impossible
to arrange a redistribution of seats n-hich
will be fair to all parties. I think that is
only drawing A red herring across the track,
because, ini my opinion, a redistribution could
be very easily devised to give equal represen-
tation as at present. Another thing tie Coy-
ermnent might n-eli do is to substitute a trade
commissioner for the Ageat General in. Lon-
don. This w-ould represent a saving of at
least £2,000. I notice on the Estimates that
the expenditure in the Agent General's office
last year was £1,000 more thant in the previous
year. There has been a great falling off in
railway earnings, and it has been said that
the agricultural lines are largely responsible
for the deficit in the railway figures. The
whole loss on the agricultural spur lines, in-
eluding interest and working expenses, is only
£40,000. The Baveasthorpe line and the Port
ITedland-Marble Bar line show a loss of
£80,000, while the loss on the goldfields lines
is £29,000, leaving the balance of the Railway
deficit of £E200,000 odd to fall on the main
lines. Therefore it will be seen that the
agricultural railways arc not responsible for
any material part of that deficit. A consid-
erable proportion of the loss on the railways
could be avoided by efficient working. we
require an experienced railway commissioner,
able to run the railways in such a manner as
to return a suibstantial surplus instead of a
d eficeit. Owing to the drought of 1914, the
succeeding bad seasons and the war, a number
of settlers in the dry areas have suffered con-
siderably, and have had to seek Assistance
through the Industries Assistance Board.
Many of those settlers are not in a position
to clear themselves from their difficulties, and
it will be ne~essary for the Government to
c ontinue to assist themi, because, I take it,
must of theum Are near to one or another of
the new railway' lines, and if we lose those
umun it will he very difficult to replace them,
which means that the railways referred to will
be running through unoccupied land. There-
fore, the Government must do all that they
can to keep those mna on their holdings until
normal tines r-eturni, when the Government
will be able to recoup themselves the outlay.
The fact that thme railways to-day run through
a good deal of unoccupied country is due to
the had administration of previous Govern-
mneats in the settleumeat of the land. The
Commissioner of ]Railways made a very good
suggestion when. he urged that all new agri-
cultural railways should he run parallel to
our main lines,. If this proposition had been
adopted, we would not hare had so serious a
disaster as we are faced with to-day. Unfor-
tunately, settlement was allowed to precede
the railways, and] men went into outback
areas, with the result that it hecame impera-
tive for the Government to assist them by
building spur railways, which are seldom pro-
fitable propositions.

The ' Minister for Works: The Commissioner
of Railways advised the building of those
lines.

Mr. BROUN: I was under the impression
tb-at hie had suggested the building of parallel
lines. Had this been done, And the whole of
the intervening country occupied before the
ntext line was built,' we would have been in a
far better position to-day. -Jest a few words
about the present method of handling our
wheat, and the commandeering of that wheat
by the Commonwealth Government. The posi-
tion. is by no mecans satisfactory to those far-
tirs who are endeavouring to make a living

by wheat growing alone, for they will soon
fiund themnselves in serious difficulties if some-
thing is net done in regard to the sale of the
whleat. The cost of producing a bushel of
wheat to-day is very much greater thtan it was
a few years ago. Everything has increased
in price. The farmer has to pay increased
freights, increased taxation, and increased
cost of plant. On cornsacks the increase has
beent enormous; In 1910 we were paying
4s. 6(1. per do~zen; to-day they are 109. per
dozen,. It is necessary that we should be
guaranteed a certain price for our wheat,
either by the Conmmonwealth or by the State.
Alternatively wve shall find it impossible to
continue growing wheat, and miany settlers
who now rely entirely upon wheat growing
will have to leave their holdings, which will
be a disaster to the State. The whole of the
wheat scheme requires the strictest investiga-
tion. The farmers are not receiving for their
n-heat Anything like the price they should be
getting. Shortly after the onthreak of wnr
the Prime 'Minister commandeered the wheat
and made certain contracts with the British
Government. A little later some millers in
San Francisco approached the Commonnwealth
government with a view to securing a
supply of 6,000 tons of hard milling
wheat. Those millers were prepared to
charter a vessel to take the wheat away.
The Commonwealth Government refused
their offer withonkI giving ally reason
whatever for the refusal. The Prime Minis-
ter, who apparently is the Commnonwealth
Co;-errnment in all matters pertaining to
wheat, took control of our wheat and sold it
to the British Government at 4s, 9d., telling
the farmers that they would receive that
price for it. In the first instance the farmers
received considerably less than that price.

r~fr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

Mr. Green: They are getting 9s. 3d. in
Amnerica.

Mr. BROUJN: In offering this n-heat to
the British Glovernmnent the Prime Min -
ister wanted to fnlfil the promises he had
madle when in the Old Country. To do it he
struck right at the agriculturists, When in
England he said we were going to supply the
last man and the last shilling, and he has at-
tempted to extract the last man and the last
shilling from the agriculturists. I lope the
farmers will find sufficient representation in
the Federal Parliament to make a good fight
fur their just rights, The price at which onr
wheat was purchased was 4s. 9d. In the United
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State nnd Canada the Governments are offer-
ing 9s. 2d. a bushel to all who are engaged in
the agricultural industry. This is equal to s.
a bushel at the port.

Mr, Jones: I thought it was two dollars.
Mr. BEG)UN: The av-ersge price was Ss, at

the ship's side.
31r. Smith: That is owing to the freights.
Mr. BEGUS: This has nothing to do with

the freights. I will allow for that. This Ss.
has been guaranteed to the farmers at the
ship's side, and the price which should have
been offeredl to farmers in thle Commonwealth
to equal that is 6s., and that is taking into
consideration the difference in the freights. f
have a report from the International Institute
of Agriculture, printed in ]Rome. In Mfarch,
11107, the freight per bushel from Ne W
York to Liverpool was 4s. 2%Yd. The freight
from the old country to Australia is 5s. 4d.
per bushel, in the first place the Common-
n-ealth Government commuandeered the whole of
the wheat, and made a contract with the
British Government. They wenut further than
that and gave to two companies the exclusive
right of chartering all the boats, namely, Elder
Smith and Gibbs Wright & Co,, and in addition
gave them 4(1. a ton. When they- chartered
these vessels they practically took command
of the whole of the shipping because no out-
side company was going to send its ships out
to Australia when they were practically com-
mandeered by the Prime Minister. The Brit-
ish Government themselves are getting the ad-
vantage of these increased freights, and are
getting a big percentage of the pre-war prices
out of the shipping trade between the Common-
wealth and Great Britain.

Mr. Smith: They are Putting thle Money to
gooad use in the trenches.

Mr. BEGUN: I admit that. But why bleed
only one section of the couimunity and~ not
another? We are losing 2s. a. bushel en our
wheat, which we shouldt have received hadl it
not been for the interference of the. Prime 1M-n
ister, and for his having commandeered the!
ships for the hritishu Gevernicut. Wie should
have received eenl to Os. a bushel, which wtould
mean inearly* one millions pounds more nionce-
circulating amia.gst the farmers. The Cavern-
meat have paid a large sum of money for the
wheat and whilst they are putting money into
the farmers' pockets they are taking it out
again by n-ny of taxation to raise money to
help in winning the war.

Mr. Jones: Whom do you blame?
Mr. BEGUN: I blame the Prime Minister.
Mr. Jones: 'Why were you booming the little

waster during the -recent campaignl
'Mr. BEGUN: I was not, I was booming no

waster. I was not booming the Prime Mlinister.
Mr. Jones: I am glad to hear that.
'Mr. BEGUN: T was out for a principle, and

for what I thought was right. I fought for
conscription, and am pleas-ed that I did so. T
am als4o pleased that Western Australia sup-
ported it so grandly.

'Mr. Jones: To send the other fellow.
'Mr. BROU-N: Had this amount of money

been paid to the farmers at least another mil-
lion pounds would have been c irculated in the
Commonwealth. That money is now lost, and
the British Government are getting the advan-

tage of it. It is true they say they want
the money to help them in winning the war.
Agriculturists have sent the largest percentage
of men to the front of any other industrial
community.

Mr. Green:. Not at all.
MAr. BROUSN: I think so, in comparison with

tile population.
Mr. Green: The mining centres balre sent

the most,
MIr. BEGUIN: I say per head of the popula-

tion.
Mr. Green: And I say the mining centres.

which voted no conscription.
Mr. BROUN: From my own electorate alone

250 men have gone to the front.
Mr. Green: We have sent 6,000.
Hon, W. C. Aagwin: They have done well

at alt events.
Mr. BEGUN: This mioney might have been

circulated within our own State. This is a
matter the Government should take uip. By as-
sisting the farmers and seeing that they get
ingl thle for their produce they will he assist-

in ch ominnity i~n general.
Hon. W. C. Angwia: How can you mako out

that the British Goverimnent are henefiting
when all their wheat is lying in Australia to-
day?

Mr, BEGUN: Undoubtedly a large amiount
of wheat is lying here to-day, but the British
Government have hadl nearly the whole of tile
1915-16 crop. It is their own fault if they are
not benefiting to-day, because they have been
responsible to a great extent for the large
amount of wheat thn is nLo., lying at our porls.

Mr. D~avies: Vou ai ahsoluely wrrong.
Mr. BEGUN: Had special efforts been made

ships could have been obtained by which a
great amount of that wheat could have been
shipped away. Why did they not treat with
America or some other part of the world?

Mr. Lutey: Because there were no ships.
Mr. BEGUN: A firm of San Franciscan

millers offered to take from the Federal Gov-
ernment 200,000 bushels in one lot and to char-
ter their own vessels, but the offer was turned
down.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There may have been
some fear that the wheat was going to feed
the enemy.

Mr. BRGUN: I take it that this was not
so. Had it not been for the Government com-
mandeering the ships and placing the restric-
tions they did upon shipments, we should have
sent a very much larger quantity of wheat
away from our shores, than we have done.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: The Government were
quite justified in doing that.

Mr. BROUK: I should like to say some-
thing in regard to the handling of our own
wheat by the Government. Contracts have
been made with local millers to grist our
wneevily wheat. I admit that the contracts
were made in good faith for the benefit of the
agriculturist and thme wheat scheme as a whole,
but I have it on good authority that the millers
who have undertaken the contracts are, the
six largest of them, making a daily profit of
from £120 to £159. The whole of the wheat
pool should he investigated thoroughly, not
only the local business but the entire Common-
wealth business. We should be allowed to have
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a board to manage our own affairs, with re-
presentatives on it from other parties, and I
feel sure that such asn arrangement would re-
suit in a vcry much better position being
established than we have to-day.

Mr. Davies: It your information is correct
there should be an immediate inquiry.

Mr. BROUNI The profit they are making
is certainly not below £120 per day, and goes
up to £E150. What is required to make certain
the future of this State are individual effort
and industrial efficiency. We must all do what
we can to assist in lifting the State out of
the wire into which it has fallen. In order
to do that, each one of us must work to the
best of the capital at his disposal, and every
one in the State must do his best to return in
his labour the equivalent for the wages hie
receives. If this is done I am sure, with all
the niatural. resources of the State, its mining,
timber, agriculture, and other prospects, which
are as good as are found in any other part of
the Commonwealth, and with careful adminis-
tration, if the Government can only tide over
the difficulties they are in now, that it will
not be long before we find ourselves in a sound
financial position, more especially if we get
back to normal times in the near future.

Mr. ROOKE (South Fremantle) [10.10) : I
do not intend to speak at any length to-night.
If we have a deficit in cash, we have a surplus
in speech. I sin opposed at all times to critic-
ismn which is only destructive in character. I
symnpathise with the Government, and the Col-
onial Treasurer in particular, in the task which
lies before them, especially in view of the fact
that in abnormal times the Treasurer is at-
tempting a great task by means of old methods,
which in normal times proved inadequate. In
these abnormal times these methods must be
still less efficient. We must all realise that
the whole of our civilisation is in process of
changing, and it therefore behoves us to start
out upon new lines. The policy of any and
every Government at this time should be one
of reconstruction. Nobody would accuse Mr.
Bonar Law of disloyalty when he said that the
task of reconstruction would tax the capacity
of the nation muore than the task of winning
the war. If ire are going to reonstruet, we
must strike out on new lines. Many sugges-
tions for economy have been made during the
debate, It seems to me that some of these
have been made with a view to placing the bur-
den on shoulders least able to bear them. I
am opposed to taxation being placed upon the
shoulders of those unable to bear it. There
was quite a little controversy here to-night as
to what constituted a lnxury. Luxuries might
he taken to mean, amongst other things, offices
which might be dispensed with at the present
time. I would suggest the abolition of all
superf!uous offices, such as that of the State
Governor audl the Agent General. I also think
that in these times the Legislative Council
might be cltssed as a luxury and might be
dispensed with.

'Mr. Smith: What about cutting down the
number of members in this Hfouse I

Mr. ItOCKE: I know these are constitu-
tional matters, but if we are going to tackle
the question at all we will never do anything

unless we make a commencement, and I think
this is the time at which to commence.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: We must have sonie-
one in London.

Mr. ROCKE: There is the Commonwealth
High Commissioner in London.

Hon. W, C, Angnvin: God help us if we
have to rely upon the Commonwealth.

Mr. BOCKE:- We have heard a great deal
about increased production and efficiency.
These things are very necessary, but we
must rem~ember that many of our producers
are out of the State at present, and
those who are left behind must be pro-
tected from the exactions of the middlemian.
The mnember for Mt, Magnet, when speak-
lug the other night, called attention to this
tact. I submit that the only way of com*
bating the difficulty is by State control of
distribution. That suggestion is not a new
one. State control of distribution has been
tried in Belgium since the outbreak of war.
In the years 1915 and 1916 10 millions of
Belgians were fed by a committee which
sought to eliminate, and did eliminate, the
middle man, thus saving a great deal of
wastage, with the striking result that 10
millions of people in Belgium were supplied
with commodities at a cost lower than that
obtaining in London. As regards Groat
Britain, the cost of distribution amounts to
£400,'000,000 every year-an enormous snum.
We must reaslise, too, that it is a charge
between producer and consumer. If this
matter were taken up by the Government,
I feel sure it would go a long way towards
helping the State out of its financial difficul-
ties; perhaps it would even go the whole
way.

Mr. Green: The cost of distribution in
Belgium was only two or three per cent.

Mr. ROCKE: The committee which was
entrusted with the distribution made a pro-
fit of about 21/ millions on. I think, a capi-
tal cost of 10 or 15 millions. At all events,
they made a good profit after giving the
Belgian people the necessaries of life at
lower rates than those prevailing in London.
It is a fallacy to suppose that an impover-
ished community can be taxed. If the State
takes up the matter of distribution, and
saves the cost of that to beth the produler
and the consumer, the people will be in a,
bettor position to carry taxation which may
be placed upon them. The member for Kal-
goorlie dealt fully with taxation of unim-
proved land values. His address was one
of the finest I have been privileged to listen
to on that subject. The taxation of unim-
proved land values is a matter for the con-
sideration of thle Government at the present
time. Such taxation will relieve the rail-
ways. Whenever there is a deficit, people
are apt to talk about saddling the railways
or the civil service. I see not much sense
in either suggestion. On the other hand, if
a tax were placed oin unimproved land val-
uies, the City would have to pay certainly
far more than the agricultural districts.
There seems to be a groundless fear on the
part of the agriculturists in this respect. If
wre had taxation of unimproved land values

666



(28 FEBRUARY, 1918.) 667

in just proportions, railway freights could
be reduced, which would be to the interest
of the settlers on the land, who should re-
ceive every consideration from us at this
and at every other time. We all deplore
the deficit, but I do not think we should go
about so gloomily as we do. I think we
should endeavour to kill, if we can, the
spirit of pessimism which seems to have
overtaken this country. We should be very
proud of the fine sinking fund we have built
up, of over five million pounds. while the
sink ing funds of all the other Australian
States total only mine million pounds.

Mr. Smith : What about being proud oif
the big debt we have?

Mr. BOOKE: We are not proud of that;
but, still, we have assets. 'Moneys which
have been paid out by the Government, and
which are included ;n, the deficit, are now
retuining interest and sinking fund, and are
also coming- back, So that, taking every-
thing into cronsideciation, I think we hame
much to encourage 113 to gn on and assist
tie Government To keep things going until
normal conditions retuin. We hear mu t
about the wheat Stacked in the country. I
think it was a good piece of statesmanship
on the part of whoever was responsible, to
establish the wheat pool, but, at best, wheat
or any other produce stacked in the country
is only potential wealth, and cannot
be called real wealth. That brings
me to the question of getting our produce to
the markets of the United Kingdom, which
are at present closed to us by reason only of
the lack of shipping. I am glad to hear' the
Government have not been idle as regards
this question, but have brought it under the
notice of the Federal Government. If the
Commonwealth authorities will not move, our
State Government must do so. We can build
ships in Western Australia, we built them 30
years ago. We can supply shipping at a
cost of £38 or £40 per ton, and that price is
not excessive under prevailing conditions,
We have the men and the material. I be-
lieve that all the alteration needed in our
timber mills to admit of their supplying tim-
ber for ship building is an increase in the
maximum length of timber they can cut.
The maximum length now is 60 feet, whereas
for a ship of 1,000 tons burden a minimum
of 80 feet is requisite. That should he only
a small matter. When normal times return,
the ships would still be useful. We should
still be able to find employment for them,but, if not, a sailing ship is aways saleable to
other nations, principally the Norwegians
and the Swedes. The railway losses of which
we hear so much are due primarily to the
closing down of the timber industry. When
the wol' markets are again open to us, our
timber industry will boom, and then the
railways will make up some of their leeway.
By the way, the ship building schemne might
be mentioned in that connection also. The
member for Perth, in speaking of the public
service, said that every man in the boat
should pull his weight or else get ou:. I agree
with the hon. member, although I am op-
posed to the suggestion of the member for

Gascoyne that the salaries of public servants
should be reduced b 'y 10 per cent. Most of
our public servants receive only a living
wage, if indeed a living wage. As-
suredly they bare nothing to spare,
and to suggest a tax of 10 per cent, on the
wages of civil servants is merely tinkering
with a great problem. I would, however,
demand efficiency from the members of the
public service, and I would also insist upon
the elimination of waste from that service.
In that connection I may relate an incident
which will probably interest some members.
A little time ago a typewriter ribbon was
sent from Perth to the Fremantle prison.I
believe the cost of transporting that ribbon
from the Government stores in Perth to the
Fremantle prison was 29. 3d. The ribbon was
packed at the Government in hessian, and it
was railed down to Fremantle, and it was
taken from the Frenmantle railway station to
the Fremantle prison by the Government eon-
tractor. The whole thing might have been
accomplished by wrapping up the ribbon in
a piece of paper, putting a twopenny stamp
on the package, and putting the package in
the post office. ft may seem a small matter,
but, if it represents the way in which all the
departments conduct their business the sub-
ject should receive very early consideration.
I am glad to know the Government are hav-
ing departmental affairs looked into, so that
something may he saved in the administra-
tion of the departments. Next, with regard
to the education vote, which is certainly
very large. I think that vote might be de-
creased in the matter of administration, but
t certainly shall be no party to lowering the
educational standard of this State, which is
at present very high and very fine. This
State will in days to come reap the benefit of
the education it is now giving to its child-
ren. T do hope, however, that the Education
Department will find some means of reduc-
ing the administrative cost. And the same
may be said of the Health Department. That
department's vote amounts to £106,610,
whilst administration costs £32,400, leaving
but £74,210 for our sick and needy. I think
that cost of administration is excessive.
Again, however , I would not be a party in
any way to reducing the vote which would
mean minimising the assistance to be given
to those ii, need. There are ways in which
the Government can economis without tak-
ing from the sick and needy what little com-
fort the State is able to give them. As re-
gards State control of distribution, the key to
the whole situation is public control of money
capital. By that means we would direct
into reproductive channels money which now
is passing into channels of an unreproductive
character, money going into channels such
as those f have mentioned cannot be good for
the State. Those channels may be advan-
tageous for the few, but if we can direct our
money capital into channels which will yield
some return, it will he to the interest of the
people. Several members in speaking on the
Budget have dealt with the liquor question;
but when an attempt was made to do sonme-
thing in connection with that recently, as re-
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gards the bar of Parliament House, those
who opposed the motion said it merely tin-
kered with the question. However, I have
heard nothing but tinkering suggestions in
the speeches which have been made, though
I was pleased to hear so many members make
mention of the liquor question. It shows,
at least, that they are thinking about it.
The Colonial Treasurer asked the question,
how could he get the money which was to be
saved in connection with the liquor traffic
into the exchequer of the State? Well,
simply by placing the money in channels
more productive. That is all that is neces-
sary, because it will increase the capacity of
the peole to carry thle burden of taxation.
Por instance, we now spend all our wheat
money in liquor. That is.-neither good nor
wise. The return which the workers get from
the liquor traffic is the lowest obtained from
any industry known. In this instance, there-
fore, a great leakage exists; and I consider
the Government should take the question up
seriously and deal with it in a statesmanlike
manner. If they do so, they will earn the
everlasting thanks of the community, if Dot
no'v, in days to come. We hear a great deal
about the 1911 Act in this connection; and
we are told that we should keep faith with
the liquor people. 'BRut in 1911 the country
was not at war. Moreover, other people and
other industries h~ave had to make many sac-
rifices which this traffic has not been called]
upon to make; and, apart from that, I
would not think so much of it if the Act of
1911 were a fair one. Whenever we take a
referendum on any other question, the people
who want what the referendum aims at have
to fight for it. They must go to the poll and
record their votes. But under the Act of
1911 all that the liquor people need do is to
stay away from the poll and thereby gain
their end]. On the question of the efficiency
of the public service, and the necessity for
insisting on public officers giving a fair re-
turn for that which they get, I notice that
on the Estimates the superintendent of the
Fremantle prison receives a salary of £456
per annum, and that time seems to hang so
heavily upon the hands of that officer that
he is able to take a Commonwealth office
for which he receives another £150, and in
that way keep a returned soldier out of ema-
ployment.

Honl. W. C. Angwin: The officers do not
always get that amount; it is sometimes
paid to the State Treasury.

Mr. ROCKE: I hope when we are dealing
with the items, that if such is not the ease,
provision will he made for the sum to be
paid to the Treasury to which it rightly be-
longs. No member of the public service
should be allowed to hold two positions. The
Ptenner said a week or two ago that he dlid
not approve of the public servants holding
two positions. I might quote an instance
of mis-management in connection -with, the
Criminal Investigation Department. One
officer was allowed £25 per annum to look
after finger prints. He left the service and
the work was transferred to Detective Ed-
mnunds at Fremnantle, for which that officer

received an additional £10, but the officer
who took Detective Parkinson's place re-
ceived £25. If the finger print work wvas
worth £2.5, and Detective Edinunds does that
work now, he should receive the full amount.
Why the officer who took Detective Parkin-
son's place was given £25 1 do not know.
These things are typical of all departments
and ought to receive attention. In conclusion
I would say that if the Government will deal
favourably with the questions of the taxa-
tion of unimproved land values, economy it'
adminimtstration, the problem of distribution,
and the liquor traffic,' the trouble of the Trea-
surer will not he hlow to deal with the deficit
hut hlow to distribute his surplus.

Mr. LAMB3ERT (Coolgardie) [10.34] 1 (10
not know that af this late hour it would be
judicious on any member's part to weary the
Committee for any length of time. This is not
the time when the Opposition need burn agreat
deal of political brinistone, nor (10 1 believe it
is right for the Government to hoist distress
signals as the Treasurer hase done. I think he
made it eloqnently and also painfully clear that
the limitations placed upon him both in the way
of taxation anil administration, render his posi-
tion at the present time almost untenable, and
unless he canl get from the elements which com-
prise the party behind himl some concrete sup-
port for the proposals he is likely to meet thle
House with, I ant afraid the present Ministry
will not be very long before it goes to pieces.

The Minister for Works: You w-ill bury uts
then.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know that the lion.
member deserves a decent burial. This I would
say, if the Government were fin earnest ill re-
gard to the straightening of the finances:
''You know the express view held by those sit-
ting behind you; as a body they are against
opening up any avenues of profit in the way of
establishing a national industry, and you know
there is only one other means of straightening
the flonmces of this country, and that is by ad-
equately taxing the avenues of Production anid
profit existing at the present time'' It has
been m~ade clearly evident to mie by some of the
proposals of the Treasurer that his activities
.and his desires are circumscribed to such anl ex-
tent that the deficit will remain at practically
what it "-as last year. That is painfully evi-
denit to in, and it is painfully evident to mien'-
hers and also to the Treasurer. In the first in-
stance we have cer-tain, State industries in this
country. It is the desire of somie members op-
posits to close down those industries.

The Colonial Treasurer: Tt is our desire to
make them pay.

Mr. LA-MBERT: I am pleased to hear that.
I think the Governm..ent should' get immediately
from this Ilonse a clear expression of Opinion
as to whether it is the desire of the House that
those industries should be carried on for tile
good of the counutry and that th~ere should he8
an earnest attempt to make them pay.

The Colonial Treasurer: We lo not want an
expression from the House: that is the deter-
mination of the Minister for Works, w'ho con-
trols thenm, amid the Treasurer.

Mr. LAM.IllERT: The 'Minister for Works
and other members of the Ministry hare de-
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tlared their opposition to the State trading con-
-eerns.

The Nlinister for Works: That is right.
MAr. L.AM11ERT: If the hon. member were

-conducting a private business and hie had given
it out that it was his desire at the first oppor-
tunity to sell that business, his action would
not make for economy or the conduct of the
works on business lines.

The Colonial Treasurer: There are two Min-
isters here fully determined to make them pay.

Mr. LAMBERT. But I think the House, and
the country should know whether the Govern-
ment are in earinest in their desire to still con-
trol these industries for the good of the State,
and whether it is intended to enlarge them so
as to make them more useful.

The Colonial Treasurer: Do not forget that
they are tremendously over-capitalised.

Mr. LAMBERT: I1 admit that, and if mis-
takes are made it is an easy remedy to suggest
de-eapitalising some of the undertakings. If
the Government decided to do that it would be
very pleasing from our point of view, With
regard to the Implement Works it would be a
shanme to the Zountry and particularly to the
farmers if any Ministry were to lay their hands
upon that concern. It only requires that oft-
boasted business acumen which we have heard
so much about but of which we have had such
a poor shabby and miserable display up to
date.

The Colonial Treasurer: That is hardly fain.
Mr. LAMBERlT: I am not speaking of any

particular department. I believe the Treasurer
is absolutely honest in his desire to try and
straighten the finances of the State.

The Minister for Works: What about me?
Mr. LAMBERIT: I am unable to deal with

every 'Minister or every department at once, but
I will say immediately of the Treasurer that
with the admitted financial ability which he
possesses, I believe he has a sincere desire to
straighten out the fiuances.

The Colonial Treasurer: When I no longer
have that desire some one else can take charge
of the Treasury.

Mr, LA.MBEBT: It is the duty of every
member to assist the Governinent in their desire
to finance the country on business lines.

The Colonial Treasurer: You should hear
the Chamber of Commerce on the Minister
for Works because he is trying to conduct his
department on business lines.

Afr. LAM.NBERT: If he continues to do that
he will earn the goodwill, not only of the
House, but of the country. Seeing that we are
not likely to launch out in any big undertak-
ing, it is plainly evident that there is only one
other means of getting the wherewithal to
straighten our finances, namely by taxation.
One avenue of profit is fire insurance. No
Ministry could make me believe that they de-
sired to straighten the affairs of the country
while allowing that big profit earning avenue
to remain as at present.

The Colonial Treasurer: I am exploiting
them a bit.

Mr. L*AMIBlERT: It is only playing with
them. In view of our financial difficulties, it
would be perfectly legitimate to nationalise
fire insurance in an endeavour to straighten
our affairs. Take for instance the financing of
South America.

The Colonial Treasurer: Oh, don 't take us
there.

Mr. LAMBERT: Western Australia ought to
blush for shamie at her financing as compared
with that of some of the States of South
America.

Mr. Green: Their paper dollar is worth about
10 cents, Outside their own boundaries.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am only endeavouring to
state what I know has obtained in other coun-
tries. This fire insurance business is one
avenue of profit which should be absorbed by
the State. The underwriters hare fixed an
arbitrary rate for fire insurance, and we are
being exploited to the extent of about a quar-
ter of a million per annum. That ought to go
to the State. The member for South Fre-
mantle (Mr. Rocke) referred to the amount
of money wasted in the liquor and allied
trades. It has been seriously contended by
many that there is a big waste in this direc-
tion. But why- does not the Treasurer say that
all tho avenues of luxury and pastime should
be closed? It is a scandal that, in Western
Australia, when we are crying out for mnan
power, when our industries are languishing for
men, numberless avenuies of luxuries and sport
should continue to exist. Without indicating
them in detail, I hope the Treasurer will show
an earnest desire to close some of those avenues
and open uip other avenues of usefulness and
profit. The member for Perth (Mr. Pilking-
ton) in striking language made certain coura-
geous suggestions. Unleri he is prepared to
back courageous words with courageous deeds,
he will find himself a nonentity in the House.
His words require to be backed by deeds, and
however stern his duty may be, he should meet
it unflinchingly. Tt is all very well for the
member for Perth to say that we should cut
down the education vote by £.150,000. Any
schoolboy could say that. While probably the
hon. member has not had access to the depart-
ment, has not been able to obtain the know-
ledge that would fortify him in making a
definite statement, yet, on broad lines hie should
be able to indicate in what direction that vote
can be cut down. If its reduction is going to
lessen the efficiency of education, in the State
that vote should be the lost to lay hands upon.
I do not think the Treasurer, with his appre-
ciation of the necessity for higher education,
will tarkie that department whbile there is
waste anid inefficiency in many of the other
dlepartments.

The Mfinister for -Works: Is it not possible
to tackle the department without impairing
its efficiencyYI

Mr. LAM.NBERT: Probably it is. But we
have a right to some indication from the mem-
ber for Perth as to how the vote can he cut
down to the enormous extent suggested by him.
There are many other profit-earning channels
which should be tackled byv the Treasurer. I
hope be will take a note Of firle ibsurance, be-
cause I feel inclined to move a motion dealing
with that subject. It we are to provide
repatriation for our returned soldiers and
sailors, we should make a State monopoly of'
fire insurance in the interests of those who
have fought for their country. Quite recently
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"e had speakers on the public platform talk-
ing about equality of sacrifice. Has any of
thenm made mention of the equality of oppor-
tunity? Have they made any practical ref-
erence to the necessity for seeing those brave
lads. settled back into the various industries
of the country? Has there been any practical
suggestion put forward? If the Government
were to tackle this question they would be
showing the country that they were sincere
in their desire to make ample and right pro-
vision for men who have done such noble ser-
vice to the country and the Empire. Though
the Colonial Treasurer may not feel inclined
to absorb these avenues of profit I
hope that, if for not other reason than, for
the sake of the returned soldier, he will re-
solve to do so, The member for Kalgoorlie
(Mr. Green) in a very striking speech to-
night made reference to the necessity for en-
couraging the mining industry. It is cer-
tainty in greater need of encouragement to-
day than it has been for some time past. We
have the Minister for Works and Water Sup-
uly dealing effectively with the work of re-
organisation of his department. If he will
only go on fearlessly and without hindrance
from those behind him, I believe he will effect
economnies which will be of considerable bene-
fit both to the finances of the State and the
administration of water supply, and that this
wilt possibly lead to a lessening of the water
charges to the goldfields. I would suggest to
the Minister for Mines the necessity for es-
tablishing a dep6t for the buying up of min-
ing machinery and material, It is a great
pity that the party on this side of the House
did not embrace the opportunity of doing
this years ago, and of buying second-hand
machinery and selling it to prospectors and
mining people generally. Considerable sums
of money have been made in the purchase and
sale of second-hand machinery. The people
engaged in this work can rightly claim any
profit they make from it, but I believe this is
one of the best ways in which the Government
can assist the small mine owner and the
prospector.

Mr. Pickering: It is not too late.
Mr. LAMBERT: That is so. Those people

whom the hon. member represents are receiv-
ing considerable assistance front the G3overn-
meat.

Mr. Johnston: We are helping the Govern-
mient, too.

Mr. LAMBERT: Certainly. I say to both
hon. members that they can help the mining
industry if they will urge the Minister for
Mines to start a dep~t at which mining ma-
chinery and material can be purchased.

Mr. Pickering: It is part of our platform
to help the mining industry.

Mr. 'LAMBERT: It n-ould not involve
more than a small amount of money, and the
people connected with the mining industry
would benefit to the extent of from £50,000
to £100,000 a year. As the hour is late, I
wrill not now deal with nmnny other matters
which should receive attention. These can be
dealt with when we reach the items on the
Estimates. I should like, however, to ask the
Coloniel Treasurer, instead of letting down

lightly these insurance compainies, to seri-
ously consider the question of the relation-
ship of these companies to the State, to seri-
ously consider our obligations as members of
the coninunty, and have regard to the altered
conditions which now obtain but dlid not ob-
tauti previously, as well as to the manner in
which other countries are trying to straighten
their finances along the lines T have indicated,
rather than in the pettifogging manner as
suggested here by annme hon. members. I was
struck by the suggestion that members' sal-
aries should be cut down by ten per cent., and
that this reduction should also apply to the
civil service. Nothing could be more mean
and petty than such a display of kerbstone
philosophy and taproom eloquence. It was sug-
gested that members' salaries should be cut
down by ten per cent, because they were not
worth their pay. I am prepared to be taxed
under the conditions which obtain to-day.
Although there are miany constitutional re-
forms which could be brought about so as to
effect economies in the government of the
country, I do think that this is one of the
nmnest, most miserable, and pettifogging
ways of effecting economny that one could hear
of, and it is the sort of thing one would bear
discussed on the kerbstone or in a taproom.
It disgusts me to think that men should talk
in this manner when they are dealing with
three or four millions of money, and the whole
of the ramifications of the affairs of State,
and when they are also dealing with the many
sacrifices that Ministers have to make in the
service of their country by coming here. I
ami sorpriredl that anyone should get up and
niche such a pettifogging suggestion uas this.
I for one will certainly vote against it. if
the people of the constituency which
sent IT]c t o Parliament think that
I ami not worthy to represent them,
they will have their remedy when the time
couies. I will never consent to be one of a
party Which is trying, in such a mean and
miserable manner, to meet a deficiency of a
million a year. If the finances of this coun-
try are going to be straightened they are go-
ing to be straightened by men who think big
things, and not by miserable and petty
meatis. We want our finances dealt with by
men who are prepared to do and sayT and act
big thingr, and I believe that if the Treasurer
is prepared to emulate the example of men
who have made inmes for thenmhlves in the
administration of the affairs of the country,
backed up by his colleagues, that he will be
supported by all elements in the House.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex [10.58]:- There
is one passage in the Treasurer's statement
which I think has caused him more regret
than any other, and it is that in which he
invited m~embers in the House to give him
the benefit of their advice. lHe has had a
redundanIcy Of advice, no doubt. I feel that
I have an equal right to place what little
advice I 'Uay' be able to give before the
Government. The member for Kanowna
(Ton- T. Walker) said to-night *that our
troubles began with our entrance into the
sphere of Commonwealth politics. it a great
Measure he struck the keynote of the posi-
tion. lie could have said further that al-
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though our troubles began when we lost the
means of direct taxation through the Cus-
toms, we did not realise that we should have
kept rithin the bounds of the incomings
then available. The member for Northamn
(Hon. J, 'Mitchell) in the course of his
speech, laid all the blame for the present
position of the State at the doors of the
Opposition, and the member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) recipro-
cated by placing the responsibility on this
side of the House. There was a great deal
in the argument of the member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) when
he said that the Government of which he
was a member were left a legacy of some-
thing like 900 miles of railway to complete,
and several other works of a like nature. I
am not going over the figures which so many
members have given before, and which we
all know by heart, but I do think that in
a measure our position is due to extrava-
gant borrowing and the excessive expendi-
ture of loan moneys. I do think that
is the true reason for our present position.
I Wish particularly to touch on the question
of the railways. So far as I can ascertain,
the capital of the railways, which is var-
iously stated, amounts to £18,037,160, and
the total interest charges are £648,764, while
the deficiency for the year was 1214,83L
Although the statement has been contra-
dicted, we find that sinking fund has been
a charge against the railways. According
to the Colonial Treasurer, the railways, when
charged with interest and sinking fund,
show a1 loss for the year of £590,561. These
figures disclose a very serious position. The
reasons to which the loss is attributed are,
I1 think, mainly the falling-off in freight
consequent upon the war. The items which
show the heaviest losses are timber and
wheat. Further, there are increases in run-
ning costs and in wages,

Ron. W. C. Angwin: There is also the de-
crease in fertiliser freights, which accounts
for about £;80,000.

Mr. PICKERING: That would have some-
thing to do with it. I am not saying any-
thing against the grant of the increased
wages under the last arbitration award; hut
they doa represent an additional tax. While
increases have been given to what may be
called the lower grades of the railway ser-
vice, it appears to me that similar consider-
ation has not been extended to the higher
grades. In this connection I wish to bring
before the Committee certain figures. Out
of a total of 937 officers in the Railway De-
partment, there are 404 men 21 years old
who receive between £126 and £E190 per an-
num, and there are 173 juniors who are
paid from £50 to £110O per year. Of the
total staff of 937, therefore, 577 earn under
£200 per year. while 149 earn from £200
to £21. To put it in percentages, 61.5 per
cent, earn from £190 per annum dowawards,
while 15.7 per cent earn from £200 to £210.
The greater number of the officers receiving
£125 and upwards are married men. After £1I60
per annum has been reached, increments are
not in all cases automatic. The Arbitration

Court has awarded to unskilled labour £149
19s. 7d. per year, and to partly skilled labour
£162 and £173 per year. The lowest wage paid
to clerks in the Victorian railway service is
£155 per annum, whilst in Queensland it is
£160, with automatic annual increases up to
£225. From these figures it is evident that
those members of the railway service who have
given the most stuidy to their business are in
the worst position as regards remuneration. I
think the Treasurer, when he stated that the total
represented by the inrease in wages would
be £511,000 per annum, must have contemplatedl
increases to that particular class of the service.
The increases to those who may be called the
wages men are estimated to amount to only
£39,000 per annum. To my mind, there is one
fine point as to our railway service-that the
railway service has been used for development
purposes, and that consequently lines have been
constructed in areas where they would not have
been built except for those purposes. A further
consequence is that the Commissioner of Rail-
ways is faced with an almost impossible posi-
tion in his endeavours to finance the railways
on business lines. For that position we have
to find a remedy, and the member for Kal-
goorlie suggested that the remedy would be
found in a tax on the unimproved value of land.
But it seeius to me that that remedy is rather
too heavy for the farming community to bear
alone. If by that means enough money has
to be found to make uip the railway deficiency.
I estimate, on the returns furnished by the
State Taxation Department, that the increased
tax must amount to at least 5d. or 6d. in the
pound. The member for Kalgoorlie argued
that the imposition of a tax of 6d. in the pound
on unimproved land values would enable the
railways to decrease their freight charges; but
according to my calculations, it would take at
least a tax of 5d. in the pound to make up the
deficiency stated in the Railway Department's
report. One method of remedying the position
-a method which has not been mentioned in
this Chamber to-night, but which has frequently
been discussed at farmers' conferences-is the
application of the zone system to the railways.
Under that system, instead of the fares and
freights to outback districts being made
greater, the incidence is on the districts close
to the centre. That systemn might be taken into
consideration, together with an increase in tax-
ation on land, though the latter should not be
of the magnitude suggested by the member for
Kalgoorlie. Thus we might meet the difficulty
without increasing railway charges to people
remote from the markets. With regard to the
Education Vote, the member for Perth sug-
gested a reduction of £150,000. 1 do not think
any memnber of the Commmittee would support
the member for Perth in that proposal. I be-
lieve there are avenues for economy in the Edu-
cation Department, and I think it is well that
eat-h of us should suggest any economies which
conic within his purview. Por example, in a
school situated in my electorate, andl close to
where I reside, there have been no less than 20
changes in the staff during a period of 14 years.
The cost of transferring officers from one part
of the State to the other is considerable; and,
besides, the effect of such frequent transfers
is prejudicial to the education of tbe scholars,
since it precludes any possibility of continuity
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in teaching. If the position I bave described
obtains in the one portion of the State of
which I am cognisant, one may fairly assume
that it obtains pretty well throughout the State.
I have been unable to gather from the Estimates
what is the cost of transfers, but there can be
no doubt that a considerable sumi is involved.
The leader of the Opposition suggested
that the minimum age for school child-
ren should be raised, Whilst I might be in
accord with him as regards raising the mini-
mum. age for attendance in urban school;, I
most strongly oppose the application of that
principle to country schools unless the Govern-
ment are prepared to lower the average attend-
ance required, because it is only with the uit-
most difficulty that ninny country schools are
able to maintain that attendance. In fact, that
is possible only by including children
below the minimum age suggested by
the leader of the Opposition. As re-
gards the higher grades of education,
I personally am in favour of charg-
ing for the advantages of secondary schools
and of the University. When tbe University
was first mooted, I was opposed to it
because I thought the State had not
arrived at that stage of development
or of population which would justify
the establishment of a University. I
consider now that those in our midst who wish
to avail themselves of the advantages of the
University should be prepared to bear the cost
of this particular institution. I am perfectly
willing to support the provision of bursaries on
the easiest possible terms; bnt I do not think
it is wise, in view of the financial position, to
maintain n system of higher education free of
Cost, at all events during the period of war. I
shall therefore snpport any suggestion that a
reasonable charge he made for such advanced
education. With regard to medical services,
and particularly the assisted hospitals, I think
that the hospital at Busselton is one of the
most successfully conducted in the State. It
shows a credit balance and it is now instituting
a scheme by which it hopes to be able to finance
itself and so avoid making further demands on
the Government. I cannot, however, see why it
should not be possible to evolve aone scheme by
which those who use these institutions might be
made to pay. There has been a suggestion on
the part of the Treasurer with regard to the
systemnatising of departments, and he stated
that he had appointed a" officer to do this work
in conjunction with the Public Service Comn-
missioner. I consider it should be within the

province uf the Commissioner himself to do this
work. We have beard many stlatements made
about extravagance in connection with the de-
partine nts. Why should there not be a standard-
isation of the equipment of offices such as ap-
plies to barracks. At the present time any offi-
cer can furnish his office or equip it just as he
lilkes. Adverting to the question of the reduc-
tion of salaries of members of Farliament, I
am opposed to it, but I am prepared to sup-
port any proposal for a reduction in the num-
ber of members. I think £300 a year is a small
enough salary and I would not be one of those
to subscribe to reducing the amount. There is,
however, one reduction that I would be pre-
pated to support, and it is the taking away

fromi Mlnisters of the additional £300 voted to
them by the Wilson Government. If any one
should be prepared to cut down their salaries it
should be Ministers.

The Colouial Treasurer:- It is very kind of
you.

Mr. PICKERING: When the Treasurer
stated that there should be a 10 per cent, re-
duction all round, I em justified in suggest-
ing that those who can best afford to bear
the reduction should have it applied to them.

The Colonist Treasurer: Do you know that
the Honorary Ministers are being paid by Min-
isters out of their ordinary salaries9

Mr. PICKERING: That is not my business.
The Colonial Treasurer: Of course not. I

want to give all those who advocated these re-
ducriona on the hustings an opportunity of
backing their opinions in the House.

Mr. PICKERING: I was not one of thenm.
I am prepared to follow up the pledge I made
on the hustiugs, and it was that there should
be a reduoction in the number of members.

The Colonial Treasurer: Then you are free.
Mr. PICKERING: With regard to the rail-

ways the Treasurer said, ''We might easily
arrange to stop the leakage in regard to the
other £ 327,000." 1 suppose when the Trea-
surer is replying he will tell us how he pro-
poses to stop that leakage.

The Colonial Treasutrer: I said we might.
That was only what was left over.

Mr. PICKERING: I asked several ques-
tions in the House wvith regard to fertilisers
and foodstuffs, and one which I put to the
Premier was as to what revenue was ob-
tained fr-ont the registration of foodstuffs.
The reply was that there was no revenue. I
also asked what the number of registrations
was, and Was told that it was some hundreds.
If the vendors of manures derive a benieft
from registration, it is only fair that they
should pay for the privilege.

The Premier: They would get it back again.
Mr, PIC0KERING: It was evident from the

answer given by the Preomier that there should
be an amendment of the Act to ensure a guar-
antee to the purchaser. As the Treasurer is in
need of funds it is only reasoLnable that these
people should be asked to pay something for
registration. Another tax which has been urged
by the agricultural societies is a stallion and
bull tax. If the Trenasurer wants nioney there is
a source that has not yet bean tapped. The imi-
position of the tax would also bring about an
improvement in the brueds.

'Mr. Holman: How much would it raise?
The Colunial Treasurer: .4. tax of £1 per

head would bring in a fevenue of £500.
Mr. PICKERING: With regard to the

State farms it is time that a report was made
on the method of working them. The manage-
ment of these farms has nt been satisfactory
as was evidencedI by' the Honorary 'Minister
rooting up the Brunswick orchard which Cost
the State £5,000. It is advisable that there
should be somne definite policy in connection
with the State farms, and it would perhaps be

a good thing to convert them into stud farms
or agricultural colleges. The stock at Bruins-
wick could he sold to settlers on extended
terms. Up to the present these farms have
proved a toss to the country, whereas if Bruns-
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wick and Yandanooka were converted into
stud farms, there might be a prospect of get-
ting some revenue out of them, and at the
same time "we would be benefiting the settlers.
With regard to the removal of the Commnis-
sioner for the South-West and the appointmient
of the Commissioner for the Wheat Belt to
that position, T would like to draw the atten-
tion of members to a paragraph in the rellort
of the Agricultural Commission on this sub-t
ject. This states-

Action in the past which kept the Wheat
expert of the department busy in the city,
instead of attending to the duties for which
he was presumably engaged (i.e., instructing
the farmer in the best methods of cereal
growing), was certainly a grave mistake.

If the Commissioner for the Wheat Belt who
has been appointed to take over thme duties of
the Commissioner for the South,-West was not
able to do justice to his own work before,
how will it be possible for himi to do so now,
and how will he be able to attend to the South-
West? The duties of Mr. Sutton were dis-
tinctly defined w-hen he wah made Commissioner
for the Wheat Belt. The report of the Royal
Cjonmmission just as distinctly says that those
duties have been neglected. Yet the delpart-
ment now suggests that Mr. Sutton's duties
be enlarged to cover the south-west districts.
This I strongly object to. However, T eec
the amount is still on the Estimates, and so
I hope it is the purpose of the Mlinister to
once more fill that position. It is time we took
the settlement of the South-West seriously in
hand. The best way of going about it would
be to adopt a system of partially improved
farms before settlement. If this policy had]
been adopted some years ago we might, by
this time, have had farms available for our
returned soldiers. It is the only policy by
which we can open uip that densely timubered]
country. It would] give a great deal of en-
couragement to dairying and to mixed fann-
ing generally. A very serious position exists
in regard to the wheat marketing board. Mr.
Hammond, who was on that board for some
time, for one reason and another has been
compelled to sever his connection with it. See-
ing that Mr. Hammond is one of the most
honourable men in Western Australia. and is
thoroughly conversant with the industry, it
would be well if the Government asked -Mr.
Hammond to reconsider his resignation. I
believe there are sev'eral very serious compli-
cations in connection with the hoard and the
millers, especially with regard to taking over
their holdings at the initiation of the Pool.
and T think that a man who has given to the
affairs of the board the time de'-oted by Nlrr.Hammond without cost to the Pool, should
have full consideration at the hands of the
Government. Another question in connection
with the wheat areas is that of water sup-
ply. I understand that the charge to the
agriculturist is 2s. 6d. per 1,000 gallons at
the main and 69s. 6d. per 1,000 gallons
on the extension services, whereas on
the goldfields, water supplied for other than
mnining purposes is charged at the rate of 2s.
per 1,0001 gallons. If this is so, it seems to
Die only right that the agricultural industry

should be placed on equal terms With those
people on the goldfields who use the water
for purposes other than mining. Very fine
vegetables have been exhibited in Sandover's
window as grown on the goldfields under the
water scheme with water at 2s. per 1,000 gal-
Ions. There ought to be some reconsidera-
tion of the charges levied by the Water De-
partmient on the agricultural industry. It is
true that the areas in this water scheme are
assessed at 4d. per acre. Tt means that any-
one using that water tan only use it uip to
the extent covered by the 44. per acre at
-2s. 6d. or 6s. Od. per thousand gallons. I
think I am justified in asking the Premier to
fav-onrablv consider the question of reduc-
lug the rate to at least that which applies on
the goldields for water used for purposes
other than mining. The member for Mfount
Magnet (Mr. Troy) said that the agricultural
industry was responsible for the deficit. I
not not in accord with the bon. member. The
agricultural industry, it is true, has been as-
sisted by successive Governments, but the
assistance has been rendered, not as a gift but
as a loan. It is not fair to debit the dcficit
to the agricultural industry when the money
advanced to that industry is by way of a
loan. I think a great deal of the troubles
which hang about the neck of the Treasurer
are due to such works as the Bullfinch rail-
way, the dry thock at Fremnantle, and
the erection of various buildings on the day
labour system. The member for Gascoyne
(Mfr. Angelo) said he doubted whether an in-
dusty;- that required to be bolstered up so
much was worth continuing, and he sug-
gested that, instead of the industry being
continued, we should adopt a policy of con-
verting the agricultural lands into sheep
runs. When I was in New South Wales a
popular cry in that State was for the sub-
division of the pastoral areas into agricul-
tural holdings. Apparently' the lion. member
has reversed this order. The lion, member
told us of the possibilities of Carnarvon, but
later we heard the member for 'Mount Mag-
net discount the value of that district as
a field for banana growing. The solution of
the difficulties in the drier areas will be
found to lie in the combination of wheat and
sheep. I now come to the question of re-
patriation, and I would like to refer to the
remarks made by the Treasurer in this con-
nection. He said that absolutely nothing
had been done by the State or the Common-
wealth in regard to repatriation. This is a
most serious position, that at the expiration
of three years from the start of the war no-
thing hase been done. Tt must be evident to
everyone that we should have started out on
the question of repatriation at the conmnence-
mient of the war, and not in the fourth year.
And yet the Treasurer makies the startling
statement that practically nothing has been
done. The only solution of the question is
that a conference should be held with the
Minister in charge of repatriation. It is ab-
solutely essential in the interests of the
State and of those who are coming to us, who
left us in the confidence that we would do
our duty to them on their return, that some-
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thini, should be done at once in their inter- (loveinmont should meet in conferonce and
ests. Several members have drawn attention
to their districts, in regard to inducing the
Government to develop their districts with a
view to settling returned men. We should
not, as individual members, seek to attract
returned soldiers to our districts. The ques-
tion is of far more importance than that. It
is one which a body of surveyors met in
conference statedl should be met by a re-
sumption of land along the existing lines.
This is a scheme which I think should be care-
fully considered by the Minister for Indus-
tries. The proper Course to adopt would be
to have a select committee or a Royal Com-
mission appointed to go into the question
of finalising a scheme and getting the best
the State can give these men in the way of
land. What I want to do is this: the Com-
monwealth are not in a position to judge as
to the local conditions in the way of repatri-
ation. Therefore, it is essential that this
State should take upon itself the means of
formulating a scheme on sound lines, so that
the men on returning can go on to the land
straight away. Many of these men have been
coming back to the State, and time is being
lost in settling then,. The difficulty arises
thait the lainger the men are out of employ-
nient and free from responsibility the greater
difficulty there is in settling them on the
land. One great aspect of repatriation is
that we should only induce men to go on the
land if there is a possibility of them doing
good. The Government should secure the
best land, and place on it those who will get
sonmething out of it. Mtemnbers have talked
of putting railways out, opening up unknown
districts. If we experiment in that way we
are dooming the whole scheme to failure.
Our obligntion to the men is to do our ut-
most; they hare made the utmost sacrifices
on our behalf. I understand the Common-
wealth Government, for this purpose, are
making available a sum of £500 for each man.
If the Government could start on this ques-
tion of getting places ready for the men, to
have the holdings in readiness this would
mean not only helping the men, but the
State at the same time. I notice one thing
in connection with the Colonial Secretary's
Department. The Fisheries and Aborigines
Departments a few years ago were in charge
of Mr. Charles Gale. The departments were
conducted by the one staff. Now I find
there are two departments with two heads
and two staffs. Tf this is an 'example of the
way in which departments are being run
with a view to economy, then a great mis-
take is being made. I am Dot going to be
a party to handing over any part of this
State to the Commonwealth. I think we are
at the dividing of the ways, we arc in a
serious position. We have only to take Res-
sia and other countries to see what revolu-
tion means. The State must realise its obli-
gations. The employer and the employee
have each their obligations, and it is no good
saying that the obligation rests on the one
side or the other; each have an obligation to
the other. And it is advisable that members
of the community wrho are employing labour,
as well as those who are employed, and the

ti-v to arrive at some way out of our present
difficulty. We had an instance recently
brought uinder our notice. I refer to the
threatened Collie strike, showing what a
little lies between disruption and unity.
Members should consider this matter care-
fully* and realise the obligations which rest
upon us as well as on the people. We should
do everything we can to make things work
smoothly to the beet interests of the State,
and with good results.

Mkfr. WILLOOCK (Geraldton) [11.38:
Every member in this House is agreed as to
the very disappointing nature of the Treas-
rer's statement in introducing his Budget.
After the platform oratory to which we have
been treated, we expected something prac-
tical in the way of finance. The Govern-
ment supporters must admit that the finan-
cial administration of the present Govern-
mient is in no wayv better than that of the
Goveranient which preceded it; if anything,
it is worse. We have been going back con-
siderably more per month than we did when
the Labour Government were in office, and
I think greater than at any time during our
career. The policy outlined by the Premier
is contained in three words, ''Produce, pro-
duce, produce!'' Yet the first important re-
trenchment in connection with the reorgani-
sation of departments has been directly con-
cerned with production, and the producing
industries of the State. The pro-essential
requisites of successful production is expert ad-
vice intelligently given to labour. Pending an
explanation as to what actuated the Min-
ister for Agriculture in making the recoin-
niendations for dispensing with the services
of the agricultural experts, we cannot come
to anyv proper conclusion. But if the Min-
ister thought the officers were no good, it
would be just as well that the Minister
should make the explanation to the House.
On one occasion the Minister did endeavour
to make an explanation, but, owing to our
form of procedure, he was not able to do so
at that time. I, in company with a good
many other people of the State, am anx-
ions to know the reason which actuated the
Minister on that occasion, whether it was
that the experts did not possess the know-
ledge that they were supposed to have, or
whether it was that their services were unt-
necessary to the State. I propose to refer to
one or two matters affecting my own elec-
torate. The people of Geraldton are self-
reliant, and do not go cap in hand to the
Government. They are trying to help them-
selves, but if after making this attempt they
find that they have Dot been quite success-
ful and that the time is opportune for them
to go to the Government, by virtue of the
fact that they have tried to help themselves
and be self-reliant they hope that they will
be able to place a good case before the Gov-
ernment and will not be denied assistance
when it is required. In connection with
freezing and canning works at Geraldton.
it is proposed to finance these locally. There
is a strong probability of the venture prov-
ing a success, and it was too important a
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matter to shelve until the financial position
of the Government was better than it is
now. The idea is-to start the works by
means of local effort, and to this end an ex-
tensive canvass is being made. throughout
the Murchisont and other portion 'of the pas-
toral districts surrounding Geraldton. A
sum of from £50,000 to £60,000 has been
promised, and it is considered that this will
he sufficient with which to start these works.
It is also felt that this undertaking will go
a long way towards helping the stock own-
ers out of their future difficulties. The Pre-
mier, in his policy speech, said that the Gov-
ernment were prepared to subsidise butter
or bacon factories to the extent of pound
for pound. In Geraldton the people took up
the question of establishing a bacon factory
straight away without asking for any sub-
sidy. This factory, which was started en-
tirely by private enterprise, is now in full
swing, and it is dealing already, and pretty
successfully too, with 40 pigs a 'week. It
has only been running for two or three
weeks.

Hon. P. Collier: Is there no subsidy?
Mr. WILLCOCK: No.
The Attorney General: What did it cost?
Mr. WILLCOCK: It did not cost very much.

The people came to an arrangement with the
local ice works as to the use of a room in that
building, and the whole thing was started at
an expenditure of £E300 or £400. Rlecognisiag
that the matter was an important one, those in-
terested in the undertaking put forward a pro-
posal for the establishment of a butter and
bacon co-operative concern. Capital, however,
did not seem to come in quickly enough, and
theso people were unable to go on with it on
that basis. The result was that two or three
of the local wholesale butchers got hold of the
business, and made arrangements with the ice
works, and the factory is now dealing with
40 pigs a week. If these people cannot make a
success of the undertaking and it becomes ne-
cessary to go to the Government and say, "We
did our best, and having done that and not
having been quite successful we now require
some little subsidy,'' I think it will be the
duty 'of the Government to give such assistance
to the best of their ability. Another matter
which concerns Geraldton to an important de-
gree, is that of smelters for base metals, for
the treatment of those ores which are found in
the immediate vicinity of Geraldton. We have
the Northampton fields which are opening uip
splendidly. It is felt that the expenditure in
connection with the smelting of the ore will
be altogether too great, because of the neces-
sity for the additional expenditure which would
he involved in freighting the product to Fre-
mantle. The general experience as regards
smelting works is that the ore has to be carted
to the nearest port and treated there. We have
only to look at the instances afforded by Port
Pinie 'and Cobar to know that this is accepted
as the general policy. Another matter of im-
portance to Geraldton is in connection with
wool appraisement. It has been seriously sug-
gested by the Federal inthorities that the ap-
praisement of wool at Geraldton should be cut
out. Anyone who visits Gemaldton to-day will
find bales of wool in every directioh.

The Colonial Treasurer: Do the Common-
wealth authorities suggest thatI

Mr. WILLOOCK: They are suggesting that
the whole of the appraisement of wool should
be done at one centre, and Fremantle was sug-
gested as the centre for Western Australia.
The wool could he stored for a certain length
of time, and would then have to be taken to
Fremantle to be appraised. That would be a
hardship upon Geraldton. That town has al-
ready suffered severely on account of the war,
nd the whole of the prosperity of the wage-

earning portion of the community is directly
bound up in the question as to whether the ap-
praisement of wool should be continued there or
not.

The Colonial Treasurer: Is there much em-
ployment as a result of this appraisement?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes, there are quite 40
or 50 men employed continuously on that work.
Dalgety 's recently put up a shed-4. do not
know the exact floor space involved, but it re-
presents a considerable area-and it is now full
of wool. That is only one of the many places
in Geraldton which are stocked in this way.
If this suggestion on the part of the Common-
wealth authorities is really carried out it
should be the duty of the State Govern-
ment to enter a strong protest in the matter.

The Colonial Treasurer: Let us know what
is being done in the matter and we will look
into it.

.Mr. WILLOOCK: Furthermore, it is esti-
mnated that during the past week or two quite
a million pounds worth of wool has been lying
at Geraldton.

The Colonial Treasurer: It should be much
easier to handle it locally.

Mr. WJLLCOCK: That is so. The people
in the business in and around Geraldton have
gone to considerable expense in providing
floor space for the wool, in order that the
work of appraisement might be successfully
carried out. I noticed in the '"Daily News''
about four weeks ago that a very successful
test had been made in connection with the
coal deposits in the Irwin district, which
closely affects the Colonial Treasurer because
that is in his constituency. The test went to
show that the coal there was as good as the
Collie Coal.

The Colonial Treasurer: The test showed
11,000 British thermal units, which is consid-
erably higher than the Collie coal tests.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I hope the Government
will be prepared to do their best to open uip
this coal seam, for this will have its reflex
in a bunkering trade at Geraldton. With re-
gard to income tax measures, it is suggested
that the exemption should be reduced from
£200 to £100, but we do7 not find any proposal
on the part of the Go- ernment to increase thd
amount of exemption allowed in the case of
children. The Commonwealth -Government,
however, allow an exemption of £26 for every
child in t he payment of income taxes, and
only lately the South Australian Government
have increased the exemption in the case of
children to £20. In view of thd very much
increacsed cost of living in this State I think
it would he only right and just if the Gdv -
emninent here gave A substantial exemptiosi in
the case of children. The exemption h 6s al-

675



[ASSEMBLY.]

ready been reduced in the ease of married
men from £E200 to £156, and it would be only
right that they should increase the exemption
for children fromi £:13 to £E26 ;per annum.
Several suggestions have been made for in-
creasing the revenue of the State, and I think
the Treasurer, even at this late hour, is suffi-
ciently wide-awvake to listen to a further sug-
gestion or two in this regard. One direction
in which we might perhaps raise a little addi-
tional revenue is the imposing of heavier rates
of income tax. In this connection I have par-
ticularly in view the incomes of the pro-
ducers of wool, who during the past two or
three years have donie'better than they ever
(lid before. Moreover, it has to be borne in
mind that but for the misfortune of the war
th ,vl ool growers would not have received the
l argely enhanced prices which their product
has been bringing. I estimate that the in-*
comes of wool growers have risen by 50 per
cent., or more, thanks to the rise in the price
of wool and to the excellent seasons of the
l ast f o ur or five years. This latter factor
alone would have very materially enhanced
time incomes of the wool growers, quite irre-
spective of time higher price of their product.
We know, too, that there have been large in-
creases in the flocks. The income tax returns
show that durimig the year 1913, pastoralists
and graziers, who are the people mainly con-
cerned in the production of wool, averaged
over £1,000 for 21.9 persons. In 1914, 193
averaged £1,172. During the year 1915, in
which the higher prices prevailed-

The Colomnial Treasurer: The taxable in-
conmes rose from £287,000 in .1913 to £473,000
in 1917.

Mir. WILLOOCK: During the years 1913,
1914, and 1915, the latest for which returns
are available, the average inome received by
the pastoralist or grazier rose from £1,034 to
£1,664. Moreover, a much larger number
made over £1,0100 in the last year quoted than
in the first. Still, the average amount of in-
come tax paid by these people in 1915 was
only £38; and when their inmcomes had in-
creased by an average of £600 their income
tax was only £20 higher. I repeat, these are
the one class of people who have gained
directly and very substantially as the result
of the wvar. We are told that the rag-shops
and other businesses have made money out of
the war; but the pastoralists and the graziers
aire the one set of people whom we can get at
through figures-figures so plain that he who
runs may read. It is indisputable that the
people who control the production of wool
have made huge sums of money out of the
war. In these times of stress they are bene-
fiting; they are profiting by their country's
misfortune; and, they should be asked to put
in something for the beaefit of the State at
this period. The member for Beverley said
that he could not assist the Treasurer, and
that he would not if he could. That I do not
think altogether a fair statement. Had it
conic from any member of the Opposition,
there might have been some little explanation
for it in the way of personal animms or
political bias. But such an observation, com-
ing from a-'member sitting on the Government

side, seems to show that he does not deserve
to be a member of Parliament. The Treasurer
invited his 49 co-directors-as he generouisly
called us-to help him with suggestions. 1'
think this must be the first time that any
miember has said in this Chamber that he would
not assist the Treasurer if he could. I regret
the member for Beverley is not present, as I
would have preferred that he should hear
what I say. 1 consider his observation so im-
portant that 1. direct the attentiomi of the-
Commiittee to it. Next, I wish to say a few
wvords on the agricultural industry generally
and on the Country party. Looking at the cross
benches, 1 observe that not one imember of
the Counitry party is present; only the Honor-
ary Minister, Mr. Willmott, is in the Chamber.
Perhaps the members of the Country party will
mend my remarks in "'Hansard, " and perhaps
they wvill not. I am prepared to give legitimate
assistance to every industry. The Royal Com-
mission on Agriculture have stated what is
known to everybody who knows anything about
agriculture-and that is that at the present time
wheat growing by itself does not pay. Any nuni-
ber of successful farmers can be found to say,
that if they had had to depend on their in-
come from wheat for years past, they would
have been financially gone long ago. Notuvithi-
standing the optiniism of the meniber 'for
Northain, I do not think any competent person
can be found to state now that wheat growing,
absolutely by itself, is a commercially profit-
able proposition. In the circumstances, the
Government would do well to consider seri-
ously-I think Ministers are pretty well aware
of it, too--the advisability of discontinuing
assistance to settlers who are dependent solely,
on wheat growing. If such settlers can be
assisted to produce stock or sheep, of other-
wise enabled to obtain income from something
besides wheat growing, well and good; but,
if not, to assist them merely means prolonging
their agony at considerable expense to the.
general taxpayer. The Country party 's polity,
as given out a couple of years ago, is one of
support in return for concessions. Glancing
at the way the policy has been panning out,
I find that the first item on which the party-
got to' work was the fertiliser railway rate.
In respect of that they secured their first con-
cession, which, however, the farmers did not
enjoy the benefit of very long, owing to the
fact that the fertiliser companies raised the
price of their article by almost as much as the
railway rate had heen reduced.

Mr. Mun sic: By a little more.
Mr. WILLCOCK: I .suppose it served the

party right. Assuming that the Country party
and the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., are practic-
ally identical, I suppose the political success
of the party would be reflected in the Wes-
tralian Farmers' -camp, and also the other way
about. Any remarkable success gained by the,
Westralian Farmers would, I presume, be re-
fiected in the Country party by way of finan-
cial assistance politically. The next concession
resulting from the policy was the agency for
the State Implement Works, carrying on some
,lines increased rates of comimission. So far
as the distribution methods of the State Im-
plement Works are known to me, they- were
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fairly successful; and I consider that no politi-
-cal party should use political influence to secure
an agency for personal ends. The next con-
cession. gained under the policy was the abso-
lute control of the wheat scheme. I be-
lieve I am right in saying that had
it not been for the political representation of
the Farmers' and Settlers' AssociationI the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd., would not have se-
cured the wheat agency at the time they did.
That is my opinion and the opinion of many
members and people outside. They say that if
it had not been for the fact that these people
were represented in Parliament as they were,
this deal would not have come off in the way it
did. The farmers throughout the wheat belt are
deriving a benefit from the arrangement which
was made inasmuch as the profits are going to
those who are directly concerned. Right through
out the State the acquiring agents have been
members of the Farmers and Settlers' Associa-
tion, either secretary or president or a member
of thle executive. I desire to say a few words
with reference to the money which has been ob-
tained through the Industries Assistance
Board. The policy of that board was a tem-
porary expedient to meet exceptionally adverse
circumstances, but instead of using the money
advanced *to them, to make repayments to
creditors, a lot of these people who have drawn
it have used it to start co-operative stores.

[12 o'clock, midnight.]

Mr. Lutey: That is a serious charge.
Mr. W~ILOOCK: Several commercial men

in Geraldton have become, bankrupt on that ac-
count. They were not able to get the money
from those farmers to whom they had lent it.
Men whose assets were between £20,000 and
£30,000 have gone to the wall' as the result of
this policy of those receiving assistance from
the Industries Assistance Board. Notwithstand-
ing the optimism of the Minister for Indus-
tries, with regard to the clearing up of the
affairs of the Board, we find members of the
Country party declaring that if they were on
the board they would take care that they would
do their best not to get off it quickly.

The Attorney General: Can you give me -par-
ticulars of the cases to which you have just re-
ferredI

Mr. WILLCOGK: I am making the broad
statement that a couple of people who had es-
tates which were worth anything up to between
£20,000 and £30,000 have become bankrupt dur-
ing the past twelve or eighteen months by rea-
son of the fact that debts were not paid when
the opportunity existed to pay. A prominent
business man at Oeraldton told me that the
money which rightly belonged to people who
had stuck to farmers through years of bad
times had been used to start co-operative con-
cerns to the detriment of those who had ad-
vanced them nioney in the past. I have no
doubt that if I ask for particulars I shall be
able to get them and I shall then be able to
furnish them to the Minister. The Royal Com-
mission on agriculture included amongst its re-
commendations one to the effect that a per-
nmanent board of agriculture should be ap-
pointed and that the board should be free from
political control and that it should lend money

at the cheapest rate of -interest, not to any in-
dustry but to the agricultural industry only. If
a board as suggested were appointed, surely
the people of the State would have to find the
money, and therefore they should have some
say in its control. If the board were free from
political control what possibility would there be
of removing the members of it at any time.
The Chairnan of the royal Commiission desires
the constitution and the franchise to be altered
to benefit the farmers generally. He says in his
report that demorncy is a failure because the
producers have not sufficient representation un-
der the present system, and he wvants to alter
the franchise so that each producer will have a
vote according to the size of his family, and in
that way get more political power, which could
be used for the producers' particular benefit.
The Chairman of the Commission conisiders that
farmers have larger families than any other
particular section of the community in the
State and should have greater political repre-
senitntion. With regard to the question of re-
patriation, I hope that on the return of our
men from the Front, some adequate provision
will he made for establishing thenm in various
industries and that soon after the termination
of thle war, we shall return to something like
financial stability. I hope that the incidence of
the taxation proposals which the Government
intend to bring forward during the present ses-
sion will be such that it wvill be borne by those
who are best able to bear it, and that it will
not be placed on the shoulders of the workers
as in the past. The question, of land values
taxation I do not propose to touch upon at this
late hour, other than to say that I am in full
accord with the views expressed by the member
for Kalgoorlie.

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [12.13]: I under-
stand this is a debate on the Estimates of,
revenue and expenditure for thle year ending
30th June, 1918, but it seems almost like
beating the air at this late stage to discuss
estimates of expenditure when that expendi-
ture has already been carried out. I feel,
however, that it is our duty, as far as pos-
sible, to ascertain the cause of our present
financial position. I have heard many rea-
sonls given for our present position and these
are mainly that the existing abnormal times
are responsible, and that the war is the cause
of our finding ourselves in the straits we
are in, while it has also been said that two
years after the termination of the war the
position will right itself, even though at
the present time the war is still raging. We
have also heard that there is no necessity
for drastic efforts being made on the part
of the *Government to stop the financial drift
as those efforts may cause a scare. We
heard also that the producers are away and
that when they come back it will be all
right. Another reason given is that Feder-
ation is the cause of all our troubles. Dur-
ing the debate we have heard no sufficient
remedy for our position. I think it is oni
duty to take no notice of what we have
heard, but to try to find the, true cause ol
our present position, and see if any of the
inmpressions given are right. There must b(
soume test. I have never heard what th(
true -.test is. I have endeavoured to con
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ttast the position of our national finances
With that of our Government finances, be-
cause our trouble appears to be the Govern-
ment finances, and not the national finances,
by which I mean the finances of the people.
In considering the Government finances, we
have to look at two sets of figures, which I
take from the statistics of 1913 and of 1917.
In 1913 our deficit on revenue and expendi-
ture was £502,000; in 1914 it was £898,000;
in 1915 it was £1l,415,000; in 1916 it was
£1,927,000; in 1917 it was E2,176,000f, and for
the 30th June, 1918, it is estimated at ap-
proximately three millions. We have there
a very serious iucrease year by year. The
loan indebtedness per head of the population
in 1913 was £85, and in June, 1917, it had
reached £116. In 1913, the net public debt,
after the deduction of sinking fund, was
£26,967,000, and in 1917 it had reached
£35,873,000. I think I have said sufficient
on that point to impress all with the very
serious position of the State finances. I
wish to contrast the national finances for the
same period. I1 take it that trade is well
represented by the imports and exports. I
will quote merely the larger figures. In
1913 the imports were £E9,892,000; and in
1915 they were £C8,983,000, or a decrease of
£909,000. In 1913 the exports were
£8,941,000, and in 1915 they were £8,040,000.
So there was a decrease of imports between
1913 and 1916 of nine per cent., while the
decrease in exports was ten per cent. That
is not a very serious matter, but we find
that the State finances come out 'very dif-
ferently. I represent a constituency which
probably has suffered more than any other
in Western Australia on account of the war,
and I am trying to disprove that the war
is the cause of our financial position. I do
not mean to say that certain localities have
not suffered very much indeed. As a mat-
ter of fact they have; but we are concerned,
not with any particular locality, but with the
State as a whole, and although certain local-
ities may have suffered, I do not think, tak-
ing the whole national financial position in
Western Australia, that we can say the state
of thje national finances warrants the state
of the Government finances. The large de-
creases in the export of our timber and in
our gold production are almost compensated
by the increase in the value of our wool ,our wheat, and our flour. In point of wool,
we are well circumstanced. Although our
wool has not left our shores, we are being
paid for it, and although our wheat has not
left our shores we know that we are going
to be paid f or it. The excess of our wheat
our flour, and our wool almost balances the
loss of the timber trade and the fall in the
,gold production. Also, during the past
two or three years we have produced7 very much
more of our requirements, more butt er, more
bacon, and other products which previously we
were importing from the other States. In
connection with this, our production in 1914
was valued at 15 millions, and 1916 it had
increased by three millions. Again, although
I heard it stated to-night that the deposits in

the State Savings Bank are no criterion of

the people's prosperity, I think that if we
can show an increase of a quarter of a million
in the savings of the people, even if we have
not increased our national prosperity to a
corresponding extent surely that increase of
deposits is a criterion that at least we have
not gone backwards, It shows that the finances
of the people of Western Australia are by no
means in a parlous condition. In 1913 our popu-
lation was 314,000, and in 19.16 it was still
at 314,710. Nor can it be said that because
our producers are away we have failed to pro-
dluce. Indeed, we have produced more than
in previous years. I think from these facts
we can surely satisfy ourselves that all these
impressions that have gone forward are in-
sufficient to account for the present Govern-
ment financial position. And surely if those
who are closer than are we to the battles that
have been waged are suffering from the high
cost of living, we here in Western Australia
are prepared to do our utmost to improve the
financial position of the State. Our fellow-
men have gone to the Front and suffered all
manner of privations. Are we suffering many
privations here? We are still clothed as be-
fore the war. Every day we have sufficient
to eat, and that at not very high cost. The
picture shows are as well attended as ever. I
feel that we out here hardly know that we are
at war. And I feel when the people of West-
ern Australia are thoroughly acquainted and
realise our financial position, they will be pre-
pared to do their utmost to improve that posi-
tion. In reference to the cost of living, to
give some little idea of what people are suffer-
ing in other countries, the '"Times"' of the
12th December last gives the prices of pro-
ducts in the Old Country-cattle per head
£80, at Northampton £90 per head, sheep mak-
ing £C8 10s. per head as an average. That in
itself will show the privations that many, many
thousands are suffering to-day. We are not
suffering. I am satisfied of this, that we are
not making that effort here that we should.
II as a new member of the House may not quite
understand, and it may be the usual progress.
Still, considering that we were elected in Sep-
tember last, I feel very dissatisfied with the
progress we have made, and if it is necessary
to have Parliamentary reform so that we can
make better progress I for one shall support
any reform suggested. I think this has been
realised by members on all sides, and I was
agreeably surprised to hear members on the Op-
position side to-night say they were practically
willing to assist at this juncture. As we all
realise the necessity for an improvement, is
it not possible to have a round table confer-
ence? The position is not what it should be,
and we must improve it. I am only speaking
on general principles to-night; the details will
be discussed when the items are taken. If I
can remove the impression that all the excuses
which are given for the present financial posi-
tion are totally insufficient, I will have done
something. Times are not abnormal as far as
the national finances of Western Australia are
concerned. If they are abnormal to-day, they
were abnormal in 1914, because we drifted
then and we are continuing to drift now. T
only put this out as a suggestion and to try and
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force members to realise that wxe must do
something. I have been anxious during the
debate expecting to hear of some matters of
reform. I have not heard of any serious at-
tempt to amalgamate in' regard to matters of
economy-take, for instance, our Taxation
Departments. There is the Commonwealth
Taxation Department and our own. Surely
they could be worked together; even in con-
nection with roads boards there are many
things which might be amalgamated. There
should be one assessment. We ought not to
have these treble assessments for tax collect-
ing which exist in this country.

The Colonial Treasurer: I think that will
be settled now.

Mr. MONEY: I am glad to hear it. I also
think we should devise some scheme to amnal-
gamate the electoral departments when we
conic to deal with Parlianientary reform.

The Colonial Treasurer: The difficulty is
the boundaries.

Mr. MONEY: Then it is for us to overcome
that difficulty. I think there are many amal-
gamations which might take place and there
arc reforms which might apply to the Sav-
ings Bank and the Statistical Department. I
have advocated for some years past that if
we are going to have economical administra-
tion, there should be more local administra-
tioni. I ani satisfied that there should be a
system by which the administration of the
aff airs of the North-West should be locally
performed. It is impossible for the present
system of administratien to be economical,
and these remarks also apply to the South-
West. We want more local administration
of local affairs. We shall have to extend our
local government if the system is to be more
economically and well administered. We are
all agreed that there are not sufficient per-
sons employed in remunerative occupations,
that we have insufficient producers to the
number of people in the State. It seems a
difficult, matter to deal with, but these ob-
stacles must be overcome. It is said that
people used -to city life are no good for coun-
try life. Why not? People used to the city
life in the past have had no experience in
military matters, yet they have changed
their occupations and become good soldiers
in the short' period of six months. If we can
train citizens. to be good -soldiers, we can
train them to be good producers. It has
come within my knowledge that citizens in
the old country joined the territorials, that
is the mounted infantry and this was soon
after. the war started. Mounted men subse-
quently were not required and they were
turned into foot regiments within six months.
A little later cavalry were required and these
same territorials were again changed and
became cavalry men. If those citizens could
change their occupations surely it is possible
for citizens here to change their occupations
and become producers. We have also been
told that time cause of our troubles is Federa-
tion. Then I say it is the duty of Western
Australia to even re-open the question and put
the matter right. We should find out the cause
up to the present. We have had insufficient
causes given to us for the present financial

position, but if it is Federation, we must open
that question again, and see that a more
favourable agreement is made between Wes-
tern Australia and the Commonwealth. I do
not wish to occupy more time, but I do feel
it is up to us all to do our best and realise
the position and admit that the excuses given
are totally insufficient and admit that we
have done nothing up to the present time.
We have made no progress, we are still
drifting and we should determine that the
drift should stop. I am sure it must. It is
the want of will and determination and not
as the hon. member for Katanning (Mr.
Thomson) said, a cheer-up society. It is a
wake-up society we want in Western Aus-
tralia.

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. 3.
Gardiner -Irwin-in 'reply) [12.29]: When
I asked the members of the House to give
me their assistance I had behind my head
many of the speeches made during the late
political campaign. Every member made the
profession so far as this State was concerned
that the best that was in him was to be at
the disposal of the State. I gave them an
opportunity quite cognisant of the fact that
there would be a lot of words about the inat-
ter , and so it ended. I have listened to a
large number of suggestions, and am quite
satisfied now that to get rid of the deficit is
Just about the simplest thing on the face of
God's earth. One hon. member wants us to
have prohibition, and away will go the deficit.
Another wants us to drink ourselves into
prosperity. Another says that if we adopt
the metric system the thing will be done at
once. Another says "Tax stallions, and your
deficit is gone.''

Mr. Pickering: I said nothing of the sort.

The COONIAL TREASURER: It is
rather difficult to assimilate all these ideas,
but I say with all thankfulness that I appre-
ciate the tone of the Comniittee in regard to
the present position. I realise that in many
instances it is difficult to offer any sugges-
tions seeing that it is said ''We have no in-
side knowledge.'' But that modesty of criti-
cism there applied did not make itself mani-
fest when it came to a question of criticisni.
That criticism was, in many instances, offered
with the same amount of knowledge that
members have of the inside running. I have
made notes of what I thought were helpful
suggestions during the course of the debate.
I will start with the leader of the Opposition.
I uiust say there was something very human
in his speech. I am occasionally human my-
self and recognise,' after sitting in the House
for two or three years, that he just desired
to get back a little of his own. The proba-
bilities are that he carried that desire a
little too far, further than his generous na-
ture usually prompts him to go. He made one
good suggestion, however, and that was in
the matter of education. He said, and I
quite agree with him, that we did not
want to turn -our State schools into State
nurseries. For that suggestion, one
which afterwards had some tempering eff ect
upon the criticism on the matter of educa-
tioii, I thank him. He. did say, and I was
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waiting for his flue experience to give us
something solid to go upon, that the mining
industry wanted encouragement. I was all
ears and eyes when he made -that sugges-
tion because I thought, with the great ex-
perience that he niust have had as Minister
for Mines, that he might just have said in
what way we could assist it, because we all
realise that it must be assisted. We also
had the member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon. W. C. Angwin). If there is one mem-
ber in the House for whom I have admira-
tion it is the member for North-East Fre-
mantle. His intensity of purpose always ap-
peals to me, and I can hear him, as a Corn-
ishman wild saying, to adapt the words of
the poet-

Let Trelawney die,
Then one confounded- Cornishman shall

know the reason why.
I want to pay this compliment both to the
member for Boulder (Hon. P. Collier) and
the member for North-East Fremantle, that
whatever they may say in this House no
two members of Parliament are being more
helpful to me at the present juncture than
they are.

Mr. Lutey: The leader of the Opposition
made mention of a land tax, which you have
not mentioned yet.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: That
is so. When I was delivering my speech
I gave an intimation that this was a
tax upon which we were gathering all
the information possible with the object
of applying it when we could see the
opportunity next session. We then come
to the member for York (Mr. Griffiths).
He started by quoting from John Stewart
Mill, and ended up in the vernacular
of the ''Sentimental Bloke."1 He settled
the whole question. He said in effect,
''Have prohibition, then the deficit is wiped
off.'' Let me tell people who talk absolute
nonsense of that description and suggest
placing a prohibition upon any luxury, I do
not care what it is, ''Do they really, a sen-
sible people, think that a man who denies
himself a luxury, when he finds that this
denial has been the means of effecting a
saving to his pocket of, say, £5, £10, or £15
in a year, that on his being debarred from
using it he will come along to the Treasurer
and tell him that here is the money he has
savedlI' These people never have a second
thought. If they had a second thought per-
haps they would tell me how I am to get
that money into the coffers of the Treasury,
for I ani bothered if I can find out myself.
'When people say, "Let this man deny him-
self,'' and forget that what they criticise
as a luxury for me may be for him a neces-
sity, or vice versa, I say ''Do not talk child-
ish nonsense.''

Mr. Foley: You would not expect anything
sensible to come from the wowser brigade.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I am talk-
ing about the people who speak about another
man's luxuries and say, " IDebar him from using
them and so get money into the Treasury."
One would think that the man would come
along voluntarily and give me the money.

Never a suggestion comes along as to how
I am to get it from him except by the means
that I am adopting, namely, that of getting
it by taxation. Before sitting down to-night
I expect to be able to convince some people
that they arc talking about things, to inves-
tigate which they have never put themselves
to the trouble. The member for Perth (Mr.
Pilkington) was the next member. He said
some weird things. His remedy for the posi-
tionl was violent taxation and violent re-
trenchment. Surely people must realise,
when the community is being taxed, that if
it is over-taxed it is going to be killed and
that we shall never get the desired result.
That never seems to enter into the compu-
tations of people at all. I, as a tax gath-
erer, miust tax a man so that he can
standl it and will pay my taxation. If one
taxes a people violently one taxes it out of
existence, and of what earthly use is that to
a TreasurerI It is of no use at all. We do
not want violent taxation or violent retrench-
mnent. I am sorry the member for Perth is
not here to-night. I went through violent re-
trenchment in Victoria, not personally, for 1
never was a public servant uip till lion. But
I went through it, and to any man who says
to Ine that the way to get out of our difficul-
ties is to adopt retrenchment methods such as
were practised in Victoria, I say to him ''You
are only removing us one stage from the de-
vastation of war." Had it not been for
Western Australia it would have taken Vic-
toria another 10 years to recover from her
violent retrenchment. As soon as a Govern-
ment starts violent retrenchment every pri-
vate individual follows suit, taking his cue
from the Government. Everybody in this
State wants to know everybody's business.
People are not content to let us go along our
own ruad quietly, and do what we know is
necessary quietly. Every hon. member and
every newspaper must be told every day what
we are doing in order that they may criticise.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: That does not apply to
everyone.

Thme COLONIAL TREASURER: Possibly
that is going a little too far. Cannot the
Hlouso trust us? If members cannot trust us,
let them get another Government to carry on
the business. That is the position. But while
we are here let us do that which is here for
us to do in a quiet way, so that we shall not
have a panic. When anyone talks to me of
rectifying our position by means of violent
retrenchment and violent taxation I say to
him ''A child could make the same offer.''
Then the bell. member comes along with an-
other suggestion, ''Drink yourselves into pros-
perity." That, of course, would probably be
a happy death.

Mr. Foley: On cheer-up society lines.
the COLONIAL THE ASURER: The honl.

member sneeringly referred to this Govern-
ment as a Government of helplessness. He
says, ''Get £2,50,000 from your liquor traffic;
I do not know how it is going to be done,
but get it.'' Further he says, " Knock off
£150,000 from the Education Vote; I do not
know how you an! going to do it, but do it.''
Was there ever a finer example of utter help-
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1eesneess than the making of those two sug-
gestions? Let this never be forgotten: in
such a smnall community as this, Ministers,
when they take responsibility, have not only
to suggest steps, but have to know something
about details. Every time a Minister sug-
gests that one of these things be carried out,
lie has to back his suggestion by solid sense,
which says, ''IThis is the way to do it." Now
let us look at the position of the trade from
which the mnember for Perth proposes to raise
£250,000 per annum. In 1913 it was com-
puted by the Treasury, ill a rough and ready
style, that the drink bill of Western Australia
wvas £E2,350,000 per annum. On the same lines
of comuputation it had last year fallen by
£740,000. Then I am told, "Tax that; you

aet ge £2000revenue from that.''

Just let me show lion. memubers what sort of
a taxation proposition that is. In 1913 the
total available for income tax in the case of
hotel-keepers was £E282,340. Last year, the
Commissioner informs me, it was £160,000.
As a taxable proposition, the incomes of
hotel-keepers fell by about £122,000.

Hon. P. Collier: The taxable amyount, you
mean?

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Yes. I
amn asked to try to get for the State £250,000
annually from a trade which has a net income
of only £E160,000. That is the position which
is proposed to me by the member for Perth.
The charming simplicity of some people really
anises me. They say, ''Oh, men will still
drink; it does not matter; they are bdund to
go on drinking.'' But that is childish. There
is 'not a man in this State but knows that
there has been a large decrease in the private
consumption of liquor during the war.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: And so lmany restrictions
have been put on the trade.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I am not
going to ram mny personal views on this sub-
ject down the throats of hon. members. At
present I am merely a tax gatherer. But
here is' quite a strange coincidence. It was
on a Friday night the member for Perth de-
livered his speech; and on the Saturday morn-
ing there comes ihto my possession this
American paper I hold in may hand, the "Sun-
day Sun'' of New York, one of the oldest
estab lished papers in America, and one of the
most reliable. Let me quote to the Committee
the results, in America, of one week's appli-
cation of a scheme similar to that suggested
by the member for Perth. These are the re-
sults obtained in 18 ''wet'' States of the
United States-

Facts revealed by the ''Sun's'' whisky
survey. Reports from the ''wet'' States
of the Union show an average falling off of
about 20 per cent, in the consumption of
liquor dluring the first wveek in which the
operation of the added war tax on liquor
caused increases in retail prices.

Let us not forget that these results were ob-
tained where whisky now, with the added tax
on, is 7%d. per nobbler. Here, in our own
Parlialnent House bar, we have to pay 9d.
for whisky, while in the country it runs to
is. :I f such is going to he the effect in one
week-a 20 per centi. fall-where whisky

is 7 12d., what is going to be the
effect of all added tax where whiskty
costs 9d. and is. I The effect would
be such a fall that I, who want to tax
whisky, would not have a chance to tax it at
all. The Government have been carefully in-
quiring as to what would be the legitimate
method of taxing liquor. The legitimate method
is through the licenses. We are taking out
figures to show what we ought to tax those
licenses; but, as a tax gatherer, if I am to get
any revecnue from- liquor at all, I must not tax
the liquor trade out of existence. I repeat, I am
not a moralist while I am a tax gatherer. I am
in the office of Treasurer merely for the pur-
pose of seeing how much revenue I shall get
from any tax which 1 propose to put on. I have
to ask myself, ''Can it stand that taxation?''
So soon as amateur taxation experts understand
that principle, they will he loth to suggest
taxation mneasuies without considering the re-
sults. Next, the member for Perth talked of the
public service. I say unhesitatingly-and I said
this when the measure was passed-that the
Public Service Act represents a distinct robbery
of the public purse. But it is on the Statute-
book. 0Once this State has made even a partisan
Act, I am very loth to break that Act. The
intentioii of the Government is to carry out all
the reforms they possibly can eff ect. If an *d
whek we find the Public Service Act standing
in our way, we will come along to the House
with a request for rectification of the position.
And there will be no cowardice about us, as the
inember for West Perth has suggested. Minis-
ters and ex-Ministers know what the difficulties
are, and know that it is unwise to take violent
measures at the first difficulty which presents
itself. I have already stated through the public
Press that the Government in abou-t five months

got rid of 115 civil servants. The new amalga-
mation will dispose of 50 more. Probably, when
the Lands Department has been gut down on
the same basis, another 50 will have left. Now
let bon. members listen to some facts. I want
them to get facts, because numerous mere as-
sertions have been put forward as facts. The
total amount of civil service salaries which the
Governmnent can deal with, permanent as well
as temporary, is £355,000. Let that total be
wiped out altogether, and then where is the
deficit? That fact in itself should brush away
a lot of argument. We are asked what we have
done? I venture to say that in the five or six
months the Government have held office, they
have reduced the public service expenditure by
certainly 10 per cent, or possibly 121/1, per cent.
If the Government reduce that expenditure al-
together by 20 per cent, or 25 per cent., and do
it quietly, and get the same efficiency as ob-
tains now, they will have done just as much as
any Committee can expect on that head. Let
hon. inelnbers get that fimly fixed in their
minds. There is, of course, ample room, and
there always will be ample room, for economy:
and every dlay we are exercising economy.
Every day we look into things, if we can get
any timne to look into them. I feel sure hon.
members, -when they rise here to ask questions
as to this and that, very frequently only for
their own gratification, do not realise at what
cost the replies are ohtained, or how little time
the Goverlnent are allowed to do that work for
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not doing which members chide Ministers. The
Agricultural Department has kept almost the
whole of its staff going and Ministers and
everyone else, since this Parliament opened, an-
swering questions.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Who nsked them?
The COLONIAL TREASURER: Their names

are legion. I wish members to realise what I
have just told them. We must not preach
economy if we are not prepared to practise it.

Hon. P. Collier: The Minister for Mines has
not been worried very much.

The COLONIAL TREASUR~ER: Plain talk
will not hurt nnyone. Now we come to the mem-
ber for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell). Here is
a man who snys that we want a bold land
policy. His idea of a bold land policy is to do
what? To settle returned soldiers at Nornalup
Inlet 40 niiles from nowhere. I have had more
experience than he has ever had, or is ever
likely to have, of land settlement, and the man
who tells me that it is necessary to start years
ahead to get the land ready does not know what
he is talking about. The hon. member talked of
freezing works. The Premier gave an undertak-
ing that freezing works would be established,
and I have given an undertaking to find the
money for them. Let that end it. Some four or
five months ago everyone wanted butter and
bacon factories. I taxed the insurance com-
panies -with the distinct idea of putting the
money into one fund for that purpose. Why do
they not come forward now? I will tell the
Rouse why. Because as trustee of the public
funds, I am going to see that there is an ele-
ment of success before those factories get my
pound for pound.

Hon. P. Collier: I hope you will not be reck-
les s.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: If I do not
make sure about the element of success we shall

haethese factories without supplies. The
system means this if success is to be achieved;
it means that every individual shareholder
must do all he can to guarantee a full supply
to keep the factories going. I am not going
to advance this State 's money unless I am
certain that an element of success is there.
Now we are not having many applications for
these factories, but so long as the Govern-
ment were prepared to give them everything,
it was all right. I said, ''IVery well, if you
are not willing to come along, I will help the
freezing works; I will use some of that money
for those works because I am not going to
have it lying idle, and I am not going to touch
other loan funds if I can possibly help it.''
Now I come to the criticism of the member for
GIascoyne (Mr. Angelo). Let me say quite
candidly that there are one or two sugges-
tions which the hon. member made which are
worthy of consideration. I do not know much
about bananas, but the suggestion the hon.
member made on the question of hospitals
will appeal to several Ministers as being a
good one. He suggested that the control of
the hospitals of the State should be placed
under a board, and we must give practical
eff ect to it. We are educating the people of
Western Australia to take charity as a virtue.
They are taking~ it as a virtue and that is une
of the evils we have built up.

Hon. P. Collier: In six years the Govern-
men grant to the Perth hospital has increased
by £8,000.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: That is so,
and in the course of our investigations we
found that the Northam hospital was paying
3d. a lb. more for its beef than the hospital at
York was doing. It just shows how money
can be frittered away, and that is why the
suggestion of the member for Gascoyne that
a board should be appointed to control the
hospitals is one that should receive attention.
Now I come to the member for North-East
Premantle (Mr. Angwin). I ask in all seri-
ousness, have we nut spent enough money in
publishing ancient historyI I admit there has
been a good deal of Justification for the ''get
backs.''

Mr. O'Loghlen: If a charge of extrava-
gance is made you have to reply.

The COLONIA-L TREASURER: I am mnak-
ing the suggestion alike to both sides of the
House. Since I have been in the House it has
cost this State thousands of pounds to print
ancient history, and it has not been worth it.
The member for North-East Fremantle is
always must willing to give all the help he
can and I appreciate that. The member for
West Perth (Mr. Draper) comes next.

Hon. P. Collier: You will find his advice
with regard to reducing expenditure invalu-
able.

[1 o'clock, a.m.]
The COLONIAL TREASURER: The hon.

member's speech was quite a good one. It
was dogmatic, but he could not help that; we
all get dogmatic. It was a very fair criticism.
He, too, got at the Public Service Act, and
wxhat he did say was one of the things I appre-
ciate. The hon. member said also that our
banking accounts should be kept separate.
When I left the Treasury before, I insisted
on that. There was not a cheque that was not
in order at that time, and funds were always
there to meet it. To-day there are so many
transfers that they would puzzle a Phila-
delphian lawyer to keep track of them. One
will say, ''Oh, this is from the Property and
Trust account.'' I remark, ''IThat is all
right, but where is the money?" Then I am
told that it has been transferred to another
account. That kind of thing is inevitable when
we juggle with the accounts to try and keep
them in order. Then the hon. member for
West Perth, not satisfied with making a good
suggestion, winds up by making a very silly
one when he said that over a transaction we
had we got a cheque and had torn it up. I
do not want to get into gaol for tearing up
the State'Is cheques, but I want to refer to the
particular transaction to show the value of
the hon. member 's criticism. The Inter-
national Harvester Company had a guarantee
from this State of £9,808 5is. Of that amount
£6,058 was due in December last, and
the balance was to be paid in two
years. The company said, ''If you will pay us
the £9,808.which you are bound to pay us now,
we will accept treasury bends for the £14,817.
I reasoned thus: "I have to pay the £9,000;
I will give them a cheque on the Industries
Assistance Board.'' And these people said
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"'We will take up a bond for the amount'';
and they did so. By that process we get
15,000 additional assets; because we had
the guarantee and were bound to pay the
£9,000, and the farmer will get that at seven
per cent, interest instead of at 10 per cent.
interest. That is one of the transactions
over which the member for West Perth has
waxed indignant. Now I come to one of
the ablest speeches I have listened to in the
House, namely, that from the member for
Mt. Maginet (Mr. Troy). One felt the richer
when the hion. member had finished. It was
a good speech, one which gave ine a great
deal of pleasure to listen to. There were
in it two outstanding points. One, the sug-
gestion-it is not original-of giving a bonus
for the discovery of a goldfield. I do not
think we would be taking a great deal of
risk. But I did not quite understand when
the hon. member suggested giving a bonus
of £10,000 conditionally on the finding of a
goldfield which would support 10,000 people
for three -years. However, the proposal will
appeal to my colleague the Minister for
Mines. Then the hon. member came to the
question of the Food Prices Bill. I helped
to get that measure carried in the House,
and I received the bitterest opposition.
Why? Because a few men who had an ex-
tra few bushels to sell wanted to get an
increased price out of the poor beggars who
bad to buy. I got crucified for supporting
that Bill. To-day that Bill would have been
of inestimable value to the whole of the
agricultural community. I supported this co-
operative concern, and I got their confer-
ence to accept it. But what one cannot get
the farmer to' realisp is that his selling
end will take care of itself, and that it is
thle buying end that he requires to be ]ook-
ing after all the time. If we had had that
Bill, we could have stopped the profiteering.
I quoted the liquor traffic a little while ago,
and showed how it had fallen. Would you
believe that the taxable profits of the but-
chers and the bakers went up from £76,826
in 19.13 to £E99,142 in 1915? Apparently when
people give up drinking they go in for eat-
ing. Bnt if that Bill had been passed it
would not only have enabled us to control
the commodities of life, but to control even-
tually the commodities which must he cheap.
cued ta the producer if production is to be
made profitable. The Committee is indebted
to the member for Mount Magnet for a
speech which, if it did not open the eyes
Of a lot of uis, it ought to have done. Then
we come to a distinct acquisition to the
House. I refer to the member for Kimber-
ley (Mr. Durack). He said one thing that
captivated me, namely, "'I am constantly
hearing people ask 'Where is their policy?' ;
We who have been in the House for a num-
ber of years know that this is a sort of
cat-call. The bon. member asked if there
was something magical in the word. I say
no, it is much the same as the word ''Meso-
potamia."1 The policy of the Government is
planked down in a few words of Kipling's-

I hold that the very best thing a man
can do for his land

[28]

Is that which lies under his nose, with
the tools that lie at his hand.

That is the position to-day. There are lots
of things we would like to do, lots of things
we must do, lots of things we cannot do.
Why? Because at the base of them is the
problem where to find the money. Hitherto
we have been able to get money rather too
easily. Now we are up against it, and people
have been so accustomed to a distribution
of the loaves and fishes in a financial state-
ment that if it is not promised to them they
say "What a mournful, doleful story you
tell. " How are we going to remedy and
build up if we do not know our facts? Any
man of business will tell us that if there is
going to be a rectification it can only be by
a distinct and clear knowledge of how deep
we are and where we are financially. They
can all call me what they like. I am not
going to hide from the shareholders of the
State what I believe to be the financial posi-
tion, and cover it up just to make myself
a hero or to seek popularity. Turn to South
Australia. What is the policy there? We
nil read it in this morning 's newspaper,
''Hold on and carry un.'' When members
start twitting us with ''Where is your pol-
icy?" I say it is taking us all we can do
to. hold on, and we are entertaining encour-
aging hopes of being able to carry on.

Hon. P. Collier: ''Hold on'' is the policy
of every Government.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Yes. I
have heard occasional references to the aboli-
tion of the sinking fund. I often hear sonic
at the back of me saying that they would
not allow us to suspend it. -It is a marvel-
lous thing to mae, because no man has stood
more consistently for the sinking fund than
have I. I have argued it financially and
academically, and I have said that the only
time the suspension of the sinking fuand
would be justified was a time of stress. I
am going to. raise this question much more
strongly to the Imperial authorities, and the
House may just as well know it. It is urged
in that order of ours that we are depreciat-
ing the security of the bond holder by sus-
pending the sinking fund. I say we are not.
If I have to pay £300,000 of sinking fund,
and I borrow the money, even at par, I am
not depreciating the security; but if I am
paying 6'/.- per cent, for the borrowed
money, and if I have to borrow again to
pay the interest, then I am depreciating the
security at the rate of £20,000 per annum,
and the man who tells me that when
I am to borrow at such interest I am not
depreciating his security is talking absolute
nonsense. What I say is, if I am forced to
borrow and pay six and a half per
cent., I am depreciating that security un-
necessarily. The Premier Of New - South
Wales told me, "we are suspending our
sinking fund."I In Adelaide I was told,9we are suspending our sinking fund."

Hon. P. Collier: And do their securities de-
preciate?

The COLONIAL TREASURER: No. If we
had to borrow at £26 2s. 6d., then the securities
would be depreciated.~ The member for Perth
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(Mr. Pilkington) said that at the end of next

year there would be a deficit of £1,000,000.
You cannot stop people manipulating figures.

I remember some years ago in this House, to

a very good old friend, I said, ''It is no good
talking, there are the figures, they cannot lie,''

and he replied, ''No, but some of my friends
who are liars can figure.'' The member for

Perth talked of the paying of the extra fees
under the Arbitration Act, £39,000; he said

we can make £260,000 fromi drink, £,150,000

by a reduction of the education vote, and then

there was the 2265,000, which I expected to

get from taxation, and then my deficit was to

be wiped out. When he sat down, I woke up.
Given any reasonable chance the deficit I say

will be closer to £500,000 at the end of the
next financial year than £900,000. That is un-
less I am going to be up against some awkward
proposition. I hope next year that there will
not be £10,000 for elections, that there will
not be £32,000 loss on cattle, £E52,000 loss for
floods, and many other things which this
year have been crowded on us. That is
assuming the revenue keeps up to what it
is this year, but it may be a wrong as-
sumption. If members are going to criticise
how I am coming out, they can only criticise
on assumption, and I am assuming that I get
the same revenue next year that I get this
year, but no one can foresee. There may be a
shortage in many directions. If there is a
shortage or we get strikes, then I do not know
where I shall be, nor would anybody else. As
to the question of the railways, it comes to this:
We think that unless something serious hap-
pens, we shall be able to provide the increase
for this year without altering the total amiount
of our expenditure. We have to look into all
these matters, and we cannot keep going and
stay here all night and work all day. We have
no hope of going into these things unless we
have time, and therefore I ask mem-
bers before I sit down-and I am sorry I have
had to keep them here to-night for this rea-
son-not to make long speeches, not to make
speeches of an hour and a-half. I do not deny
the right. of any member to make speeches,
aifd I do not want to be hypercritical, but I do
say that a speech of an hour and a-half is too
long. I hope when we are considering the de-
tails of the Estimates, members will say all
they have to say, but unless they can suggest
some item about which they car tell me some-
thing, there is no necessity to waste time.
Members have made all the remarks they
wish to about the Estimates, but where they
see an item of which they may have some know-
ledge, I hope they will let us know about it.
I thank the Committee for their courtesy in
listening to me at this late hour.

Progress reported.

BILLS (2)-FRST READING.
1. Apprentices.
2. Public Education.
Received from the Legislative Council.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.

1. Industries Assistance Act Continuation.
2. Sewerage Works Validation.
Without amendment.

House adjourned 1.21 am. (Friday).

legielative Couuncil,
.Tuesday, .5th March, 1918.

The PRESIEDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

[For ''Questions on Notice'' and ''Papers
Presented'' see ''Minutes of Proceedings.'']

BILL - ELECTORAL ACT
AM-NENDMENT.

Read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with an amendment.

BILL - VERMIN BOARDS ACT
Second R eading.

Debate resumied fromn the 28th February.
Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan)

[4.88]: It is my intention of course to sup-
port this Bill, but I regret that there should
be any necessity for introducing it iu this
country, which has to a very marked extent
for many years past, been free from the pest
which the Eastern States have had to deal
with. The time, however, must come to any
country when, by the natural process of na-
ture, pests which exist in one part of any
continent such as Australia is, must spread to
the other parts unless definite, drastic, and
well considered preventive steps are taken.
This has not been done in Western Australia.
Of course, people, secure in the lack of know-
ledge of how terrible a scourge the rabbit pest
would be, sat back some 20 or 30 years ago
and laughed at the prognostications of visitors
who had had experience of the ravages of
these animals, and said that such a thing as
an invasion could never happen in Western
Australia. Time has proved that these people
were wrong. Personally I am convinced that
if 24 or 25 years ago a rabbit-proof fence had
been run 300 miles north of Eucla, and then
turned eastward, and if that fence had been
provided with what are known as yard traps
at distances of one mile, traps which would
have added to the cost of the construction of
the fence to the extent of only about £C5 per
mile. I am perfectly certain that rabbits
would not have entered this State. And I
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